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Reading ‘Matthew’ as the Writer intended:   

 

An Introduction: 
Matthew’s Gospel is produced here in a near literal English translation of a Greek text, UBS5, that is 

judged by many scholars to be close to what the original must have been like. I offer my 

presentation of this gospel today as much to those who do not have the facility of ancient Greek as 

to those who do. In this introduction it will become plain why. 

For eleven hundred years at least, in the western church, the Greek text was neither read, nor 

studied. For all that period of time, the church was content to read and work with its own Latin 

version. (There were many Latin versions in use initially.) Only with the Reformation, was attention 

given again to the reading and the studying of the Greek texts. Reading the texts in the original 

language of ancient Greek proved cathartic. Rapid progress was made in many different ways. But 

much was missed in this period of turmoil in the life of the church. Since then, a long succession of 

Greek versions, and translations of those versions, have focused on the ‘words’ of the texts. But 

studies show that the ‘works’ themselves, as whole documents, have not been explored for how 

they were put together or, therefore, for how they were meant to be read. What is clear today is 

this: it is in the Greek text only that we can discover the signifiers of structure and the writing style 

which the writers employed in their efforts to help their readers read their works in a disciplined 

way. Regrettably, in regard to Matthew’s Gospel, it has to be said that no one has been reading it in 

the way that its writer would have wanted for at least the last seventeen-hundred years! 

Currently, many read this Gospel as if it was intended from the beginning to be read from a printed 

page. Anyone today, who is able to read, can read it for themselves and in their own time. Plenty of 

copy, plenty of printed versions are available. It was not so in the beginning and we will come back 

to this point. Rather for now, between the time of the writing of this gospel and today, we can track 

times when the church really did try to assist people with their reading and their understanding of it. 

Within two centuries of its writing, church leaders were translating the texts of the New Testament 

from the Greek into Latin (though often with limited skill, Augustine informs us). Their aim was to 

make the texts more available to the majority of the people of the Mediterranean area of the Roman 

Empire, who spoke Latin much more than they did Greek. (This indeed was also the case with 

Augustine, who, though a Professor of Rhetoric in Latin in Alexandria, had squandered his earlier-life 
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opportunity to master Greek Rhetoric.) Without anyone knowing, this translation into Latin led to 

the loss of many of the signifiers of structure that were cradled in the Greek texts. Gone, lost to the 

church, so early in its life, were the reading helps that the writers included in their works.  

In the Middle Ages, these indicators of literary form were buried a little deeper when the church 

imposed Stephen Langton’s chapter and verse on the texts. Though his method of versification was 

to be replaced in later times, his chapters remain. The intention of the church was a good one. The 

inclusion of chapters meant that a useful referencing was added to the texts. People were enabled 

to locate the same piece of text quite quickly. But over the years, these chapter additions have 

attracted complaint. One wrote that they had been made ‘very incorrectly, often separating things 

that are closely joined, and joining those things that are entirely distinct from each other.’ John 

Wesley wrote this, on the 4th January, 1754, in his Preface to his ‘Explanatory Notes...’.  

In modern times, what stands out more than anything else is the proliferation of translations and 

editions. One has followed another, promising something different. Those that have been prepared 

for reading in church have undergone word-changes! Check, for example, the evolving wording of 

Luke 11.27. Different editions also separate one bit of text from another in different ways. Most 

editions introduce ‘editorial headings’ to the text which editors think suitable, whether or not they 

have an understanding of the text and whether or not they are trained for such work. Additionally, 

people are encouraged to read the Gospel, not to the writer’s designated plan and method, but to 

somebody else’s, because they, in fact, do not know what the writers’ intentions were. Reading 

schemes are produced by all kinds of well-meaning experts. The church’s own ‘lectionaries’ are of 

this ilk. Joint commissions even, of the churches, have endeavoured to provide congregations and 

preachers alike with a meaningful route through the biblical texts over weeks and months, and up to 

a year for a gospel and three years for the whole set. But what has it done? What is the result? A 

significant number of appointed readings begin and end in places that the writers themselves would 

never have agreed to! Indeed, some lectionary-designated passages in the letters begin halfway 

through a piece and end halfway through the following piece, giving license to the preacher to say 

just about anything about anything!  

It is still popular amongst many Christians today to speak of the biblical texts as the Word of God. 

But what has happened? For all its good intentions, over the years and throughout the ages, the 

church has unwittingly added to the destruction of the texts and of their writers’ intentions for their 

texts. We might dare to say that God’s Word has been man-handled - to death, or we might re-

apply the old maxim, that the church has turned wine into water! In its attempts at improving the 

reading capabilities of its people, or at improving the readability of the texts, the church has failed in 
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both. This is the bad news! But there is good news. The good news is that everyone now stands to 

gain so much more than before. A fresh, new reading of these texts is possible.  

But can we know how these literary works were always intended to be read? That is our question 

now. And I am absolutely certain that the answer is, ‘yes, we can.’ Since 1983, when I left 

Cambridge, I have had evidence. In 1988, I shared a lot of it when I first published my analytical work 

in Sliced Bread: the Four Gospels, Acts and Revelation: their Literary Structures. In 1999, I published 

my doctoral thesis on The Markan Matrix: a Literary-Structural Analysis of the Gospel of Mark: it 

showed that Mark’s Gospel was a disciplined work of ancient rhetoric. And between 2004 and 2016, 

I kept on publishing a succession of editions of my single-volume work (with CD-ROM) titled, New 

Testament: New Testimony to the Skills of the Writers and First Readers, covering all the books of 

the New Testament. Over the two years since, I have continued using my website and academia.edu 

to post further developments.  

I have been showing that this Gospel of Matthew is a work of literature that was well suited to the 

oral/aural educational/official and legal/entertainment environment of its era. Contrary to the vast 

majority of New Testament scholars, I continue to hold to the view that this gospel is a work of 

ancient rhetoric. The Greek text displays the evidence. The writer established his aims and purposes 

long before he ever began writing anything. He gave his production a structure, a plan. And further 

to this, he chose, before he started writing anything at all, to employ a particular writing style that 

was already much in use in the writings of the church. Structure and style were required for any first 

century document because a literary work had to succeed in an environment where copy was 

limited, because of its very great expense, and people, the general population, learned only by 

listening. They could not learn by reading, because they had not been taught to read. (The Apostle 

Paul himself was not used to writing; his ‘hand’ was that of a child by his own admission – see the 

ending of two of his letters. And the earlier apostles were all said to be ‘illiterate’ – for this see the 

Acts.) Structure and writing style assisted clarity of comprehension and understanding then, but it 

also effectively made the text more easily memorable and performable. The writer supremely wrote 

for his readers, for those who could read, because it was only through his reader-reciters that he 

could reach his intended listening audiences throughout the towns and cities and regions of the 

Roman Empire.  

We concentrate our focus now upon the Gospel of Matthew and firstly upon the influences on its 

structure that come from earlier civilisations. This gospel is very different from the one that 

preceded it. The Gospel of Mark is a drama, with all the elements of a Greek tragedy, for stage 

presentation in an arena. The Gospel of Matthew is essentially a Teaching Manual, for an individual’s 
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use, or for that of a study group. And it is called ‘a manual’ for good reason. Hands have their use in 

both the memorising and the presenting of it. Fingers in Sumerian, Assyrian and Babylonian market 

places counted out the money appropriate to the costs of purchases. The sexagesimal system served 

these civilisations well. It required that one hand’s digits in their parts represented the numbers one 

to twelve, and that the other hand provided the five, for the multiplying of the two numbers. The 

following diagram explains things a little further. 

