THE STRUCTURE OF MATTHEW’S GOSPEL
For First Century Jews in particular, a rhetor called ‘Matthew’ revised and extended Mark’s Gospel as a teaching manual to
show that Jesus was the founder of the New Covenant as Moses was of the Old.
Section 1: 1.1-4.25 Jesus’ Genealogy, Birth and Early Years; His Baptism, Temptations and Purpose
(90 verses) 7:7 parts: 1.1-17,18-25,2.1-6,7-12,13-15,16-18,19-23 / 3.1-4,5-12,13-17,4.1-11,12-16,17-22,23-25
Section 2: 5.1-7.29 Teaching Collection 1: Blessings; the Law, Prophets, Religion, Coming Kingdom and Himself
(111)
14 parts: 5.1-2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11-12,13,14-16,17-19,20
14 parts: 5.21-26,27-30,31-32,33-37,38-42,43-47,48,6.1,2-4,5-6,7-8,9-15,16-18,19-21
14 parts: 6.22-23,24,25-34,7.1-2,3-5,6,7-8,9-11,12,13-14,15-20,21-23,24-27,28-29
Section 3: 8.1-9.35 Jesus’ Galilean Ministry, His Person and Purpose
(69)
7:7 parts: 8.1-4,5-13,14-15,16-17,18-22,23-27,28-34 / 9.1-8,9-13,14-17,18-26,27-31,32-34,35
Section 4: 9.36-11.1 Teaching Collection 2: the Mission of the Twelve and Jesus’ Mission Instructions
(46)
7:7 parts: 9.36-38,10.1,2-4,5-15,16,17-20,21-23 / 24-25,26-28,29-33,34-36,37-39,40-42,11.1
Section 5: 11.2-12.50 The Issue of Jesus’ Identity: Positive and Negative Responses
(78)
7:7 parts: 11.2-6,7-15,16-19,20-24,25-30,12.1-8,9-14 / 15-21,22-30,31-32,33-37,38-42,43-45,46-50
Section C: 13.1-53 Teaching Collection 3: Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven
(53)
7:7 parts: 13.1-9,10-17,18-23,24-30,31-32,33,34-35 / 36-43,44,45-46,47-48,49-50,51-52,53
Section 5’: 13.54-16.20 The Issue of Jesus’ Identity: Positive and Negative Responses
(99) 7:7 parts:13.54-58,14.1-12,13-14,15-21,22-23a,23b-33,34-36 / 15.1-20,21-28,29-31,32-39,16.1-4,5-12,13-20
Section 4’: 16.21-19.1a Teaching Collection 4: the Church and Jesus’ Instructions to His Disciples
(70.5)
7:7 parts: 16.21-23,24-28,17.1-8,9-13,14-18,19-21,22-23 / 24-27,18.1-6,7-9,10-14,15-20,21-35,19.1a
Section 3’: 19.1b-21.11 Jesus’ Judean Ministry (Journeying to Jerusalem), His Person & Purpose
(74.5)
7:7 parts: 19.1b-2,3-9,10-12,13-15,16-26,27-30,20.1-16 / 17-19,20-23,24-28,29-34,21.1-5,6-9,10-11
Section 2’: 21.12-26.2 Teaching Collection 5: Woes; the Law, Prophets, Religion, Coming Kingdom and Himself
(219)
14 parts: 21.12-13,14-17,18-22,23-27,28-32,33-41,42-44,45-46,22.1-10,11-14,15-22,23-33,34-40,41-46
14 parts: 23.1-7,8-10,11-12,13,14,15,16-22,23-24,25-26,27-28,29-32,33,34-36,37-39
14 parts: 24.1-2,3-8,9-14,15-22,23-28,29-31,32-35,36-41,42-44,45-51,25.1-13,14-30,31-46,26.1-2
Section 1’: 26.3-28.20 Jesus’ Celebration of the Passover, Betrayal & Trials; His Death & Resurrection; Disciples’ Purpose
(159)
7:7 parts: 26.3-16,17-29,30-35,36-46,47-56,57-68,69-75 / 27.1-14,15-26,27-44,45-61,62-66, 28.1-15,16-20

