
 

 
 
 
For the Queen’s Foundation, St Luke’s Day, 2018, a paper prepared by David G. Palmer: 

   
 
 

St Luke: Literary Artist and Supreme Technician 
 
 
 
Together, we will uncover the literary features of Luke’s two-book work which accounts for over one 

quarter (27.5%) of the text of the New Testament and is the largest contribution of any single author.  

In both the Gospel and Acts, we will see that Luke employs a particular form of literary ordering for: 

1) his Gospel’s Central Section; 

2) the Gospel as a whole and Acts likewise; and  

3) his own version of Jesus’ genealogy.  

Luke, whom tradition declares ‘Patron of Artists’, shows he is at least a disciplined writer, for whom 

sectionalising is important, as also symmetry and simple parallelism. He writes for his readers and in 

the prologues to his books he clearly introduces them to his writing-style from which he will never 

waver or stray.  

We will need to discuss how Luke meant his work to be communicated and what it was that he 

intended his literary-works to do for the church. 

. 

 

 

Below:   1)  Luke’s symmetrical patterning of the Central Section of his Gospel 
 
 
 



 

Section C: 9.43b-19.48: Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem 

(I) 9.43b-10.24: Setting Out; Fate of Jesus & Cities; Three ‘Disciples?’ 

I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’) Contents:  

I 9.43b-50 

A 43b-45 ABB’         See 18.31-34 Prediction not understood   

B 46-48 ABB’   

B’ 49-50 ABB’   

C 
9.51-
10.16 

A 51-56 ABB’  Sent messengers ahead 

B 57-62 ABA’  3 ‘would-be’ disciples 

A’ 10.1-16 ABB’  Sent messengers ahead 

I’ 10.17-24 

A 17-20 ABB’  Understanding! 

B 21-22 ABB’   

B’ 23-24 ABB’   

 
(C) 10.25-18.30:His Teachings on ‘the Way’ 

1 
Inheriting Eternal Life: 
Law and Love 

10.25-42 

A 10.25-29 ABB’  

B 10.30-37 ABB’  

B’ 10.38-42 ABB’  

2 
Prayer: Right Praying, 
Persistence, Holy Spirit is 
Given 

11.1-13 

A 11.1-4  ABB’  

B 11.5-8;  ABB’  

B’ 11.9-13 ABB’  

3 
The Kingdom of God: 
what is Internal is 
Important 

11.14-
12.12 

A 11.14-36 ABB’  

B 11.37-54 ABB’  

B’ 12.1-12 ABB’  

4 
Earthly/Heavenly Riches: 
the Coming of the Son of 
Man 

12.13-48 

A 12.13-21 ABB’  

B 12.22-34 ABB’  

B’ 12.35-48 ABB’  

5 
Divisions, Warning & 
Prudence, Repentance 

12.49-13.9 

A 12.49-59 ABB’   

B 13.1-5 ABB’  

B’ 13.6-9 ABB’  

C 

Kingdom: Entry; 
Jerusalem: Jesus is to be 
killed there 
 
I(ABB’)C(AA’)I’(ABB’) 

13.10-
14.24 

A 13.10-30 

A 13.10-16 ABB’ 

B 13.17-21 ABB’ 

B’ 13.22-30 ABB’ 

C 13.31-35 
A 13.31-33 abb’ 

A’ 13.34-35 abb’ 

A’ 14.1-24 

A 14.1-6 ABB’ 

B 14.7-11 ABB’ 

B’ 14.12-24 ABB’ 

5’ 
Divisions, Warning & 
Prudence, Repentance 

14.25-
15.32 

A 14.25-35 ABB’  

B 15.1-10 ABB’  

B’ 15.11-32 ABB’  

4’ 
Earthly/Heavenly Riches: 
Coming Judgement 

16.1-31 

A 16.1-13 ABB’  

B 16.14-18 ABB’  

B’ 16.19-31 ABB’  

3’ 
The Kingdom of God: is 
Within, not Coming with 
Signs 

17.1-37 

A 17.1-10 ABB’  

B 17.11-19 ABB’  

B’ 17.20-37 ABB’  

2’ 
Prayer: Persistence, 
Right Praying, Receiving 
Kingdom 

18.1-17 

A 18.1-8 ABB’  

B 18.9-14 ABB’  

B’ 18.15-17 ABB’  

1’ 
Inheriting Eternal Life:  
Law and Love 

18.18-30 

A 18.18-23 ABB’  

B 18.24-27 ABB’  

B’ 18.28-30 ABB’  

 
(I’) 18.31-19.48: Arriving; Fate of Jesus & Jerusalem; Three ‘Servants’ 

I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’) Contents:  

I 
18.31-
19.10 

A 31-34 ABB’        See 9.43b-45 Prediction not understood   

B 35-43 ABB’  Approaching Jericho 

B’ 19.1-10 ABB’  Passing through Jericho 

C 19.11-28 

A 11-12a abb’  Near Jerusalem 

B 12b-27 ABA’  Parable on ‘3 servants’ 

A’ 28 abb’  Jesus ahead, to Jerusalem 

I’ 19.29-48 

A 29-36 ABB’  Approaching, 2 disciples go 

B 37-40 ABB’  Approaching Jerusalem 

B’ 41-48 ABB’  
Approaching Jerusalem & 
Entering the Temple 



 
 
 
An Exercise  
 
in checking for poor translation and unhelpful editorialising, given that we 

now know what the writer would have wanted. 

 
 

Luke 15:1-10 New International Version (NIV) 

The Parable of the Lost Sheep 

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.” 

3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one 

of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until 

he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then 

he calls his friends and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost 

sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner 

who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

The Parable of the Lost Coin 

8 “Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins[a] and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep 

the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends 

and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same 

way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 

repents.” 

Footnotes: 

a. Luke 15:8 Greek ten drachmas, each worth about a day’s wages 

New International Version (NIV)  

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, 
Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A1-10%2CLuke+14%3A25-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25597a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A1-10%2CLuke+14%3A25-33&version=NIV#en-NIV-25597
https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Version-NIV-Bible/
http://www.biblica.com/
http://www.biblica.com/


Luke 15:11-32 New International Version (NIV) 

The Parable of the Lost Son 

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 

‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country and 

there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a severe 

famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired himself out 

to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to fill his 

stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food 

to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to 

him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his 

father. 

“But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for 

him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 

21 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer 

worthy to be called your son.’ 

22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put a ring 

on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. Let’s have a feast 

and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ 

So they began to celebrate. 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music 

and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your 

brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 

back safe and sound.’ 

28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded 

with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve been slaving for you and 

never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate 

with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with 

prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

31 “‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But 

we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he 

was lost and is found.’”   New International Version (NIV) Copyright as above 

https://www.biblegateway.com/versions/New-International-Version-NIV-Bible/


 

 

 

Luke 15:1-10 New International Version (NIV) with basic amendments 

Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them 

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 

Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 

them.” 3 And he told them this parable, saying:  

4 “Suppose a man among you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave 

the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5 And when he 

finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes home. Then he calls his friends and 

neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that 

in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one sinner who repents than over 

ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

8“Or suppose a woman has ten silver coins[a] and loses one. Doesn’t she light a lamp, sweep 

the house and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when she finds it, she calls her friends 

and neighbours together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found my lost coin.’ 10 In the same 

way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who 

repents.” 