                                                 

The thumb was used to point to the bones of the fingers as appropriate, whether in simply counting, 

or in use in tandem with the other hand for the purpose of multiplication. My hand diagram shows 

how ‘fourteens’ and ‘fives’ may have worked, as appropriate to memorising and reciting Matthew’s 

Gospel. The right hand’s fingers may have represented ‘five’/’one’ to ‘five’ and the left hand 

‘fourteens’. My hand diagram demonstrates the two ways in which fingers assisted: as ‘fourteens’ 

made up of 1,2,3,4,5,6 and 7,8,9,10,11,12 and 13 and 14, which could be alternatively viewed as: 

ABB’ X1ABB’:ABB’ X2ABB’, with sub-series, ABB’, each side of two centres, X1 and X2, in the text. For 

an example, we find in Section 5’ that the Feeding of the Five Thousand occupies the first centre and 

the Feeding of the Four Thousand occupies the second. It is impressive!   

In Mark’s Gospel, which is structured as Four Series of Seven Days, the Seven Days are arranged 

Homerically (as in the Iliad) as ABB’XABB’, where A is the introductory day of three; B is the first 

development (the second of three days); and B’ is the paralleling and completing second 

development (the third of the three days); and where after the central day, X, a second three-day 

sub-series completes a full Seven Day Series. In the narrative sections of Matthew’s Gospel, for 

Sections 1, 3, 5, 5’, 3’ and 1’, the writer (the rhetor) employs a doubled-up version of Mark’s and 

Homer’s, hence as above, to the structure: ABB’XABB’:ABB’XABB’. In his teaching sections which end 
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with the words, ‘And it came about, that when Jesus finished…’, these (alternating) sections contain 

fourteen pieces each, in Sections 4, C and 4’, and three times fourteen pieces in Sections 2 and 2’.  

It will be seen from the chart which follows that the Gospel is made up of Eleven Sections in the 

chiastic arrangement of 1,2,3,4,5,C,5’,4’,3’,2’,1’. It is notable that the books of Luke’s two-book work 

are similarly constructed. What is common to all the Gospels and Acts is the employment of the 

same writing style, of ABB’, where, as above in the constructing of Sections 1, 3, 5, 5’, 3’ and 1’, the 

same is used in the inner arrangement of the pieces. In the general case, therefore, the pieces that 

make up the sections are, likewise, fully completed ABB’ constructions, where A is the opening 

piece, B is the first development and B’ is the paralleling and completing second development. 

What is also seen in the chart which follows is that the whole work is made up of three principal 

parts, all of 5 x 14 pieces each which equals a total of 70 pieces for each. ‘70’, of course, is a 

significant number! The structure begs interpretation, but not here, I think. What needs to be 

pointed out is that the first and the last pieces of the complete text are significant for the numbers 

they contain: in the first, 1.1-17, ‘14’ and ‘3’; and in the last, 28.16-20, ‘11’ and ‘three’ also, given the 

three-fold name into which those who are being made disciples are to be baptized. In all four 

gospels, the writers ‘build’ numbers into their texts which communicate to their readers features of 

the structure of their work. They give the reader helpful information at the beginning, with which 

the reader can work as he/she reads, and at the end with helpful information with which he/she can 

check their reading. In Matthew’s Gospel, we have at the beginning, the writer’s presentation of 

Jesus’ birth relatives and a showing of the writer’s interest in fourteens and threes. At the end, we 

have the writer’s narrative of Jesus commissioning eleven, to teach and baptise in the three-fold 

name of God and at the same time, the writer’s showing interest in eleven, the number of his 

gospel’s sections, and three, the number of the main parts to his exposition. But now, I need to 

introduce my work of translation.  

Before tackling my translation of Matthew’ Gospel, I have worked on a number of the Books of the 

New Testament, translating them into literal English, in an attempt to show non-Greek readers how 

the Greek words succeed each other on the page. The first gospel I managed was that of Mark. The 

second was John’s. Currently, I have much of Luke in a literal English version. I have a number of my 

own literal English versions of the Letters also: for example, I John, I Peter, James and Philippians. 

But before any of this was done, I ‘parsed’ the Greek texts and critically examined them for their 

rhetorical purposes. I used available Greek texts and their apparatus, but I ignored all punctuation 

and any division whatsoever of the texts. To have worked with those features would have been to 

trust the compilers to have done the work that I knew still needed doing. Codices Sinaiticus and 
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Vaticanus show only columns of capital letters with no gaps even between words and only a few 

other things, such as edentations and associated gaps. The manuscripts certainly show no 

punctuation. But the first century reader could ‘part’ any text like these. He or she knew that the 

document would exhibit a structure and a writing style which together would provide the 

punctuation, and much more besides. My parsing and rhetorical analysis of all the Greek texts is 

available on the CD-ROM which I produced as part of my New Testament: New Testimony package, 

first of all, in 2006. I have had to revise some of them since and, indeed, following this current work 

of mine on translating Matthew’s Gospel, I will have to record some changes to my current 

presentation of Matthew’s Gospel in Greek, though, maybe, these will be for the very last time! 

I present below, a sample of my work with the Greek text. It is the final piece of the gospel, 28.16-

20: 

OiJ de; e{ndeka maqhtai;       (a) a A 

  ejporeuvqhsan       (b) 

  eij" th;n Galilaivan     (b’) 

 eij" to; o[ro"         b 

 ou| ejtavxato aujtoi'" oJ jIhsou'".      b’ 

kai; ijdovnte" aujto;n,         a B 

 prosekuvnhsan,        b 

 oiJ de; ejdivstasan.       b’ 

kai; proselqw;n,        (a) a B’ 

  oJ jIhsou'" ejlavlhsen aujtoi'",    .a (b) 

   levgwn,     .a’ 

  jEdovqh moi pa'sa ejxousiva    .a (b’) 

   ejn oujranw'/     .b 

   kai; ejpi; gh'".    .b’ 

 poreuqevnte" ou\n,      .a (a) b 

   maqhteuvsate     .b 

   pavnta ta; e[qnh,    .b’ 

  baptivzonte" aujtou;"    (.a) .a (b) 

    eij" to; o[noma   (.b) 

    tou' patro;"   (.b’) 

   kai; tou' uiJou'     .b 

   kai; tou' aJgivou pneuvmato",  .b’ 

  didavskonte" aujtou;"     .a (b’) 

   threi'n pavnta     .b 

   o{sa ejneteilavmhn uJmi'n:   .b’ 

 kai; ijdou;,       (a) b’ 

  ejgw; meq j uJmw'n eijmi pavsa" ta;" hJmevra"   (b) 

  e{w" th'" sunteleiva" tou' aijw'no".   (b’) 
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In the literal English translation that I present, I have been pleased to visit the work of one who is 

named similarly to myself, David R. Palmer, whom I do not know. I like some of his turns of phrase, 

particularly, his ‘And it came about, that when Jesus finished…’, and I am particularly happy to 

employ that one. But his objective was to be true to the Greek text as he sought also to update the 

words and some constructions in the text to achieve a presentation which he judged would be fit for 

today. In the latter sense, my translation in no way competes. My objective, in my translation of 

Matthew’s Gospel, as with all my earlier work of translation, has been to be true to the Greek text 

and demonstrate at the same time its construction, for any reader in this century to understand and 

appreciate it. I am happy also to expose the self-referencing system which the writer himself built 

into his text. Chapter and verse were never needed! I am happy too to give the whole text the 

punctuation that it demands. Furthermore, my translation and presentation reveals the reading 

scheme that is suitable to this book. Indeed, this is a book that offers its own reading scheme! 

For a self-referencing scheme, we have the possibilities of 5.14, say, and 2’.14,14,12. 5.14 would 

mean Section 5, piece 14, the final piece of that section. And 2’.14,14,12 would mean Section 2’, the 

12th piece of the third set of 14 pieces. The advantage of this method of referencing, over that of 

Stephen Langton’s is that you can tell from the reference where the piece actually sits in the overall 

text and how it relates to all the other pieces. 