Notes:
The Gospel comprises 210 parts: Sections 1 to 3 consist of 5x14=70 parts; Sections 4 to 4’ consist of 5x14=70
parts; and Sections 3’-1’ consist of 5x14=70 parts. The final piece, number 210, mentions the three-fold name of
God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit. The rhetor’s scheme appears to be symbolical, in the terms of its ‘3x70’. ‘70’
of course is the Gentile number.
The book is an eleven section chiasm, 1-5,C,5’-1’, where all the sections comprise 14 pieces, but for Sections 2
and 2’, the first and the last of the five ‘teaching’ sections, which each comprise 3 lots of 14 pieces (many of
which are smaller than elsewhere in the gospel) in an ABA’ chiastic arrangement. (The similarity of the endings
to the five teaching blocks is noted. In the chart above, these verses are in bold.)
Where the 14 pieces break down into seven:seven pieces, the arrangements of all the ‘sevens’, interestingly,
are like those of Mark’s ‘sevens’: abb’/x/abb’. (In the above chart, the middle pieces are underlined.)
It will be observed that in the genealogy, his opening Gospel piece, Matthew employs a structure of three ‘14s’
and so declares immediately his interest in ‘14s’ and ‘threes’. Reading Matthew, as with Mark before him,
requires our exploration (like it, or not!) into the meanings he attaches to his ‘numbers’.
Matthew uses a numerical/numerological scheme to present his material.
For book sectional structure, this book has to be compared with that of Luke’s Gospel. This is a link between
these two books that has not been observed before.
The style of the writing throughout the book is similar to that found in all the Books of the New Testament; it is in
the three-part writing style of ABB’, in the main, where A is the introductory piece, B is the first development and
B’ is the second and concluding development. But in this book, variations are to be found in some of the shorter
sayings, as in Sections 2 and 2’ in particular, of an AA’ kind and an ABB’A’ kind.
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The final piece of the Gospel, the 210 piece, is presented here. For pieces 1-209, see New Testament: New
th
Testimony (4 Edition).

Part 7: 28.16-20
28.16
28.20

OiJ de; e{ndeka maqhtai; ejporeuvqhsan
eij" th;n Galilaivan
eij" to; o[ro" ou| ejtavxato aujtoi'" oJ jIhsou'".
kai; ijdovnte" aujto;n,
prosekuvnhsan,
oiJ de; ejdivstasan.
kai; proselqw;n,
oJ jIhsou'" ejlavlhsen aujtoi'",
levgwn,
jEdovqh moi pa'sa ejxousiva
ejn oujranw'/
kai; ejpi; gh'".
poreuqevnte" ou\n,
maqhteuvsate
pavnta ta; e[qnh,
baptivzonte" aujtou;"
eij" to; o[noma
tou' patro;"
kai; tou' uiJou'
kai; tou' aJgivou pneuvmato",
didavskonte" aujtou;"
threi'n pavnta
o{sa ejneteilavmhn uJmi'n:
kai; ijdou; ejgw; meq j uJmw'n eijmi
pavsa" ta;" hJmevra"
e{w" th'" sunteleiva" tou' aijw'no".

The fact that the rhetor finishes in this way with a clear ‘Trinitarian’ statement (it does appear to be the rhetor’s
and not a later addition by anyone else) does seem to imply that he began writing his gospel and continued
writing it, always with this purpose in mind, to gather up all his references to the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit, at the very last, in this baptismal command. Another emphasis, of course, is on ‘teaching’. It is the
rhetor’s reason for writing! In our hands is a manual on the Christian Faith.
The site of this final gospel scene is notably on a mountain. (The three synoptic gospels end in different places
as each writer displays his own specific interest.) This rhetor mentions mountain sites more times than Mark and
Luke: his interest, almost from the very beginning to the very end is in likening Jesus (the New Covenant maker)
to Moses (the Old Covenant maker). It would appear that, in his stories of Jesus’ birth, the rhetor re-utilised
popular midrashim on the birth of Moses. More clearly visible in the book’s structure, however, are the five
teaching blocks, the rhetor’s parallels to the five (chiastically-arranged) books of the Old Law.
We note also that this last gospel piece tells that the New Covenant is for ‘all the nations’ and that it is given to
the eleven to fulfil this ‘Great Commission’ of Jesus. The rhetor thus brings his eleven section book to a close.
Additionally, the rhetor’s three times use of seventy (the Gentile number) is not to be over-looked.
Finally, we note that it is the promise of the second opening piece, of Emmanuel, God with us, that is fulfilled in
the gospel’s final line. Many parallels exist between the opening and closing sections, as indeed within and
between all corresponding sections. The Chart attached below seeks to demonstrate just a few of these with red
line connections. A second (A3) version (printable in A4) is available free on my website (under ‘samples’), a
first-class (not-for-sale) re-production, for which see: www.davidgpalmer.co.uk .
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