 

 

 

Lk. 15.1-10 is a typical Lukan three-part presentation, ABB’, where A is the 

introductory part vv.1-3, B is the first development, vv.4-7, and B’ is the second 

paralleling development (to B), vv.8-10, which completes the whole.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A1-10%2CLuke+14%3A25-33&version=NIV#fen-NIV-25597a


Luke 15:11-32 New International Version (NIV) with amendments 

The Parable of the Father and his Two Sons 

11 Jesus continued: “There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger one said to his father, 

‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between them. 

13 “Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a distant country 

and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14 After he had spent everything, there was a 

severe famine in that whole country, and he began to be in need. 15 So he went and hired 

himself out to a citizen of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16 He longed to 

fill his stomach with the pods that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

17 “When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have food 

to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18 I will set out and go back to my father and say to 

him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 19 I am no longer worthy to be 

called your son; make me like one of your hired servants.’ 20 So he got up and went to his 

father. “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him. 21 “The son 

said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to 

be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put 

it on him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 Bring the fattened calf and kill it. 

Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was 

lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate. 

25 “Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, he heard music 

and dancing. 26 So he called one of the servants and asked him what was going on. 27 ‘Your 

brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has killed the fattened calf because he has him 

back safe and sound.’ 28 “The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father 

went out and pleaded with him. 29 But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years I’ve 

been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young 

goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this son of yours who has squandered 

your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!’ 31 “‘My son,’ 

the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 32 But we had to 

celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost 

and is found.’” 

 

 

Lk. 15.11-32 is a typical Lukan three-part presentation, ABB’, where A is the 

introductory part vv.11-12, B is the first development, vv.13-24, and B’ is the second 

paralleling development (to B), vv.25-32, which completes the whole. 



 

 

 

 

What follows is my own literal-English translation and ‘parsing’ of 14.25-15.32: 

 

 

5’  Divisions, Warning & Prudence, Repentance        
ABB’  14.25-35; 15.1-10; 11-32 

 
 
And came together to him many crowds,       a  A 

and turning  
he said to them, 26  

"If anyone comes to me  
and does not hate his father and mother,  

and wife and children,  
and brothers and sisters 

and besides also,  
his own life, 

he cannot be my disciple. 27  
He who does not carry his own cross        b 

and come after me  
cannot be my disciple. 28  

 For who of you wishing to build a tower.  
will he not first sit down and estimate the cost   
to see if he has enough money to complete it? 29   

that lest he lays the foundation  
and is not able to finish it, 

 everyone who sees him begin 
will ridicule him, 30  
saying,  

`This fellow began to build  
 and was not able to finish.' 31  

 Or what king going to war against another king  
will he not first sit down and consider  
if he is able with ten thousand men  

to oppose the one with twenty thousand  
coming against him? 32  

otherwise while he is still a long way off  
sending a delegation 

he asks terms of peace. 33  
So therefore,           b’ 

everyone of you who does not give up everything he has  
cannot be my disciple. 34  

 Good therefore is salt 
but if even the salt becomes useless,  
with what will it be seasoned? 35  

Neither for the soil  
nor for the manure pile 
is it suitable.  

Outside they throw it. 
He who has ears to hear,  

let him hear." 15:1  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Now the tax collectors and "sinners" were all gathering around to hear him. 2   a B 
But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered,  

saying,  
"This man welcomes sinners  
and eats with them." 3  

And he told them this parable,  
  saying, 4  
"What man of you          b 

having a hundred sheep  
and losing one of them   

does not leave the ninety-nine in the open country  
and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? 5  

And when he finds it,  
he puts it on his shoulders 6  
rejoicing. 

and coming into his house,  
he calls his friends and neighbours together  
saying to them,  

`Rejoice with me;  
because I have found my sheep that was lost.' 7 

I tell you,  
that in the same way there will be joy in heaven  

over one sinner who repents  
than over ninety-nine righteous persons  

who do not need to repent. 8  
Or what woman          b’ 

having ten drachmae, 
if she loses one drachma, 

does not light a lamp,   
and sweep the house  

and search carefully  
until she finds it? 9  

And when she finds it,  
she calls her friends and neighbours together  

saying,  
`Rejoice with me;  

because I have found the drachma which I lost.' 10  
So, I tell you,  

there is joy before the angels of God  
over one sinner who repents." 11  

 
 
And he said,          a B’ 

"There was a man who had two sons. 12  
And the younger one said to his father,  

`Father,  
give me my share of the estate.'  

And he divided his property between them. 13  
And after not many days,         b 

having gathered all his things 
the younger son departed to a distant country 
and there he squandered his wealth  

in wild living. 14  
And when he had spent everything,  

there was a severe famine throughout that country,  
and he began to be in want. 15  

And going  
he hired himself out to a citizen of that country,  
and he sent him into his fields to feed pigs 16  

and he longed to fill his stomach  
with the pods  
that the pigs were eating,  

and no one gave him anything. 17  
But coming to his senses,  

he said,  
`How many of my father's hired men have food to spare,  
but I with famine here am starving to death! 18  

Rising up,  



I will go back to my father  
and I will say to him:  

‘Father,   
I have sinned against heaven  

and before you. 19  
I am no longer worthy to be called your son;  

make me like one of your hired men.' 20  
And rising up  

he went to his father. 
But while he was still a long way off,  

his father saw him  
and he was moved with pity  

and running,   
he fell on his neck 
and fervently kissed him. 21  

And the son said to him,  
`Father,  

I have sinned against heaven  
and before you.  

I am no longer worthy to be called your son. ' 22  
But the father said to his servants,  

`Quickly!  
Bring out the best robe and put it on him,  

and put a ring on his finger  
and sandals on his feet. 23  

And bring the fattened calf, 
kill it  
and let us celebrate eating, 24  

because this son of mine was dead and is alive again;  
he was lost and is found.'  

And they began to celebrate. 25  
Now his older son was in a field        b’ 

and as he came near to the house,  
he heard music and dancing 26  

and calling one of the servants  
he asked him what was going on. 27  

And he said to him, 
`Your brother has come, 

and your father has killed the fattened calf  
because he has him back safe and sound.' 28  

But he was angry  
and he did not wish to go in  
so his father  

coming out  
pleaded with him. 29   

But answering he said to the father,  
`Behold, 

all these years I've been serving you  
and never have I disobeyed your orders.  

And to me  
never have you given a young goat   
that I might celebrate with my friends. 30  

But when this son of yours  
who has squandered your property  
with prostitutes  

comes home,  
you kill the fattened calf for him!' 31  

And he said to him, 
`Son,  

you are always with me,  
and everything I have is yours. 32  

But to celebrate and to rejoice is all we can do,  
because this brother of yours  

was dead, and has come to life,  
and having been lost, also is found.' " 

 



2)  Luke’s patterning of both the Gospel and Acts 

 

LUKE’S GOSPEL  For Gentiles: it is a fresh representation of the contents and meanings of Mark’s and Matthew’s Gospels, re-structured 

and re-mythologized. The presentation begins, turns and ends on actions, happening, or about to happen in Jerusalem, which highlight and contrast the 
workings of law and grace.  
 
