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David G. Palmer’s New Testament: New Testimony to the Skills of the Writers and First Readers (The Fifth - 

Illustrated Exhibition - Edition): launched in Scotland on 1
st
 April 2016 at Waterstones, Byres Road, Glasgow, it was 

first published in Jaffna, Sri Lanka in 2005. The intervening UK editions were published in 2006, 2008 and 2013.  

 

This publication is for purchase in two forms: as a Book with CD-ROM, RRP £25.00 (incl. VAT) and as a cased CD-

ROM (i.e. a Book in CD-ROM), RRP £15.00 (incl. VAT). 

 

It is more than just a publication: this Fifth Edition of the book includes not only useful updates of the Greek and 

English of earlier editions, but also material which the author/researcher is taking around Great Britain as An 

Exhibition in Art: ‘Seeing the New Testament for what it is’. It has already visited Manchester, Leicester, Oxford, 

Cambridge, Cliff College, several South Derbyshire venues, Edinburgh, Birmingham, Cardiff, London, Paisley and 

Glasgow. (Which other scholar has translated his/her own writings into artworks and charts and then taken them on a 

two-year tour, to the people?) The tour will conclude in the author’s old home town of Hull, City of Culture, 2017. 

 

This work is the passion of Rev Dr David G. Palmer, Honorary Research Fellow of the Queen’s Foundation, 

Birmingham, Methodist Minister, Member of the British New Testament Society and Member of the Royal Institute of 

British Architects. His focus is on a purely literary analysis of the New Testament Books. It began for him at 

Cambridge University thirty-four years ago. This is his seventh publication since 1988. 

 

The work demonstrates the writing and reading discipline that is to be associated with the New Testament Books. 

Contrary to the leading scholarship of every age, Dr Palmer’s discovery shows that these New Testament Books are 

the works of writers (‘methodists’?) who wrote strictly to the rules of ancient rhetoric. Parsing and rhetorical analysis 

disclose what New Testament scholars have never seen. Indeed, the work exposes two main things: 1) that the 

church does not know its own books; and 2) that New Testament scholarship today lacks the basic skills that were 

known to the church in the first centuries. This is a publishing sensation: this publication reveals much that has 

never been known about the texts for seventeen centuries and it raises lots of new answers to old questions. 

Useable charts and artworks will serve the needs of every reader. Scholars will have the advantage of reading the 

Greek texts of all the New Testament Books in their parts, which reveal both writing style and structure, where the 

writing style also punctuates the text. For those who do not read Ancient Greek, there are lots of examples and 

some whole books in literal English which show what is seen in the Greek texts. The author hopes to stimulate an 

interest in his readers in learning Greek, or at least in working with an Interlinear (Greek-English) New Testament.  

 

If Christianity is about ‘turning the world upside down’ (love your enemy; love your neighbour as yourself; love one 

another…), this is most definitely a work for turning the world of New Testament Studies upside down. It gives 

Biblical Studies its biggest challenge since David Friedrich Strauss produced in 1835/36 his book, The Life of Jesus 

Critically Examined, and it gives the Church its biggest challenge, possibly, since the Reformation! It is even a 

contender in the Methodist Church for the replacement of John Wesley’s own Explanatory Notes Upon the New 

Testament (which are really those of a Lutheran called J.A. Bengel). 