Most readers of ‘Matthew’ know about the five presentations of the closing formula, ‘And it came 

about that when Jesus finished….’ It is used to signify conclusion to five (alternating) sections of the 

eleven. Other words and phrases in the Greek find repetition. ‘Then’ is used more than any other 

word to begin a new piece. I can be true to my use of these words and phrases in my presentation. 

But many openings to pieces include a present participle followed by a verb in a past tense. This 

makes for difficulty. If I were to be absolutely faithful to this construction in my translation, and all 

the time, it would break the flow of words to which we are used and make any reading difficult. 

David R Palmer introduces an ‘and’ to get round the difficulty and he is consistent in his use of this 

approach. Examples are needed: in the Greek, we might come across a ‘coming’ followed by ‘they 

saw’. He writes: ‘They came upon the house and saw…’ I write, ‘Upon coming to the house, they 

saw…’ Or given in the Greek, ‘opening’ followed by ‘they presented’, he writes ‘They opened their 

treasures and presented him gifts…’, whereas I write: ‘and opening their treasures, they presented 

him gifts...’  

The key to the translation and the presentation of my near literal English representation of the 

‘words’, and this ‘work’ as a whole, is in being able to see the connections between the parts in each 

construction. In alternating sections, you will see that the relationship of the pieces is in the style: 
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ABB’XABB’:ABB’XABB’. The ABB’ progressions are sub-series that link around a centre, X1 or X2. The 

writing style of ABB’ may appear complex at first sight, but it is, in fact, simple in its ordering of the 

contents and the words of the text. It may be that we ought to name it as dactylic, after the Greek, 

daktulus, for finger. In the literary sense, a dactyl is a ‘foot’ which is viewed as a long syllable 

followed by two short ones. In the case of our fingers, as they relate to the drawing of a hand which I 

present above, A is the long part and the B parts (B and B’) are the shorter ones. It seems to me to 

be right to be viewing this rhetor’s use of ABB’ for his writing style as dactylic. 

How does it work in practice? In short, as the example above, of the gospel’s final piece. At any point 

in the text, meaning also at any literary level, a whole unit of text is made up of the three parts, A, B 

and B’ at one level; at the lower level to the former, let us say, a, b and b’; and at a still lower literary 

level, (a), (b) and (b’); and at a still lower level .a, .b and .b’; and so on. All in the following way: 

 higher literary levels  lower literary levels 

A a (a) .a 
   .b 
   .b’ 
  (b) .a 
   .b 
   .b’ 
  (b’) 
 b (a) 
  (b) 
  (b’) 
 b’ 
B a 
 b 
 b’ 
B’ a 
 b 
 b’ 
 

The whole unit comprises a minimum of three parts, in the relationship of A, B and B’. 
 
For John’s Gospel’s opening, in the order of Greek, we read: In the beginning was the Word 
        And the Word was with God 
        And (God) was (the Word).  
 
A whole unit, or piece can be just three lines (see ABB’), or it can be between three and nine lines 

(see ABB’ incorporating abb’ for one, two or all of the earlier-defined literary levels). Or from the 

above layout, we can see that, given these four levels of literary order, the whole can be completed 

by 3 lines, up to 9 lines, up to 27 lines or even up to 81 lines. The writing method is flexible to this 

extent. It is the writer who decides how many lines he will use. He just has to stick to the simple 
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writing principle, that at whatever level he is writing, he needs to achieve a three-part balance of 

pieces that maintains the rhythm of an ‘a’ part, followed by a ‘b’ part, followed by a ‘b’’ part.  

Of all the New Testament writers, the writer of Matthew’s Gospel is the one who chose at times, and 

usually only in his teaching sections that finished, each one, with the five-times-used formula, ‘And it 

came about, when Jesus finished’, to present some smaller independent units of text to something 

other than his abb’ mini-structures. He employs a:a’ mini-structures formed of simple parallelism 

and abb’a’ mini-chiasms in their simplest and most ancient form, it seems, to enliven his 

presentation and stimulate his listening audience. It may well be that this writer felt his presentation 

was systematic enough, without his having to stay totally with the first writing method of his choice.  

To help with the reading of the text of Matthew’s Gospel, I have, for the most part, included the 

same kind of signifiers of the different literary levels. These are on the right side of the text. 

On the left side of the text, I have included indentations to show the starts of pieces in the order of 

literary levels of text, from the highest to the lowest. 

I have put some words in italics. These are not actually present in the Greek text, but they are 

inferred by it. The word ‘is’ several times occupies the space between the end of one line of literary 

order and the beginning of the next. In other words it is asserted by the structuring of the text. 

Other words, like ‘soldiers’ and ‘the Kingdom of God’ are inferred by the text’s presentation. All 

these are presented in italics.  

Lastly, I have underlined some words that have parallel/matching partners, which form a significant 

duality of a kind and which always occupy the b and b’ parts of any level of construction. Also, on 

many occasions I have brought out in bold the sort of word, or phrase that is significant to the 

defining of a piece of the text and to recognising the principal content of that unit of text. 

My purpose, as a New Testament scholar and Methodist Minister, has not changed over the past 

thirty-five years. It has been, and it continues to be, to see that every book of the New Testament is 

read in the way that its writer intended. No commentary on any New Testament Book sets itself to 

answer this challenge. Consequently, no commentary comes anywhere near to achieving what it 

could, for the sake of the reader. There is everything to do today and the New Testament world of 

scholarship is generally oblivious to this! I give the last word, for now, to Augustine (you can look up 

the reference on my website, or in the fifth edition of my latest book). He contributes, in my words: 

no one will ever know the purpose and meaning of a first-century, Greco-Roman text, if he (she) 

doesn’t know its structure, how it works, what holds it together, where it’s going with its 

presentation, what it seeks to do, or, even, what genre the writing represents.  



11 
 

May the writer of Matthew’s Gospel be honoured today, given that the church can now read his 

work in the way that he always meant it to. 
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SECTION 1:  1.1-4.25  JESUS’ BIRTH FAMILY, BIRTH AND EARLY YEARS; HIS BAPTISM – HE IS ‘THE SON OF GOD’, HIS TEMPTATIONS AND PURPOSE   

Jesus’ 
‘3x14’ birth 
relatives 
A  1.1-17 

Jesus’ birth - 
‘an angel’, 
Son of David 
B  1.18-25 

Birth was in  
Bethlehem: 
King of Jews 
B’  2.1-6 

Herod’s plot 
to kill (King) 
Jesus 
X  2.7-12 

Joseph is  
warned: they 
go to Egypt 
A  2.13-15 

Slaughter of 
innocents 
 
B  2.16-18 

Family go to 
Nazareth 
 
B’  2.19-23 

John the 
Baptist - in 
Judea 
A  3.1-4 

Jordan, John 
baptizing: 
one coming 
B  3.5-12 

Jesus is 
baptized, is 
‘Son of God’ 
B’  3.13-17 

Jesus’ Three 
Temptations: 
Son of God? 
 X  4.1-11 

Jn. in prison: 
Jesus to 
Capernaum  
A  4.12-16 

He proclaims 
and calls 
disciples 
B  4.17-22 

J. teaching, 
preaching & 
healing 
B’  4.23-25 

SECTION 2: 5.1-7.29  JESUS’ TEACHINGS (1): ‘Jesus’ Teachings on the Mountain’; BLESSINGS FOR GOD’S CHILDREN; THE LAW, PROPHETS, RELIGION & THE COMING KINGDOM  
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SECTION 3: 8.1-9.35  JESUS’ GALILEAN MINISTRY, HIS PERSON AND PURPOSE 