Section 1: 1.1-80  Prologue; Angel’s Announcements: Promises of Births;  
(80 verses)  Belief and Disbelief; John the Baptist’s Birth  
    A(Prologue: aa’)B(AA’)B’(AA’)  1.1-2/3-4; 5-25/26-38; 39-56/57-80 
  Section 2: 2.1-52  Jesus’ Birth; Salvation               
   (52)      I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’)  2.1-20; 21-40; 41-52               
    Section 3: 3.1-4.44  Jesus’ Baptism, Genealogy, Three Trials & Rejection     1  Inheriting Eternal Life:  Law and Love             
     (82)       I(ABA’)C(ABA’)I’(ABA’)  3.1-20; 21-4.30; 31-44          ABB’  10.25-29; 30-37; 38-42   
      Section 4: 5.1-8.21  ‘Sinners to Disciples’                     2  Prayer: Right Praying, Persistence, Holy Spirit is Given  
       (159)         I(4AA’)C(ABA’)I’(4AA’)  5.1-6.19; 20-49; 7.1-8.21           ABB’  11.1-4; 5-8; 9-13 
        Section 5: 8.22-9.43a  Jesus’ Identity: ‘the Christ’, His ‘Death’,  3  The Kingdom of God: what is Internal is Important       
         (77.5)       Glorious Return as Judge, His Glory: Disciples’ Purpose             ABB’  11.14-36; 37-54; 12.1-12 
                   I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’)  8.22-56; 9.1-22; 23-43a                4  Earthly/Heavenly Riches: the Coming of the Son of Man  
           Section C: 9.43b-19.48  Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem      ABB’  12.13-21; 22-34; 35-48 
            (436.5)       (I) Setting Out; Fate of Jesus & Cities; 3 ‘Disciples’?         5  Divisions, Warning & Prudence, Repentance            
                     I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’)  9.43b-50; 51-10.16; 10.17-24           ABB’  12.49-59; 13.1-5; 6-9 
                             (C) His Teachings on ‘the Way’  10.25-18.30   - - - - - - -   C Kingdom: Entry; Jerusalem: Jesus is to be killed there      
                             (I’) Arriving; Fate of Jesus & Jerusalem; 3 ‘Servants’           I(ABB’)C(AA’)I’(ABB’) 13.10-30; 13.31-33/34-35; 14.1-24 
     I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’) 18.31-19.10; 11-28; 29-48              5’ Divisions, Warning & Prudence, Repentance        
        Section 5’: 20.1-21.36   Jesus in the Temple: His ‘Death’, ‘the Christ’,       ABB’  14.25-35; 15.1-10; 11-32 
       (83)            Return as Judge in Glory; Disciples’ Purpose   4’ Earthly/Heavenly Riches: Coming Judgement  
            I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’) 20.1-19; 20-21.4; 5-36       ABB’  16.1-13; 14-18; 19-31 
      Section 4’: 21.37-22.53  ‘Disciples to Sinners’;  Jesus’ Arrest    3’ The Kingdom of God: is Within, not Coming with Signs   
     (51.5)           I(2(AA’))C(ABA’)I’(2(AA’))  21.37-22.13; 14-30; 31-53         ABB’  17.1-10, 11-19; 20-37   
    Section 3’:  22.54-23.25  Jesus’ Three Trials & Denials/Rejections                   2’ Prayer: Persistence, Right Praying, Receiving Kingdom 
   (42)           I(ABA’)C(ABA’)I’(ABA’)  22.54-62;  63-23.12; 13-25          ABB’  18.1-8; 9-14; 15-17 
  Section 2’:  23.26-56a  Jesus’ Death; Salvation                         1’ Inheriting Eternal Life:  Law and Love         
 (29.5)            I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’)  23.26-31; 32-49; 50-56a            ABB’  18.18-23; 24-27; 28-30 
Section 1’:  23.56b-24.53   Angels Announce, ‘Jesus is Risen!’;                                    
(53.5)    Belief & Disbelief; a New Promise (of Jesus)    
                  A(AA’)B(AA’)B’(AA’)  23.56b-24.7/8-11; 13-27/28-35; 36-43/44-53   
  
THE ACTS OF THE APOSTLES  Luke’s first book is the template for his second; he tells that ‘the Life of Jesus is lived again in 

the Life of the Church: it is a Life of Mission that the Spirit brings to birth, directs in the World and sustains through every kind of trial’. His scheme begins 
with activities in Jerusalem (and near by), turns centrally on what happens from the new base of Antioch (both in Jerusalem and in Psidian Antioch) and 
ends in Rome. 
 
Section 1: 1.1-26  Prologue;  Pre-Ascension Promises of the Spirit for Witnessing;  Angels’ Announcements;   
(26 verses)  the Pre-Pentecost Days in Jerusalem; Judas’ Replacement  
     A(Prologue: AA’)B(AA’)B’(AA’)  1.1-5/6-9; 10-11/12-14; 15-22/23-26 
   Section 2: 2.1-42  Pentecost; the Birth of the Church’s Mission; the Spirit is given; All can be Saved, Three-thousand are! 
    (42)       I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’)  2.1-4/5-13 ; 2.14-21/22-28/29-36 ; 2.37-40/41-42 
     Section 3:  2.43-5.42  The Developing Church in Jerusalem:  Arrests, Trials and Judgements 
      (110)          I(ABB’A’)C(abb’a’)I’(ABB’A’)   2.43-3.10/11-26/4.1-12/13-22 ; 4.23-31 ; 4.32-5.11/12-25/26-32/33-42 
       Section 4:  6.1-9.31  The Jerusalem Church:  Stephen’s Speech & Martyrdom; Persecution and Scattering; Saul’s Conversion 
        (146)           I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’)   6.1-4/5-7 ; 6.8-8.1a/8.1b-40/9.1-27 ; 9.28-30/31 
         Section 5:  9.32-11.21  Peter, on Mission: the Role of Vision and the Spirit; Jesus is Judge  
          (80)              I(abb’)C(ABB’)I’(abb’’)  9.32-43 ; 10.1-23a/23b-33/34-48 ; 11.1-21 
            Section C:  11.22-16.5  Three Journeys of Saul (Paul) and Barnabas, from Antioch: 
             (160) (I)  To Jerusalem and back (taking famine relief);  James’ Death;  Peter’s Escape; 

    Saul & Barnabas deliver the relief  
                        I(ABB’)C(ABB’)I’(ABB’)   11.22-30 ; 12.1-17 ; 12.18-25         

     (C) On  Mission, to Psidian Antioch, (Saul) Paul ‘Turns to the Gentiles’  
           I(ABB’)                 13.1-3/4-12/13-14a  

C(I(ABB’)C(AA’)I’(ABB’))         13.14b-41 ; 13.42/43 ; 13.44-14.18  
              I’(ABB’)                 14.19-20a/20b-23/24-28   

                               (I’) To Jerusalem and back (over the Law and Gentiles);  Peter’s Speech;  James’ Proposal; 
        The Importance of Paul and Barnabas to the Church           
        I(ABB’)C(ABB’)I’(ABB’)  15.1-21 ; 15.22-29 ; 15.30-16.5 
          Section 5’:  16.6-18.23  Paul, on Mission: the Role of Vision and the Spirit; Jesus is Judge 
          (92)              I(abb’)C(ABB’)I’(abb’) 16.6-15 ; 16.16-40/17.1-15/17.16-18.8 ; 18.9-23 
       Section 4’:  18.24-22.29  In Ephesus, Uproar; Sufferings Ahead for Paul; and in Jerusalem, Uproar and Paul’s Arrest 
       (153)             I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’)  18.24-26/27-28 ; 19.1-41/ 20.1-38/21.1-22.21 ; 22.22-25/26-29 
     Section 3’:  22.30-26.32  Paul’s Trials:  the Judgements and his Appeal to Caesar                  
     (122)           I(ABB’A’)C(abb’a’)I’(ABB’A’)  22.30-23.11/12-35/24.1-23/24-27 ; 25.1-6 ; 25.7-12/13-22/23-26.29/30-32  
   Section 2’:  27.1-28.15  Paul’s Eventful Journey to Rome;  All are to Die, but no, All are Saved!                   
  (59)               I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’)  27.1-3/4-6 ; 27.7-26/27-38/39-28.6 ; 28.7-10/11-15              
Section 1’:  28.16-31   In Rome:  Paul’s Witnessing continues;  Belief & Disbelief – Gentiles and Jews    
(15)              A(AA’)B(AA’)B’(AA’)   28.16/17-22 ; 23-24/25-28 ; 30a-c/30d-31 
 