Crowds 
follow: Jesus 
heals a leper 
A  8.1-4 

Centurion: 
faith unseen  
‘in Israel’ 
B  8.5-13 

Peter’s 
mother in law 
is healed 
B’  8.14-15 

More healed: 
as Isaiah 
prophesied 
X 8.16-17 

Jesus leaves 
- possible 
followers? 
A 8.18-22 

Jesus stills a 
great storm 
 
B  8.23-27 

Jesus casts 
out demons 
in Gadara 
B’  8.28-34 

Jesus heals 
paralytic – 
friends’ faith 
A  9.1-8 

Matthew…: 
Jesus eats 
with sinners.. 
B  9.9-13 

Jesus is 
questioned 
on fasting 
B’  9.14-17 

Jesus heals  
two 
‘daughters’ 
X  9.18-26 

Two blind 
men calling: 
Son of David 
A  9.27-31 

Jesus heals 
a deaf mute, 
not ‘in Israel’ 
B 9.32-34 

J. teaching, 
preaching & 
healing 
B’  9.35 

SECTION 4: 9.36-11.1  JESUS’ TEACHINGS (2): THE MISSION OF THE TWELVE AND JESUS’ MISSION INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS DISCIPLES  

’Workers in 
the Harvest 
are needed’ 
9.36-38 

‘Twelve’ 
chosen, sent 
to lost sheep 
10.1-10 

Judgement 
for towns 
that reject  
10.11-15 

As sheep 
among 
wolves 
10.16-17 

Before 
governors 
and kings 
10.18-20 

Brother 
betrays 
brother 
10.21-23 

As for the 
teacher, also 
the disciple 
10.24-25 

So do not 
fear: all will 
be told 
10.26-28  

Do not fear:  
worth more 
than birds  
10.29-31 

Acknowledge 
or disown – 
my Father 
10.32-33 

Not peace, 
but a sword  
 
10.34-36 

Worthy of 
Jesus: take 
up own cross 
10.37-39 

Anyone 
receives you: 
rewards 
10.40-42 

‘…finished…’
teaching, 
preaching 
11.1 

SECTION 5: 11.2-12.50  THE ISSUE OF JESUS’ IDENTITY; PEOPLE - FOR AND AGAINST HIM 

Jn: ‘Is Jesus 
the one?’  
Isa. 29,35,61 
A  11.2-6 

John - more 
than a 
prophet 
B  11.7-15 

John and 
Jesus 
compared  
B’  11.16-19 

In the Day of 
Judgement 
 
X  11.20-24 

Father, Son 
and chosen: 
rest for souls 
A  11.25-30 

Jesus: Lord 
of the 
Sabbath 
B  12.1-8 

Jesus heals 
on Sabbath: 
Ph’s. plot 
B’  12.9-14 

Jesus leaves 
but heals all: 
Isa. 42.1-4 
A  12.15-21 

Demon cast 
out: Ph’s 
charge Jesus 
B  12.22-30 

Blasphemy 
v. Spirit: no 
forgiveness 
B’  12.31-32 

In the Day of 
Judgement 
 
X  12.33-37 

Pharisees:  
a sign? 
Jonah only 
A  12.38-42 

Evil spirit 
leaves, 
seven more! 
B  12.43-45 

Mother and 
brothers?  
Father’s will 
B’  12.46-50 

SECTION C: 13.1-53  JESUS’ TEACHINGS (3): PARABLES OF THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN 

Parable of 
the Sower: 
‘ears to hear’ 
13.1-9 

Explanation: 
why 
parables? 
13.10-17 

Explanation: 
Parable of 
the Sower 
13.18-23 

Parable of 
the weeds on 
‘separation’ 
13.24-30 

Parable of 
the mustard 
seed 
13.31-32 

Parable of 
the yeast  
 
13.33 

He speaks to 
the crowds in 
parables 
13.34-35 

Explanation 
of the weeds: 
‘ears to hear’ 
13.36-43 

Parable of 
the treasure 
 
13.44 

Parable of 
the fine pearl 
 
13.45-46 

Parable of 
the net on 
‘separation’ 
13.47-48 

Explanation 
of the end 
 
13.49-50 

Kingdom: old 
and new 
treasures 
13.51-52 

‘…finished…’ 
he left there 
 
13.53 

SECTION 5’: 13.54-16.20  THE ISSUE OF JESUS’ IDENTITY; PEOPLE - FOR AND AGAINST HIM 

People: ‘Isn’t  
this Jesus..?’ 
a prophet… 
A  13.54-58 

Herod: 
‘Jesus: John 
raised?’ 
B  14.1-12 

Crowds 
followed: he 
healed them 
B’  14.13-14 

Feeding of 
the 5,000 
 
X  14.15-21 

Jesus alone, 
praying  
 
A  14.22-23a 

Jesus walks 
on water: 
’Son of God’ 
B  14.23b-33 

Gennesaret: 
sick brought, 
all healed 
B’  14.34-36 

Pharisees’ 
challenge 
Isa. 29.13 
A  15.1-20 

Canaanite 
woman: 
bread/dogs 
B  15.21-28 

Sea of 
Galilee: he 
healed 
B’  15.29-31 

Feeding of 
the 4,000 
 
X  15.32-39 

Pharisees:  
a sign? 
Jonah only 
A  16.1-4 

Bread and 
Pharisees: 
explanations 
B  16.5-12 

Caesarea P: 
Who?  
‘The Christ!’ 
B’  16.13-20 

SECTION 4’: 16.21-19.1a  JESUS’ TEACHINGS (4):  THE CHURCH AND JESUS’ INSTRUCTIONS TO HIS DISCIPLES 

Jerusalem: 
to suffer, die, 
rise again 
16.21-23 

Take up own 
cross and 
follow him 
16.24-28 

Jesus is 
transfigured. 
Moses/Elijah
17.1-8 

Jesus says, 
‘Don’t tell of 
vision yet.’ 
17.9-13 

Jesus heals 
epileptic boy 
 
17.14-18 

Disciples 
could not 
heal him? 
17.19-21 

Jesus again 
tells of his 
dying/rising 
17.22-23 

Capernaum: 
tax payment 
challenge 
17.24-27 

Greatness in 
the kingdom: 
as a child 
18.1-6 

Anyone who 
offends one 
with faith… 
18.7-9 

Care for the 
sheep, for 
the stray 
18.10-14 

The brother 
who sins: 
what to do 
18.15-20 

Forgiveness: 
to be 
unlimited 
18.21-35 

‘…finished…’ 
Jesus goes 
from Galilee 
19.1a 

SECTION 3’: 19.1b-21.9  JESUS’ JUDEAN MINISTRY (JOURNEYING TO JERUSALEM), HIS PERSON AND PURPOSE 

Into Judea: 
Jordan,  with 
crowds-heals  
A  19.1b-2 

Pharisees 
test Jesus on 
law & divorce 
B  19.3-9 

Celibacy and 
the kingdom 
 
B’  19.10-12 

A scolding: 
Children and 
the kingdom 
X  19.13-15 

Eternal life:  
rich, giving to 
poor 
A  19.16-22 

Kingdom of 
God: rich - a 
difficulty… 
B 19.23-26 

Eternal Life: 
left all - 
‘last – first’ 
B’  19.27-30 

A parable of 
the kingdom: 
‘first – last’ 
A  20.1-16 

Jerusalem: 
to death and 
resurrection 
B  20.17-19 

Two – with 
him in glory?  
when King 
B’  20.20-23 

He came ‘to 
serve, to give 
his life…’ 
X  20.24-28 

Two blind 
men calling 
Son of David 
A  20.29-34 

King to enter    
Jerusalem 
on a donkey 
B  21.1-5 

Entering 
Jerusalem -:  
Son of David 
B’  21.6-9 

SECTION 2’: 21.10-26.2  JESUS’ TEACHINGS (5): ‘Jesus’ Teachings inside and outside the Temple’; WOE FOR PHARISEES & TEACHERS OF THE LAW; THE LAW, PROPHETS, RELIGION & THE COMING KINGDOM 
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SECTION 1’: 26.3-28.20  JESUS’ CELEBRATION OF THE PASSOVER, BETRAYAL AND TRIALS; HIS DEATH - HE IS ‘THE SON OF GOD’; HIS RESURRECTION; DISCIPLES’ PURPOSE 

Judas joins 
plot. ‘Jesus’ 
burial prep’ 
A  26.3-16 

Passover 
Supper: talk 
of betrayal 
B  26.17-30 

Mt:‘they’ll run 
deny / meet 
in Galilee’ 
B’  26.31-35 

Jesus’ Three 
Prayers: he’s 
tempted 
X  26.36-46 

Judas 
betrays 
Jesus 
A  26.47-56 

Jesus before 
Caiaphas - 
Son of God 
B  26.57-68 

Peter’s 3 
denials, the 
cock crows 
B’  26.69-75 

Judas hangs; 
Jesus is King 
of the Jews 
A  27.1-14 

Barabbas or 
Jesus for 
release? 
B  27.15-26 

Mocked  
as King  
& crucified 
B’  27.27-44 

Jesus dies - 
King of Jews, 
Son of God 
X  27.45-61 

Buried – 
a guard at 
his tomb 
A  27.62-66 

 An angel: 
‘risen Jesus - 
to Galilee’ 
B  28.1-15 

‘11’ are sent 
out ‘to make 
disciples…’ 
B’  28.16-20 
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PART ONE: 1.1-9.35 

JESUS IS BORN TO BE KING; HE CALLS DISCIPLES… 

 

 

 

‘Jesus is born to be King, he calls disciples…’ There is, clearly, no room for anything more in a 

summary chart. But here, below the chart, we can add also, ‘Jesus presents his manifesto’ and 

speaks on ‘happiness’/’blessedness’, on ‘being better than the scribes’ (see the reddened numbering 

of the middle section, Section 2). The writer says Jesus demonstrated his authority in this period. It is 

at the last, in the temple, that Jesus is challenged about his authority. 

1.1-9.35 is the opening third of the gospel and it anticipates the closing third when Jesus is made 

King of the Jews, through his death and resurrection. See how the two X pieces, X1 and X2, of 

Section 1 are reversed, for contents, in the final third and in Section 1’. In Section 1’, X1, Jesus again 

faces three testings/temptations and in Section 1, X2, Israel’s King dies. We discern the overarching 

chiasm of this gospel.  

 

Here in this gospel’s first part of three, the writer presents 70 pieces:  5 X 14 pieces: 

 

Section 1   7  :  7         ABB’ X ABB’ : ABB’ X ABB’ 

Section 2     14    ;   14    ;     14        or          14    ;   14    ;     14 

Section 3   7  :  7             ABB’ X ABB’ : ABB’ X ABB’ 

 

The final parts of Sections 1 and 3, 4.23-25 and 9.35, display a duality which appears to be 

significant. (Elsewhere in this gospel they play their part at establishing the framework of the gospel. 

They also aid memorability at the same time: see the X parts in Sections 5 and 5’ for examples.) It is 

because the opening and closing sections (1 and 3) to this opening third part of the gospel end in the 
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same words that we can say that the reader is being encouraged to read ‘the preaching on the 

mountain’ as central to this part. Clearly, 9.36-38 begins a new theme that is developed throughout 

the central (third) part of the gospel. 

The rhetor, in the second of his opening pieces of his gospel, presents Jesus, to his Jewish audience, 

as the new Moses. His story of Joseph connects in many ways with the midrash told of Moses’ 

father, who when he is sleeping is told of the son he will have, who will free his people, with Egypt 

trembling at the news of his birth, and with Pharaoh’s consulting of astrologers. References abound 

also in this gospel to mountains, another feature associated with Moses, more than in any other 

gospel. In this opening part of the gospel, we have a mountain setting for ‘the Sermon’; in the final 

part and in the climactic final piece, it is on a mountain where Jesus commissions his disciples. 
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SECTION 1  1¹ -4²⁵ 

 

1 A book of the birth relatives of Jesus Christ,      a A A 

  son of David,         b 

  son of Abraham: ²       b’ 

 Abraham begot Isaac,          a B 

   Isaac begot Jacob,  

   Jacob begot Judah and his brothers, ³ 

   Judah begot Perez and Zerah, by Tamar,  

   Perez begot Hezron,  

   Hezron begot Ram, ⁴ 

   Ram begot Amminadab,  

   Amminadab begot Nahshon,  

   Nahshon begot Salmon, ⁵ 

   Salmon begot Boaz, by Rahab,  

   Boaz begot Obed, by Ruth,  

   Obed begot Jesse, ⁶ 

   Jesse begot David the King. 

  David begot Solomon, by her who belonged to Uriah, ⁷   b 

   Solomon begot Rehoboam,  

   Rehoboam begot Abijah,  

   Abijah begot Asa,⁸ 

   Asa begot Jehoshaphat,  

   Jehoshaphat begot Joram,  

   Joram begot Uzziah, ⁹ 

   Uzziah begot Jotham, 

   Jotham begot Ahaz, 

   Ahaz begot Hezekiah, ¹⁰ 

   Hezekiah begot Manasseh, 

   Manasseh begot Amon, 

   Amon begot Josiah, ¹¹ 

   Josiah begot Jeconiah and his brothers at the time of the exile to Babylon. ¹² 

  And after the exile to Babylon, Jeconiah begot Shealtiel,  b’ 

   Shealtiel begot Zerubbabel,¹³ 

   Zerubbabel begot Abiud, 

   Abiud begot Eliakim, 

   Eliakim begot Azor,¹⁴ 

   Azor begot Zadok,  

   Zadok begot Akim,  

   Akim begot Eliud, ¹⁵ 

   Eliud begot Eleazar,  

   Eleazar begot Matthan, 

   Matthan begot Jacob, ¹⁶ 

   Jacob begot Joseph, the husband of Mary,  

    of whom was born Jesus,  

    the one called the Christ. ¹⁷ 

 Therefore, all the generations      (a) a B’ 
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   from Abraham until David    (b) 

   were fourteen generations;    (b’) 

  and from David       b 

   until the Babylonian exile 

   were fourteen generations;    

  and from the Babylonian exile      b’  

   until the Christ 

   were fourteen generations. ¹⁸  

 

2 Now, this is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about:    A B 

  his mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph,  

   but before they consummated,  

   she was found to be pregnant by the Holy Spirit, ¹⁹ 

  but her husband Joseph,  

   being a righteous man and not wishing to make an example of her,  

   resolved to divorce her secretly. ²⁰ 

 But while he was thinking these things over,      B 

   behold,  

   an angel of the Lord appeared to him  

    in a dream, 

    saying, 

  "Joseph son of David,  

   do not be afraid  

    to take Mary home as your wife,  

    for what is conceived in her is by the Holy Spirit ²¹ 

   and she will give birth to a son,  

    and you are to call his name Jesus,  

    for he will save his people from their sins." ²² 

  Now this all took place  

    in order to fulfil  

     the thing spoken by the Lord 

     through the prophet, 

    saying: ²³ 

   "Behold,  

    the virgin will conceive,  

    and she will bear a son,  

   and they will call his name Immanuel," 

    which when interpreted is,  

    "God with us." ²⁴ 

 And when Joseph awoke from his sleep       B’ 

   he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him  

  and he took his bride home, ²⁵ 

  but he had no union with her  

   until she had given birth to her son  

   and he had called his name Jesus. 2¹  

 

3 Now after Jesus had been born       a A B’ 

   in Bethlehem of Judea,  



18 
 

   in the days of King Herod,  

  behold,        b 

   Magi from out of the East arrived in Jerusalem, ² 

   saying,  

  "Where is the one born King of the Jews     b’ 

   for we saw his star in the east  

   and have come to worship him?" ³ 

 Upon hearing this,        a B 

   King Herod was disturbed,  

   and all Jerusalem with him. ⁴ 

  And having assembled       b 

    all the leading priests  

    and scribes of the people,  

   he inquired of them  

   as to where the Messiah was to be born. ⁵ 

  And they told him,       b’ 

   "In Bethlehem in Judea." 