 
Where ‘A’ signifies the presence of a lower-level abb’ formation (likewise also B & B’); where AA’ are parts in simple 
parallelism; where ABA’, ABB’A’ and ICI’ are parts in chiasm (as 1,2,3...C...3’,2’,1’); and where ABB’ and abb’ are three-
part progressions, where A is introductory, B is the first development and B’ is the second and completing development (as 
also a, b and b’).



 
My Exhibition Artwork on Luke’s Gospel (2014) 
presents work that I began in Cambridge in 1982 on the 
Central Section of Luke’s Gospel for an Undergraduate 
Dissertation, which was published in Cardiff in 1988 as 
part of a bigger work (and first translated into a pen and 
ink artwork in 1989). 

 

Idea:              this Gospel is a fresh representation  

         of the contents and meanings of both Mark and Matthew,  
                               re-structured and re-mythologised 
                     to disclose the certainties about the Gospel  
               for the Gentiles, 
         which, in its telling, begins, turns and ends  
            on actions happening or about to happen in Jerusalem 
  and which sets Law and Grace in tension  
            (Grace is superior) 

 

Structure: symmetry:  vertical    1-5,C,5’-1’ (11 Sections)

          x horizontal   ABB’/ABA’/ABB’ (varied) 
                       symmetries: vertical    1-5,C,5’-1’ for themes  

          horizontal    ABB’;ABB’/ABA’/ABB 
 

main themes linked across the books  
  1 Promises of Births  

2   Jesus’ Birth; Salvation 
3 Jesus’ Trials/Rejection  
4 Sinners to Disciples 
5 Jesus: the Christ & Judge  

  C           Jesus’ Journey to Jerusalem 
5’ Jesus: the Christ & Judge 
4’ Disciples to Sinners/Jesus’ arrest 
3’ Jesus’ Trials/Rejections 
2’ Jesus’ Dies; Salvation  
1’  Belief and Disbelief/Promise 

 
Details linked across the books - significant in all sections 
Samples:   
Section 1:   In Jerusalem/cf. Zechariah’s disbelief (Is.6?) 
  Mary’s belief/promises of Births 
Section C:  ‘in the ears of’ (9.44) 
      duality of Sabbaths (13.10, 14.1)/ 
      Gentile Mission pre-figured/  
      Eternal Life and Law (10.25, 18.18,30)/ 
      ‘shook off the dust..’ (10.11, but also 9.5)/ 
      ejrcomevnh/ (13.33, some trustworthy ms.)/ 

      ‘entry into the Kingdom of God’18.17,24,25 
Section 1’:  In Jerusalem/disbelief gives way to belief/ 
  promise of power 
 

Writing style: abb’/abb’, abb’  

Most frequent introductory words:  jEgevneto de; and variations      

 

Memory: served by the book’s chiasm, 1-5C5’-1’; 

  sectional symmetry; and 
  replicating section numbers with contents 
 

 

Performance:    symmetries throughout play a huge 

part in the memorising and delivering of the text; 11 Sections 
cf. 11 Disciples (see Section 1’)? 
 
 

Some time ago now, I read Donald Miesner’s chapter on 
‘Paul’s Missionary Journeys, Patterns and Implications’ 
(Perspectives in Luke-Acts, Ed. Talbert) and was stimulated 
by it to consider Acts after the manner of Luke. Miesner had 
taken his cue from Bailey and Goulder regarding Luke’s central 
journey to Jerusalem, but… 

 

 
My Exhibition Artwork on Acts (2014, revised 2018) 
presents work that I began in Cambridge in 1982. As part of 
a larger work, it was published in Cardiff in 1988 and first 
made into an artwork in 1989.  
 

Idea:      the rhetor’s intension for his second book is to say  

 that the Life of Jesus is lived over again in the Life of the Church 
      and that it is a Life of Mission that the Spirit* brings to birth, 
                                         directs in the world  
                        and sustains through every kind of trial.  
 

*Of the 53 or so references to divine guidance given, approx. 
26 no. are of the Spirit/Holy Spirit, 12 of an angel, 11 of the Lord 
and 4 of vision. To this rhetor, the church is founded by God. (I 
spy the influence of the last chapter of Deuteronomy upon this 
work: as it was for the Old Covenant community, so also it was for 
the New.) 
 

Structure: symmetry:  vertical    1-5,C,5’-1’ (11 Sections)  

                                      x horizontal    ABB’/ABA’/ABB’ (varied) 
           symmetries: vertical     1-5,C,5’-1’ for themes 
              horizontal    ABB’; ABB’/ABA’/ABB’ 
 

 main themes linked across the books  
 1 Promises of power/‘120’ (triangular o.) 
 2   Birth of Church’s Mission; 3,000 saved 
 3 Apostles’ and Others’ Trials 
 4 Saul’s arrest of followers/Conversion 
 5 Role of Vision and Spirit/Christ the Judge 
 C           Journeys to Jerusalem, to Antioch Ps (mid.) 
 5’ Role of Vision and Spirit/Christ the Judge 
 4’ Paul’s arrest 
 3’ Paul’s Trials  
 2’ All are to die, but ‘no’ all ‘276’ are saved 
 1’  Belief and Disbelief 

 
Details linked across the books - significant in all sections 
Samples:     
Section 1:   In Jerusalem/convincing proofs/promise of power 
 
Section C:  ‘in the ears of’ (11.22)  
      duality of Sabbaths (13.14b, 13.44)/ 
      Gentile Mission being fulfilled/ 
      Eternal Life and Law (13.46,48)/ 
      ‘shook off the dust..’ (13.51)/ 
      ejrcomevnh/ (13.44)/ 

      ‘entry into the Kingdom of God’, 14.22 
Section 1’    In Rome/disbelief and belief, Is.6.9-10 
 

 

Writing style: abb’/abb’, abb’  

Most frequent introductory words:  jEgevneto de; and OiJ me;n ou\n  

 

Memory: served by the book’s chiasm, 1-5C5’-1’; 

  sectional symmetry; and 
  inclusios:  Cc: 13.1-14a with 14.24-28 
    5: ‘turned to the Lord’ 
    5’: ‘Phrygia & Galatia’ 

Performance:  symmetries (see Gospel), with pauses 

between sections, for a telling of the founding of the church in the 
Roman world, with plenty of Thucydidean-style speeches (25% of 
the book) 
 

 
… unfortunately for us all, he considered only Paul’s journeyings 
and that part of Acts which is taken up with them. If he had started 
with Peter’s journeyings, he’d have got to a different place. We all 
would have! 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 

   1.1-2: 
 
  Inasmuch as       A 
    many took in hand  
    to draw up a narrative 
   concerning the accomplished  
    among us  
    matters  
   as delivered to us 
    the, from the beginning, eye-witnesses  
    and attendants becoming of the word: 
 
  1.3-4: 
 
  it seemed good to me also      A’ 
    having followed closely  
    from their source all things, 
   accurately in order 
    to write to you  
    most noble Theophilus 
   that you might come to know, 
    concerning the things you learned orally 
    the certainty of the words. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
For an introduction to a new piece/part (and the closing pieces especially to the sections of the first 

half of the book),OiJ me;n ou\n (1.6) with variations see: 2.41; 5.41; 8.4, 25; 9.31; 11.19; 12.5; 13.4; 15.3, 

30; 17.30; 19.33; 23.31; 25.4 and 28.5. (Compare introductory use: 16x for Acts, nil for Luke.) 
 