 For thus it has been written through the prophet: ⁶   a B’ 

  'And you Bethlehem,       b 

   in the land of Judah,  

   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;  

  for out of you will come a ruler      b’ 

    who will shepherd / my people / Israel.' ⁷  

 

4 Then Herod secretly calling the Magi,      A X 

   inquired carefully from them  

   what time the star had appeared  ⁸  

  and sending them to Bethlehem he said,  

   "Going, 

    search diligently for the child   

  and when you have found him,  

   bring word back to me,  

   so I also, coming, may worship him."  ⁹ 

 So they, hearing the King, went on their way,      B 

  and behold,  

   the star / which they had seen in the east / went ahead of them,  

   until, / coming, / it stopped over where the child was ¹⁰ 

  and seeing the star / they rejoiced / with exceeding great joy. ¹¹ 

 And upon coming to the house,        B’ 

   they saw the child / with Mary / his mother,  

   and falling prostrate they worshipped him  

  and opening their treasures,  

   they presented him gifts: 

   gold / and frankincense / and myrrh, ¹² 

  and having been warned / in a dream / not to return to Herod,  

   by another route,  

   they departed to their own country. ¹³ 
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5 And when they had gone,         A 

  behold,  

  an angel of the Lord appears in a dream to Joseph,  

   saying,  

 "Get up, take the child and his mother,  

  and flee into Egypt,  

   and be there  

   until I tell you,  

  for Herod intends  

   to search for the child  

   to destroy him."  ¹⁴ 

 So getting up,  

   he took / the child / and his mother  

   during the night,  

  and he escaped into Egypt, ¹⁵ 

   and was there  

   until the death of Herod,  

  in order that it might be fulfilled 

   the thing spoken by the Lord  

    through the prophet,  

    saying:  

   "Out of Egypt I called my son." ¹⁶ 

 

6 Then Herod,           B 

  seeing that he had been mocked by the Magi,  

  became extremely angry.  

 And sending out soldiers  

  he killed all the male children  

   the ones in Bethlehem  

   and in all its districts  

  who were two years old or under,  

   in accordance with the time  

   which he had carefully enquired of the Magi. ¹⁷ 

 Then was fulfilled 

   the thing spoken through Jeremiah the prophet,  

   saying: ¹⁸ 

  "A voice was heard in Ramah,  

   weeping  

   and loud wailing,  

  Rachel weeping for her children  

   and she would not  be comforted,  

   because they are no more."¹⁹ 

 

7 And after Herod died,          B’ 

   behold,  

   an angel of the Lord appears in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, ²⁰ 

    saying,  

  "Get up,  
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   take the child and his mother  

   and go into the land of Israel,  

  for they are dead  

   the ones seeking  

   the life of the child." ²¹ 

 So he got up,  

   took the child and his mother  

   and entered the land of Israel. ²² 

  But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea  

   in place of his father Herod,  

   he was afraid to go there.  

  And having been warned in a dream,  

   he withdrew  

   to the district of Galilee. ²³ 

 And having come 

   he lived  

   in a town called Nazareth,  

  so that was fulfilled the thing spoken through the prophets,  

  that he would be called a Nazarene. 3¹  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1 Now in those days          A 

  John the Baptist appears,  

   preaching in the desert of Judea, ² 

   and saying,  

  "Repent, 

   for the kingdom of heaven has drawn near." ³ 

 For this is he  

  spoken of  

   through Isaiah the prophet, 

   saying:  

  "A voice calling in the desert,  

   'Prepare the way for the Lord,  

    make the paths straight for him.' ⁴ 

 And John himself had clothing of camel's hair  

  and a leather belt around his waist,  

  and his food was locusts and wild honey. ⁵ 

 

2 Then went out to him Jerusalem        B 

   and all Judea  

   and all the neighbourhood of the Jordan. ⁶ 

  And they were baptized in the Jordan river   b 

   by him  

   confessing their sins. ⁷ 

  And seeing, many of the Pharisees and Sadducees,  b’ 

   coming to his baptism,  

   he said to them,  
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 "Offspring of vipers!   

   Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? ⁸ 

   Then produce fruit characteristic of repentance. ⁹ 

  And do not think you can say to yourselves,    b 

   'We have Abraham as our father.'   

  For I tell you that God is able     b’ 

   out of these stones  

   to raise up children for Abraham. ¹⁰ 

 Now already, 

   the axe is set to the root of the trees;  

   every tree therefore not producing good fruit  

    is cut down  

    and thrown into the fire. ¹¹ 

  "I baptize you in water for repentance,     b 

   but after me will come one who is more powerful than I,  

   whose sandals I am not worthy to remove.   

   He will baptize you in the Holy Spirit and in fire: ¹²  b’ 

   his winnowing fork is in his hand,  

   and he will clear out his threshing floor,  

    gathering the wheat into the barn,  

    but the chaff he will burn up with unquenchable fire." ¹³ 

 

3 Then Jesus appears from Galilee     a A B’ 

  at the Jordan,        b 

  to John to be baptized by him. ¹⁴    b’ 

 But John tried to deter him,       a 

    saying,  

   "I need to be baptized by you,  

    and you come to me?" ¹⁵ 

  And answering Jesus said to him,     b 

   "Permit it for now;  

    it is proper for us to complete all righteousness this way."   

  Then he permits him. ¹⁶      b’ 

 And having been baptized,       a 

   Jesus immediately came up out of the water,  

  and behold,        b 

   the heavens were opened,  

   and he saw the Holy Spirit of God  

    coming down like a dove,  

    coming onto him ¹⁷ 

  and behold,        b’ 

   a voice from the heavens,  

    saying,  

   "This is my Son  

    whom I love;  

     with whom I am well pleased." 4¹  
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4 Then Jesus was led up      (a) a A X 

   into the desert      (b) 

    by the Spirit,  

   to be tempted      (b’) 

    by the devil. ² 

  And he fasted        b 

   forty days  

   and forty nights.  

  Afterwards he was hungry. ³     b’ 

 And coming the tempter said to him,      a B 

    "If you are the Son of God,  

     command that these stones become loaves of bread." ⁴ 

   But answering he said,  

   "It is written,  

    'Man shall not live on bread alone,  

    but on every word coming out of the mouth of God.'" ⁵ 

  Then the devil takes him into the holy city    b 

     and had him stand on the gable of the temple, ⁶ 

     and he says to him,  

    "If you are the Son of God,  

      throw yourself down.   

   For it is written:  

    'He will command his angels concerning you;  

      and they will lift you up on their hands,  

     so you will not strike your foot against a stone.'" ⁷ 

   Jesus said to him,  

    "It is also written:  

    'You shall not put Yahweh your God to a test.'" ⁸ 

  Again, the devil led him to a very high mountain,   b’ 

    and he showed him  

     all the kingdoms of the world  

     and their splendour, ⁹ 

   and he said to Jesus,  

    "These I will give to you,  

     if you will fall down and worship me." ¹⁰ 

   Then Jesus said to him,  

    "Go away, Satan!   

     For it is written:  

     'You shall worship Yahweh your God,  

      and him only shall you serve.'" ¹¹ 

 Then the devil left him alone,       a B’ 

  and behold,        b 

  angels approached and ministered to him. ¹²   b’ 

 

5 And when he heard that John had been arrested,      A 

  he went away  

  into Galilee. ¹³ 

 And leaving Nazareth behind,  
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  he went and lived in Capernaum,  

   beside the sea,  

   in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, ¹⁴ 

  that it might be fulfilled  

   the thing spoken through Isaiah the prophet 

   saying: ¹⁵ 

 "Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali,  

   the road by the sea beyond the Jordan,  

   Galilee of the Gentiles ¹⁶ 

  the people sitting in darkness  

   have seen a great light;  

  and on those sitting in the land of the shadow of death  

   a light has dawned." ¹⁷ 

 

6 From then Jesus began          B 

   to preach  

   and to say,  

  "Repent,  

   for the kingdom of heaven is near." ¹⁸ 

 And walking beside the Sea of Galilee,  

   he saw two brothers,  

    Simon called Peter,  

    and his brother Andrew,  

   casting a net into the sea,  

    for they were fishers. ¹⁹ 

  And he says to them,  

   "Come after me,  

    and I will make you fishers of men." ²⁰ 

  And they immediately  

   leaving the nets  

   followed him. ²¹ 

 And going on from there,  

   he saw another set of two brothers,  

    James the son of Zebedee  

    and his brother John,  

   in the boat  

    with their father Zebedee,  

    mending their nets.  

  And he called them. ²² 

  And they immediately 

   leaving the boat and their father 

   followed him. ²³ 

 

7 And he went around in all Galilee / teaching / in their synagogues,    B’ 

  and preaching / the good news / of the kingdom,  

  and healing / every disease / and every sickness among the people.  ²⁴ 

 And it spread / the news about him / in all Syria,  

  and they brought to him  
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   all who were ill / with various diseases / and severe pain,  

   the demon-possessed, / and epileptics / and the paralyzed,  

  and he healed them.  ²⁵ 

 And they followed him,  

  many crowds / from Galilee / and the Ten Cities,  

  and from Jerusalem / and Judea, /and beyond the Jordan.  
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SECTION 2  5¹-7²⁹ 

 

1 And seeing the crowds, he went up to the mountainside. 

  And when he sat down his disciples came to him, ² 

  and opening his mouth, he began to teach them, saying: ³ 

2 Blessed are the poor in spirit,  

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ⁴ 

3 Blessed are those who mourn,  

  for they will be comforted. ⁵ 

4 Blessed are the meek,  

  for they will inherit the earth. ⁶ 

5 Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,  

  for they will be satisfied. ⁷ 

6 Blessed are the merciful,  

  for they will be shown mercy. ⁸ 

7 Blessed are the pure in heart,  

  for they will see God. ⁹ 

8 Blessed are the peacemakers,  

  for they will be called offspring of God. ¹⁰ 

9 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,  

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. ¹¹ 

10 Blessed are you when people insult you,  

   persecute you  

   and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me.  ¹² 

  Rejoice and be glad,  

   because great is your reward in heaven,  

   for in the same way they persecuted the prophets before you." ¹³ 

11 You are the salt of the earth. 

  But if the salt is without its saltiness, with what will it be made salty again?   

  It is no longer fit for anything  

   except to be thrown outside  

   and trampled underfoot by men. ¹⁴ 

12 You are the light of the world.  

  A city set on a hill cannot be hidden, ¹⁵ 

   neither do they light a lamp to put it under a basket,  

   but rather on the stand so it gives light to all those in the house. ¹⁶ 

  In the same way,  

   let your light shine before men,  

   such that they will see your good works  

    and give glory to your Father who is in heaven. ¹⁷ 

13 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets;  

    I have not come to abolish them  

    but to fulfil them.  ¹⁸ 

  For truly I say to you,  

   until the heaven and the earth pass away,  

   not one iota, not one serif, will by any means pass away from the Law  

    until everything is accomplished.  ¹⁹ 
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  Therefore,  

   whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments,  

    and teaches people the same,  

    will be called least in the kingdom of heaven,  

   but whoever practises them  

    and teaches them,  

    this one will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  ²⁰ 

14 For I tell you that  

  unless your righteousness surpasses that of the scribes and Pharisees,  

  you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. ²¹ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1 You have heard that it was said to the people of long ago,    A 

  'Do not murder,  

   and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' ²² 

 But I tell you,          A’ 

    that everyone who is angry with his brother  

    will be subject to judgment,   

   and whoever says to his brother,  

    'Raca,'  

    will be subject to the council,  

   and whoever says,  

    'Fool!'  

     will be subject to the fire of Gehenna.²³ 

  If, therefore, you are offering your gift at the altar  

    and there you remember  

    that your brother has something against you, ²⁴ 

   leave your gift there in front of the altar,  

    and first go be reconciled to your brother,  

   and then / come / and offer your gift. ²⁵ 

  Get on good terms with your legal adversary quickly,  

    while you are with him on the way,  

   or your adversary may hand you over to the judge,  

    and the judge to the officer,  

    and you be thrown in prison. ²⁶ 

   Truly I tell you,  

    by no means will you come out of there  

    until you have paid the last penny.²⁷ 

 

2 You have heard that it was said,       A 

  'Do not commit adultery.'  ²⁸ 

 But I tell you,          A’ 

   that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully,  

   has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  ²⁹ 

  So if your right eye causes you to fall,  

    rip it out  

    and cast it away from you,   
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   for it is better for you that one of your parts be destroyed  

   and not your whole body be cast into Gehenna.  ³⁰ 

  And if your right hand causes you to fall,  

    cut it off  

    and cast it away from you   

   for it is better for you that one of your parts be destroyed  

   and not your whole body go away into Gehenna.  ³¹ 

3 And it has been said,         A 

  'Whoever divorces his wife  

   must give her a "certificate of divorce".' ³² 

 But I tell you,          A’ 

  that everyone who divorces his wife,  

   except on grounds of fornication,  

   causes her to commit adultery,  

  and anyone who marries a divorced woman  

   commits adultery.³³ 

 

4 Again, you have heard that it was said to the people of long ago,   A 

  'Do not break your oath,  

   but keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' ³⁴ 

 But I tell you,         A’ 

   do not promise with an oath at all:  

   neither by heaven, because it is God's throne; ³⁵ 

    nor by the earth, because it is the footstool for his feet,  

    nor by Jerusalem, because it is the city of the Great King. ³⁶ 

  Neither swear by your head,  

   because you are not able to make a single hair white or black. ³⁷ 

  But let your word be 'Yes' for 'Yes,'  

   'No' for 'No,'  

   for anything more than these is of evil. ³⁸ 

 

5 You have heard that it was said,       A 

  'An eye for an eye,  

   and a tooth for a tooth.' ³⁹ 

 But I tell you,         A’ 

   do not resist the evil.   

  But,  

    if someone strikes you on the right cheek,  

    turn to him the other also. ⁴⁰ 

   And if someone wants to sue you and take your shirt,  

    surrender to him your cloak as well. ⁴¹ 

   And if someone forces you to go one mile,  

    go with him two miles. ⁴² 

  To the one who asks you,  

    give; 

   and to the one who wants to borrow from you,  

    do not turn away. ⁴³ 
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6 You have heard that it was said,       A 

  'Love your neighbour  

   and hate your enemy.' ⁴⁴ 

 But I say to you:         A’ 

    love your enemies,  

    and pray for those who curse you, ⁴⁵ 

   that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven,   

   because he causes his sun to rise  

     upon the evil  

     and the good,  

    and sends rain  

     upon the righteous  

     and the unrighteous. ⁴⁶ 

  For if you love the ones who love you,  

    what reward do you have?  

   Do not even the tax collectors do the same? ⁴⁷ 

  And if you greet your own brothers only,  

    what are you doing beyond the ordinary?  

   Do not even the Gentiles do the same?  ⁴⁸ 

 

7 Be perfect, therefore,        a 

 as your heavenly Father is perfect. 6¹     a’ 

 

8 Be careful not to perform your acts of righteousness    a 

  before men,  

  with a view to being seen by them,      

 otherwise you have no reward from your Father in heaven. ²  a’ 

 

9 When, therefore, you do your charitable works,     A  

  do not sound a trumpet before you  

   as the hypocrites do / in the synagogues / and in the streets,  

   so they may be esteemed by men.   

  Truly I tell you,  

   they have their reward.³ 

 But you, when you do your giving to the needy,      A’ 

  do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, ⁴ 

   so that your giving may be in secret.   