 



3)  Luke’s patterning of Jesus’ genealogy (3.23c-38)  

 

1 jIwsh;f     tou'  jHli;    tou' Maqqa;t     tou' Leui;    tou' Melci;    tou'  jIannai;     tou'  jIwsh;f 
     2   tou' Mattaqivou tou' jAmw;" tou' Naou;m tou'  JEsli; tou' Naggai; tou' Mavaq tou' Mattaqivou  

         3     tou' Semei÷n tou'  jIwsh;c tou'  jIwda;  tou'  jIwana;n tou'  JRhsa; tou' Zorobabe;l tou' Salaqih;l  
            4       tou' Nhri;    tou' Melci;     tou'  jAddi;    tou' Kwsa;m   tou'  jElmada;m     tou'  ]Hr   tou'  jIhsou'  

                5         tou'  jElievzer   tou'  jIwri;m  tou' Maqqa;t   tou' Leui; 30 tou' Sumew;n  tou'  jIouvda  tou'  jIwsh;f  
                    C           tou'  jIwna;m  tou'  jEliaki;m  tou' Melea;  tou' Menna; tou' Mattaqa;  tou' Naqa;m  tou' Daui;d  
                5’         tou'  jIessai; tou'  jIwbh;d tou' Bovo" tou' Salmw;n tou' Naassw;n tou'  jAminada;b  tou'  jAdmi;n  

            4’       tou'  jAra;m  tou'  JEsrw;m  tou' Favre"  tou'  jIouvda 34  tou'  jIakw;b   tou'  jIsaa;k  tou'  jAbraa;m  
        3’     tou' Qavra    tou' Nacw;r    tou' Serou;c    tou'  JRagau;    tou' Favlek    tou'  [Eber   tou' Sala;  
    2’   tou' Kai>na;m tou'  jArfaxa;d  tou' Sh;m  tou' Nw'e  tou' Lavmec  tou' Maqousala;  tou'  JEnw;c  
1’ tou '  jIavret   tou' Maleleh;l   tou' Kai>na;m   tou'  jEnw;"   tou' Sh;q   tou'  jAda;m   tou' qeou'. 

 

… and how it sits in Section 3 

Section 3: 3.1-4.44: John’s Ministry, Jesus’ Baptism, Genealogy, Three Trials, Early Rejection & 
Ministry 

I(ABA’)C(ABA’)I’(ABA’) Contents:  

I 3.1-20 

A 1-9 ABB’   John’s ministry 

B 10-14 ABA’  Three Moral Commands of John 

A’ 15-20 ABB’  John is not the Christ…., his ministry and imprisonment 

C 3.21-4.30 

A 21-38 ABB’  Spirit and Sonship, the Genealogy: Jesus is son of Joseph/of Adam and of God 

B 4.1-15 ABA’ 1-2a/(2b-4/5-8/9-12)/13-15 
Three ‘Trials’ (Luke restructures Matthew’s story and makes it into a chiasm: ‘If 
you are the Son of God…  for the first and last ‘testings’ of the three) 

A’ 16-30 ABB’  Spirit and Sonship including: ‘Isn’t this Joseph’s son?’ 

I’ 4.31-44 

A 31-32 ABB’  Jesus goes to Capernaum and teaches on the Sabbath, with authority 

B 33-41 ABA’  Three Rebukings of Jesus (Luke reworks Mark’s storyline) 

A’ 42-44 ABB’  Jesus’ ministry is to other cities; he proclaims in synagogues throughout Judea 

 
(Compare Section 3’ below:   I, Three Denials;   C, Mocking, Three Trials, Mocking;   I’, Three Rejections)



 

Sectional symmetries and simple parallelisms follow: 

 

Section 3’: 22.54-23.25: Jesus’ Three Trials & Denials/Rejections 

I(ABA’)C(ABA’)I’(ABA’) Contents:  

I 22.54-62 

A 54-57 ABB’  Three Denials:      1 

b 58 abb’                                2 

A’ 59-62 ABB’                                3 

C 
22.63-
23.12 

A 63-65 abb’  Mocking 

B 66-23.10 ABA 66-71/23.1-5/6-10 Three Trials 

A’ 11-12 abb’  Mocking 

I’ 23.13-25 

A 13-19 ABB’  Three Rejections: 1 

b 20-21 abb’                                2 

A’ 22-25 ABB’                                3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 4: 5.1-8.21: ‘Sinners to Disciples’ 

I(4(AA’))C(ABA’)I’(4(AA’)) Contents: 

I 5.1-6.19 

1 5.1-16 AA’ 1-11/12-16 The Law fulfilled……………….. 

2 17-39 AA’ 17-26/27-39 ……sinners to disciples…..…... 

3 6.1-11 AA’ 1-5/6-11 …………………………………... 

4 12-19 AA’ 12-16/17-19 …………………………………... 

C 6.20-49 

A 20-26 AA’  4 Blessings and 4 Woes 

B 27-38 ABA’ 
27-30 
31-34 
35-38 

8 commands 
Law/Prophets/Sinners/Disciples 
8 commands 

A’ 39-49 AA’  4 Stories of Blessing and Woe 

I’ 7.1-8.21 

1 7.1-17 AA’ 1-10/11-17 The Prophets fulfilled…………. 

2 18-35 AA’ 18-23/24-35 ……sinners to disciples .……... 

3 36-8.3 AA’ 36-50/8.1-3 …………………………………... 

4  4-21 AA’ 4-18/19-21 …………………………………... 

  
 
 

Section 4’: 21.37-22.53: ‘Disciples to Sinners’; Jesus’ Arrest 

I(AA’)C(ABA’)I’(AA’) Contents:  

I 
21.37-
22.13 

A 37-22.2 AA’ 37-38/22.1-2 Temple to Mt of Olives/Plot 

A’ 3-13 AA’ 3-6/7-13 Satan - Judas/Passover Prep 

C 22.14-30 

A 14-18 ABB’ 14/15-16/17-18 Supper – Feast now 

B 19-23 ABB’ 19a/21-22/23 Betrayer present 

A’ 24-30 ABB’ 24/25-27/28-30 ‘The Greatest’ - Future Feast 

I’ 22.31-53 
A 31-38 AA’ 31-34/35-38 Satan – Peter/ swords needed 

A’ 39-53 AA’ 39-46/47-53 Mt of Olives/Jesus’ arrest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Jesus' Sermon on the Plain (see 6.17), 6.20-49 
 

 20 Looking at his disciples, he said: (A:  THE PROPHETIC SECTION: 4 Blessings and Woes)  

  

1           "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 

2    Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied.  

3    Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh. 

4   Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil  

because of the Son of Man. Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in  

heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets. 

1    But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 

2 Woe to you who are well fed now, for you will go hungry.  

3     Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 

4    Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets.  

 

 27 "But I tell you who hear me: (B:  THE PARAENETIC SECTION: 8 Commands; a Summary   

      Command; and 8 Commands with Promises attached)  

1               "Love your enemies.  

2  (D)o good to those who hate you. 

3  (B)less those who curse you.  

4  (P)ray for those who ill-treat you. 

5  If someone strikes you on one cheek, turn to him the other also.  

6  If someone takes your cloak, do not stop him from taking your tunic. 

7  Give to everyone who asks you.  

8  (A)nd if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back.”  

 

1               "Do to others as you would have them do to you.  

2   If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you?  

    Even 'sinners' love those who love them.  

3   And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you?  

    Even 'sinners' do that. 

4   And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you?  

    Even 'sinners' lend to 'sinners', expecting to be repaid in full.”  

 

1               "But love your enemies.  

2     (And) do good to them.  

3     (A)nd lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and 

   you will be sons of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 

4  Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

5  Do not judge, and you will not be judged.  

6  Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned.  

7  Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 

8  Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running 

 over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you."  

 
39 He also told them a parable:  (A’:  THE PARABOLIC SECTION: 4 Stories of Blessing and Woe) 

 

1 "Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit? A student is not above his teacher, but everyone 

who is fully trained will be like his teacher.  

2 "(And) why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 

How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you yourself fail to see the plank in your 

own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's 

eye.  

1 "(For) no good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit. Each tree is recognised by its own fruit. People 

do not pick figs from thorn-bushes, or grapes from briers. The good man brings good things out of the good stored up in his heart, 

and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.  

2 "(And) why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say? I will show you what he is like who comes to me and 

hears my words and puts them into practice. He is like a man, building a house, who dug down deep and laid the foundation on 

rock. When the flood came, the torrent struck that house but could not shake it, because it was well built. But the one who hears 

my words and does not put them into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment 

the torrent struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete." (NIV with amendments in parentheses)



      How Jesus' Sermon on the Plain, 6.20-49, sits in Section 4 and works with the telling 

              of Jesus’ activities:  
 

  Section 4: 5.1-8.21: ‘Sinners to Disciples’ 
I(4(AA’))C(ABA’)I’(4(AA’)) Contents:  

I 5.1-6.19 

1 5.1-16 AA’ 1-11/12-16 2 stories: of a catch of fish ending, ‘Depart from me… for I am a sinful man’; leper healed, the Law fulfilled 

2 17-39 AA’ 17-26/27-39 2 stories: Jesus forgives a man his sins (he blasphemes); he calls a tax collector and eats with sinners 

3 6.1-11 AA’ 1-5/6-11 2 stories: a Sabbath – plucking corn, breaking the law: another Sabbath – ‘Is it lawful to do good or evil?’ 

4 12-19 AA’ 12-16/17-19 2 stories: Jesus, on the mountain, chooses twelve; on the plain, they came to hear him and be healed 

C 6.20-49 

A 20-26 AA’  4 Blessings and 4 Woes 

B 27-38 ABA’ 
27-30 
31-34 
35-38 

8 commands: Love your enemies, do good 
4 statements: Law & Prophets fulfilled; Sinners and Disciples compared 
8 commands: Love your enemies, do good 

A’ 39-49 AA’  4 Parables of Blessing and Woe 

I’ 7.1-8.21 

1 7.1-17 AA’ 1-10/11-17 2 stories: Jesus heals a centurion’s servant; he raises a dead son, Jesus is ‘a great prophet’ 

2 18-35 AA’ 18-23/24-35 2 stories: John sends disciples to Jesus, the prophets are fulfilled; as they go Jesus speaks of prophets 

3 36-8.3 AA’ 36-50/8.1-3 2 stories: in Simon’s house a sinner anoints Jesus feet and is forgiven; women commonly ministered to him 

4  4-21 AA’ 4-18/19-21 2 stories: Jesus teaches about ‘the sower’; his mother and brothers come, his family are those who hear and do 
 

 

 

The Sermon on the Plain is central to this Section on ‘Sinners to Disciples’ and pulls the whole section together. Before the Sermon, Jesus 

is calling people, cleansing them, healing them and forgiving their sins and it is in fulfilment of the Law, or even in spite of the Law! After the 

Sermon, Jesus is calling people, cleansing them, healing them and forgiving their sins and it is, now, in fulfilment of the Prophets. It is an 

artificially constructed Section, but it is supremely evocative in the way that Luke tells it – what it was that Jesus was here to do. Jesus’ 

Sermon is clearly both artificially and chiastically-formed, but nevertheless very helpfully, to communicate the things Jesus taught and the 

things he did (as well as what he was going to do in eternity?). Either Luke expects his readers to know Matthew’s account of the Sermon 

on the Mount and that he is applying Mt. 7.12 in the absolute centre of this sermon, or he expects them to work out that as Jesus was 

fulfilling the Law and the Prophets, so too his followers were to be doing the same, by keeping the commandment, ‘Do to others as you 

would have them do to you.’ Additionally, at the centre, Luke has Jesus compare sinners and disciples. As a section, this presentation is to 

be understood in the way that Luke has intended. No one has seen this up until now, or if they have seen it, they have not written about it. 

Major commentaries do no justice to Luke’s creative skills as shown in such a section like this. Yet there is one thing more about this 

section, its conclusion: ‘both hearing and doing’ will always be the response of those who seek to follow Jesus and if they do such as this 

they will qualify as members of his family. 



 
 
The Gospel of Luke (completed, for Section designs) 

Section 1: 1.1-80: Prologue; Angel’s Announcements: Promises of Births; Belief and 
Disbelief; John the Baptist’s Birth 

A(Prologue: aa’)B(AA’)B’(AA’) Contents:  

A 1.1-4  
A 1-2 abb’  Others’ tasks 

A’ 3-4 abb’  The writer’s task 

B 1.5-38  
A 5-25 ABB’  Angel to Zechariah 

A’ 26-38 ABB’  Angel to Mary 

B’ 1.39-80  
A 39-56 ABB’  Mary exults 

A’ 57-80 ABB’  John born: Zechariah exults 

 

Section 1’: 23.56b-24.53: Angels Announce, ‘Jesus is Risen!’; Belief & Disbelief; a New 
Promise (of Jesus)  

A(AA’)B(AA’)B’(AA’) Contents:  

A 
23.56b-
24.11 

A 56b-24.7 ABB’  Women witness empty tomb  

A’ 8-11 ABB’  Women announce to disciples 

B 24.13-35 
A 13-27 ABB’  Jesus appears to ‘two’ 

A’ 28-35 ABB’  Jesus teaches 

B’ 24.36-53 
A 36-43 ABB’  Jesus appears to ‘11’ & others 

A’ 44-53 ABB’  He teaches/promises/ascends 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 2: 2.1-52: Jesus’ Birth; Salvation 

I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’) Contents:  

I 2.1-20  

A 1-7 ABB’  Jesus is born 

B 8-14 ABB’   

B’ 15-20 ABB’       Treasured in the heart 

C 2.21-40  

A 21-24 AA’ 21/22-24 Law’s requirements fulfilled 

B 25-38 AA’ 25-35/36-38  

A’ 39-40 AA’ 39/40  

I’ 2.41-52 

A 41-45 ABB’  Jesus at twelve years 

B 46-50 ABB’   

B’ 51-52 ABB’       Treasured in the heart 

 

Section 2’: 23.26-56a: Jesus’ Death; Salvation  

I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’) Contents:  

I 23.26-31 

A 26 ABB’  Simon carries the cross 

B 27 ABB’  Lament for Jesus 

B’ 28-31 ABB’  Jesus’ Lament for women 

C 23.32-49 

A 32-34 AA’ 32/33-34 Crucified: ‘Father…’  

B 35-43 AA’ 35-38/39-43 Mocked 

A’ 44-49 AA’ 44-46/47-49 Dies: ‘Father…’ 

I’ 
23.50-
56a 

A 50-51 ABB’  
Joseph asks Pilate for the 
body 

B 52-54 ABB’  Jesus is buried 

B’ 55-56a ABB’  Women witness the burial 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Section 5: 8.22-9.43a: Jesus’ Identity: ‘the Christ’, His ‘Death’, Glorious Return as ‘Judge’, 
His Glory: Disciples’ Purpose 

I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’) Contents:  

I 8.22-56 

A 22-25 ABB’  Power over nature 

B 26-39 ABB’  Power over demons 

B’ 40-56 ABB’  Power over sickness & death 

C 9.1-22 

A 9.1-9 ABB’  Jesus: John? Elijah? Prophet? 

B 10-17 ABB’  Five Thousand Fed! 

A’ 18-22 ABB’  Jesus: John? Elijah? Prophet? 

I’ 9.23-43a 

A 23-27 ABB’  Return in glory 

B 28-36 ABB’  Up the mountain: glory 

B’ 37-43a ABB’  Down the mountain: majesty 

 

Section 5’: 20.1-21.36: Jesus in the Temple: His ‘Death’, ‘the Christ’, Return as Judge in 
Glory; Disciples’ Purpose 

I(ABB’)C(ABA’)I’(ABB’)  Contents: 

I 20.1-19 

A 1-8 ABB’  Teaching the people in the  

B 9-18 ABB’       Temple 

B’ 19 ABB’   

C 
20.20-
21.4 

A 20-26 ABB’  Giving to Caesar, to God 

B 27-38 ABB’  ‘Resurrection’ teaching 

A’ 39-21.4 ABB’  Giving to the temple funds 

I’ 21.5-36 

A 5-9 ABB’  Teaching disciples on the 

B 10-28 ABB’       Temple and the End of the  

B’ 29-36 ABB’       Age 

 
 
 
 

The Acts of the Apostles 
 

Section 1: 1.1-26 Prologue; Pre-Ascension Promises of the Spirit for Witnessing; Angels’ 
Announcements; the Pre-Pentecost Days in Jerusalem; Judas’ Replacement  

A(AA’)B(AA’)B’(AA’) Contents: 

A 1.1-9 
A 1.1-5 ABB’  Prologue 

A’ 6-9  ABB’  Jesus’ Promise and Ascension 

B 1.10-14 
A 10-11 ABB’  Angels’ Promise  

A’ 12-14 ABB’  Prayer 

B’ 1.15-26 
A 15-22 ABB’  Peter on Judas 

A’ 23-26 ABB’  Replacement Apostle 

 

Section 1’: 28.16-31 In Rome:  Paul’s Witnessing continues;  Belief & Disbelief – Gentiles 
and Jews  

A(AA’)B(AA’)B’(AA’) Contents: 

A 28.16-22 
A 16 abb’  In Rome, Paul guarded 

A’ 17-22 abb’  Paul talks to Jewish leaders 

B 28.23-28 

A 23-24 abb’  Larger numbers visit Paul 

A’ 25-28 abb’ 
 

Disagreeing, they leave; ‘the 
Gentiles will listen’, Paul says 

B’ 28.30-31 
A 30a-c abb’  Paul stayed there two years 

A’ 30d-31 abb’  He preached and taught 

 

 



Section 2: 2.1-42 Pentecost; the Birth of the Church’s Mission; the Spirit is given; All can be 
Saved; Three-thousand are! 

I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’) Contents: 

I 2.1-13 
A 1-4 ABB’  Spirit given, they speak 

A’ 5-13 ABB’  The people are perplexed 

C 2.14-36 

A 14-21 ABB’ 14-16/17-18/19-21 Peter’s three-part Address: 1 

B 22-28 ABB’ 22/23-24/25-28                                             2 

B’ 29-36 ABB’ 29-31/32-33/34-36                                             3 

I’ 2.37-42 
A 37-40 ABB’  The people question 

A’ 41-42* ABB’  The people respond  

                                    v.42* for discussion 

 

Section 2’: 27.1-28.15 Paul’s Eventful Journey to Rome; All are to Die, but No, All are Saved! 

I(AA’)C(ABB’)I’(AA’) Contents: 

I 27.1-6 
A 27.1-3 ABB’  Setting out for Italy 

A’ 4-6  ABB’   

C 27.7-28.6 

A 7-26 ABB’ 7-12/13-20/21-26 The Sea Journey 

B 27-38 ABB’ 27-29/30-32/33-38  

B’ 39-28.6 ABB’ 39-41/42-44/28.1-6  

I’ 28.7-15 
A 7-10 ABB’   

A’ 11-15 ABB’  Arrival in Rome 

 

Section 3: 2.43-5.42 The Developing Church in Jerusalem: Arrests, Trials and Judgements 

I(ABB’A’)C(abb’a’)I’(ABBA’) Contents: 

I 2.43-4.22 

A 2.43-3.10 ABB’ 43-47/3.1-5/6-10 
Apostles’ signs, all in common; 
lame man healed 

B 11-26 ABB’ 11-16/17-23/24-26 Solomon’s Colonnade 

B’ 4.1-12 ABB’ 1-4/5-7/8-12 Peter and John seized 

A’  13-22 ABB’ 13-14/15-17/18-22 
Sanhedrin threatened them;  
...lame man - forty. 

C 4.23-31 

a 23 abb’  Released, Peter and John… 

b 24-28 abb’  Response, Psalm 2.1,2 

b’ 29-30 abb’   

a’ 31 abb’  … filled with the Holy Spirit 

I’ 4.32-5.42 

A 32-5.11 ABB’ 32-37/5.1-6/7-11 
All in common; apostles’ 
power; deaths! 

B 12-25 ABB’ 12-16/17-21a/21b-25 Solomon’s Colonnade 

B’ 26-32  ABB’ 26/27-28/29-32 Apostles before the Sanhedrin 

A’ 33-42 ABB’ 33-34/35-39/40-42 
Sanhedrin wants to put them 
to death 

 

Section 3’: 22.30-26.32 Paul’s Trials:  the Judgements and his Appeal to Caesar  

I(ABB’A’)C(abb’a’)I’(ABB’A’) Contents: 

I 
22.30-
24.27 

A 
22.30-
23.11 

ABB’ 22.30-23.5/6-8/9-11 Sanhedrin called 

B 12-35 ABB’ 23.12-21/22-30/31-35 Plot to kill Paul 

B’ 24.1-23 ABB’ 24.1-9/10-21/22-23 Paul before Felix 

A’ 24.24-27 ABB’ 24.24/25-26/27 Paul is sent for frequently 

C 25.1-6 

a 25.1-2 abb’  Festus: Caesarea to Jerusalem 

b 3 abb’  Ambush prepared 

b’ 4-5 abb’  Therefore Caesarea for trial 

a’ 6 abb’  Festus to Caesarea 

I’ 
25.7-
26.32 

A 25.7-12 ABB’ 25.7-9/10-11/12 Paul’s Appeal to Caesar 

B 13-22 ABB’ 25.13-14b/14c-19/20-22 Festus & Agrippa - on Paul 

B’ 23-26.29 ABB’ 25.23-26.1a/1b-23/24-29 Paul before Festus & Agrippa 

A’ 30-32 ABB’ 26.30/31/32 ‘Paul’s Appeal to Caesar’ 



 

 

 

 

Section 4: 6.1-9.31 The Jerusalem Church: Stephen’s Speech & Martyrdom; Persecution 
and Scattering; Saul’s Conversion 

I(aa’)C(ABB’)I’(aa’)  

I 6.1-7 
a 6.1-4 abb’   

a’ 6.5-7 abb’   

C 6.8-9.27 

A 6.8-8.1a 

A 6.8-7.2a ABB’ 8-10/11-14/15-7.2a 

B 7.2b-53 ABB’ 2b-10/11-36/37-53 

B’ 7.54-8.1a ABB’ 54-56/57-58/59-8.1a 

B 8.1b-40 

A 8.1b-13 ABB’ 1b-3/4-8/9-13 

B 8.14-27a ABB’ 14-16/17-24/25-27a 

B’ 8.27b-40 ABB’ 27b-31/32-35/36-40 

B’ 9.1-27 

A 9.1-9 ABB’ 1-2/3-6/7-9 

B 9.10-19a ABB’ 10-14/15-16/17-19a 

B’ 9.19b-27 ABB’ 19b-22/23-25/26-27 

I’ 9.28-31 
a 9.28-30 abb’   

a’ 9.31 abb’   

 

 

 

Section 4’: 18.24-22.29 In Ephesus, Uproar; Sufferings Ahead for Paul; and in Jerusalem, 
Uproar and Paul’s Arrest 

I(aa’)C(ABB’)I’(aa’)  

I 18.24-28 
a 18.24-26 abb’   

a’ 27-28 abb’   

C 
19.1-
22.21 

A 19.1-41 

A 1-16 ABB’ 1-7/8-10/11-16 

B 17-27 ABB’ 17-20/21-22/23-27 

B’  28-41 ABB’ 28-31/32-34/35-41 

B 20.1-38 

A 1-18a ABB’ 1-6/7-12/13-18a 

B 18b-28 ABB’ 18b-21/22-24/25-28 

B’ 29-38 ABB’ 29-31/32-35/36-38 

B’ 
21.1-
22.21 

A 1-17 ABB’ 1-6/7-14/15-17 

B 18-40 ABB’ 18-26/27-29/30-40 

B’  22.1-21 ABB’ 1-5/6-16/17-21 

I’ 22.22-29 
a 22.22-25 abb’   

a’ 26-29 abb’   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Section 5: 9.32-11.21 Peter, on Mission: the Role of Vision and the Spirit; Jesus is Judge  

I(ABB’)C(ABB’)I’(ABB’) Contents: 

I 9.32-43 

A 32-35 ABB’  ‘turned to the Lord’ 

B 36-38 ABB’   

B’ 39-43 ABB’   

C 10.1-48 

A 10.1-23a 

A 1-8 ABB’  

B 9-16 ABB’  

B’ 17-23a ABB’  

B 
10.23b-
33 

A 23b-27 ABB’  

B 28-29 ABB’  

B’ 30-33 ABB’  

B’ 10.34-48 

A 34-43 ABB’  

B 44-46a ABB’  

B’ 46b-48 ABB’  

I’ 11.1-21 

A 1-17 ABB’   

B 18 ABB’   

B’ 19-21 ABB’  ‘turned to the Lord’ 

 

 
 

Section 5’: 16.6-18.23 Paul, on Mission: the Role of Vision and the Spirit; Jesus is Judge 

I(ABB’)C(ABB’)I’(ABB’) Contents: 

I 16.6-15 

A 6-10 ABB’  ‘Phrygia and Galatian country’ 

B 11-12 ABB’   

B’ 13-15 ABB’   

C 
16.16-
18.8 

A 16.16-40 

A 16-24 ABB’  

B 25-34 ABB’  

B’ 35-40 ABB’  

B 17.1-15 

A 1-4 ABB’  

B 5-9 ABB’  

B’ 10-15 ABB’  

B’ 
17.16-
18.8 

A 16-18 ABB’  

B 19-34 ABB’  

B’ 18.1-8 ABB’  

I’ 18.9-23 

A 9-11 ABB’   

B 12-17 ABB’   

B’ 18-23 ABB’  ‘Galatian country and Phrygia’ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Section C: 11.22-16.5 Three Journeys of Saul (Paul) and Barnabas, from Antioch 

(I) To Jerusalem and back (taking famine relief); James’ Death; Peter’s Escape; Saul & Barnabas 
deliver the relief  

I(abb’)C(ABB’)I’(abb’) Contents: 

I 11.22-30 

a 22-24 ABB’  Jerusalem hears; Barnabas... 

b 25-26 ABB’  He seeks out Saul in Tarsus 

b’ 27-30 ABB’  Famine signalled/ they’re sent 

C 12.1-17 

A 12.1-4 ABB’  James killed, Peter arrested 

B 5-10 ABB’  Peter is ‘freed’ 

B’ 11-17  ABB’  He presents himself..... 

I’ 12.18-25 

a 18-19 ABB’  Peter could not be found 

b 20-23 ABB’  Saul, ‘a god’, dies! 

b’ 24-25 ABB’  Barnabas and Saul return 

 
(C) On Mission, to Psidian Antioch, (Saul) Paul ‘Turns to the Gentiles’ 

I(ABB’)C(I(ABB’)C(AA’)I’(ABB’))I’(ABB’) Contents: 

I 13.1-14a 

A 13.1-3 ABB’  In Antioch, Barnabas & Saul 

B 4-12 ABB’  Saul/Paul change of name 

B’ 13-14a  ABB’   

C 
13.14b-
14.18 

I 
13.14b-
41 

A 13.14b ABB’ Sabbath: to Jews & Gentiles 

B 15 ABB’  

B’ 16-41  ABB’  

C 13.42-43 
A 13.42 abb’ Invitation to speak again 

A’ 43 abb’ ‘Continue in the grace of God’ 

I 
13.44-
14.18 

A 13.44-52 ABB’ Sabbath: they ‘turn to Gentiles’ 

B 14.1-7 ABB’  

B’ 8-18  ABB’  

I’ 14.19-28 

A 14.19-20a ABB’  Jews from Antioch… 

B 20b-23 ABB’   

B’ 24-28 abb’  Barnabas & Paul return 

 
(I’) To Jerusalem and back (over the Law and Gentiles);  Peter’s Speech; James’ Proposal; The 
Importance of Paul and Barnabas to the Church; a Letter is written and delivered 

I(abb’)C(ABB’)I’(abb’) Contents: 

I 15.1-21 

a 1-2 ABB’  Antioch: circumcision issue 

b 3-5 ABB’  To Jerusalem, a challenge 

b’ 6-21 ABB’  A Council meets/decides 

C 15.22-29 

A 22-24 ABB’  A Letter is written.. 

B 25-27 ABB’  ‘It seemed good to us…’ 

B’ 28-29  ABB’  ‘It seemed good to the H.Sp’ 

I’ 
15.30-
16.5 

a 30-35 ABB’  Sent off to Antioch 

b 36-41 ABB’  Paul & Silas strengthen ch. 

b’ 16.1-5 ABB’  Decisions delivered 

 