  And your Father,  

   who sees in secret,  

   will repay you. ⁵ 

 

10 And when you pray,         A  

  do not be like the hypocrites,  

   for they love to pray  

    standing in the synagogues  

    and on the corners of the streets  

   so they will be seen by men,   

  truly I tell you,  
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   they have their reward.  ⁶ 

 But you, when you pray,        A’ 

  go into your inner room,  

   and when you have shut your door,  

   pray to your Father who is in secret,   

  and your Father,  

   who sees in secret,  

   will repay you.⁷ 

 

11 But when you pray,         A 

  avoid thoughtless repetition as the Gentiles,   

  for they think that in speaking much they will be heard; ⁸ 

 Do not be like them therefore.        A’  

  for your Father knows what you need  

  before you ask him.  ⁹ 

 

12 This, therefore, is how you should pray:       A 

   'Father of us 

   the one in the heavens   

  Let it be hallowed – the name of you. ¹⁰ 

   let it come - the kingdom of you,   

   let it be done – the will of you   

    as in heaven  

    also on earth. ¹¹ 

  The bread of us belonging to tomorrow 

    give us today ¹² 

   and forgive us our debts,   

    as we also have forgiven our debtors ¹³ 

   and lead us not into temptation,  

    but deliver us from evil.’¹⁴ 

 For if you forgive people their trespasses,      B 

  also will forgive you / your Father / the one in heaven.¹⁵ 

 But if you do not forgive people their trespasses,     B’ 

  neither will your Father / forgive you / your trespasses. ¹⁶ 

 

13 Now when you fast,        a A 

   do not look sombre  

   as the hypocrites,  

  for they disfigure their faces      b 

   so that they will appear to men as fasting.   

  Truly I tell you,        b’ 

   they have their reward.¹⁷ 

 But you when you fast,         A’ 

   anoint your head and wash your face, ¹⁸ 

  so that you do not appear to men as fasting,  

   but rather to your Father,  

   who is in secret.   

  And your Father,  
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   who sees in secret,  

   will repay you. ¹⁹ 

 

14 Do not accumulate for yourselves treasures on earth,    a 

  where moth and rust destroy,  

  and where thieves break through and steal. ²⁰ 

 But accumulate for yourselves treasures in heaven,    b 

  where neither moth nor rust destroy,  

  and where thieves do not break through and steal. ²¹  

 For where your treasure is,       b’ 

  there your heart will be also.  ²² 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1 The lamp of the body is the eye:       A  

  if, therefore, your eye is healthy,  

   your whole body will be bright, ²³ 

  but if your eye is evil, 

   your whole body will be dark. 

 If, therefore, the light        A’ 

  that is in you is darkness,  

  how great the darkness! ²⁴ 

 

2 No one can serve two masters:       a  

  either you will hate the one and love the other,    b 

  or be devoted to the one and despise the other.   b’  

 You cannot serve both God and Mammon. ²⁵    a’ 

 

3 Therefore, / I tell you, / do not worry       A  

    for your life,  

     what you will eat or what you will drink,  

    or for your body,  

     what you will put on.   

   Does not life mean more than food?  

   And the body more than clothes? ²⁶ 

  Look at the birds of the air.    

   They neither sow  

     nor reap  

     nor gather into barns,  

    yet your heavenly Father feeds them.   

   Do you not matter more than they? ²⁷ 

  And who of you  

   by worrying  

   is able to add a single hour to his life? ²⁸ 

 Now concerning dress,         B 

    why do you worry?   

   Consider the lilies of the field,  

     how they grow:   
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    they do not labour 

    neither do they spin. ²⁹ 

   Yet I tell you,  

    not even Solomon in all his splendour  

    was dressed like one of these. ³⁰ 

  Now if the grass of the field,  

   which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the stove,  

   God so dresses, 

  will he not much more dress you,  

   O you of little faith? ³¹ 

 Therefore, do not worry,        B’ 

    saying,  

    'What will we eat?'  

     or 'What will we drink?'  

     or 'What will we wear?' ³² 

   For the Gentiles seek after all these things.  

   And your heavenly Father knows  

    that you have need of all these things.³³ 

  But seek first / the kingdom of God / and his righteousness,  

   and all these things will be added to you. ³⁴ 

  Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow,  

   for tomorrow will have worries of its own;   

   each day has its own troubles. 7¹ 

 

4 Do not judge,            

  lest you be judged. ² 

 For with what judgment you judge,  

  you will be judged. 

 And with what measure you measure,  

  it will be measured to you.  ³ 

 

5 And why do you see the speck in the eye of your brother,      

  but fail to see the log in your own eye? ⁴ 

 Or how will you say to your brother,  

   'Allow me to pluck the speck out of your eye,'  

  and behold,  

   in your own eye is a log? ⁵ 

 You hypocrite,  

  first take the log out of your own eye,  

  and then you will see clearly to pluck the speck out of your brother's eye.  ⁶ 

 

6 Do not give to dogs what is sacred,         

  and do not toss your pearls before swine,  

  lest they trample them with their feet and turn and wound you. ⁷ 

 

7 Ask, and it will be given to you;          

  seek, and you will find;  

  knock, and it will be opened to you. ⁸ 



32 
 

 For everyone who asks  

   receives,  

  and the one who seeks 

   finds,  

  and to the one who knocks,  

   it will be opened.  ⁹ 

 

8 Or what man is there among you  

   whose child if he asks him for a loaf,  

   will he give him a stone? ¹⁰ 

  or also,  

   if he asks for a fish,  

   will he give him a snake? ¹¹ 

 If you therefore,  

  though you are evil,  

  know how to give good gifts to your children.  

 How much more will your Father in heaven  

  give good things  

  to those who ask him?  ¹² 

 

9 In all things, therefore,  

  whatever you would want people to do to you,  

  this you also should do to them.  

 For this is the Law and the Prophets. ¹³ 

 

10 Enter through the narrow gate:  

 because wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction,  

  and many are those going in through it; ¹⁴ 

 because narrow is the gate and difficult is the road that leads to life,  

  and few are those who find it! ¹⁵ 

 

11 Be on your guard against false prophets,  

   who come to you in sheep's clothing,  

   but inwardly are ravenous wolves; ¹⁶ 

  by their fruits / you will know them:  

  no one gathers  

   grapes from thorn bushes,  

   or figs from thistles. ¹⁷ 

 Thus, every good tree produces good fruit,  

   but the bad tree produces bad fruit. ¹⁸ 

  A good tree cannot bear bad fruit,  

   nor a bad tree bear good fruit. ¹⁹ 

  Every tree that does not produce good fruit  

   is cut down  

   and thrown into the fire. ²⁰ 

 Therefore / by their fruits / you will know them. ²¹ 
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12 Not everyone saying to me,        A 

   'Lord, 

    Lord,'  

  will enter the kingdom of heaven,  

  but only the one doing the will of my Father who is in heaven. ²² 

 Many will say to me on that day,      A’ 

   'Lord, 

    Lord,  

  did we not prophesy in your name,  

   and in your name drive out demons  

   and in your name perform many miracles?' ²³ 

  and then I will declare to them:  

   'I have never known you;  

    depart from me, you workers of lawlessness!' ²⁴ 

 

13 Everyone, therefore,         A 

   who hears these words of mine  

    and practises them  

   shall be likened to a prudent man  

    who built his house on the rock. ²⁵ 

  And the rain came down        

   and the rivers came up,  

   and the winds blew and beat against that house,  

  And it did not fall,  

   for it had been founded on the rock. ²⁶ 

 And everyone          A’ 

   who hears these words of mine    

    and does not practise them  

   shall be likened to a foolish man  

    who built his house on the sand. ²⁷ 

  And the rain came down  

   and the rivers came up  

   and the winds blew and beat against that house,  

  And it fell,  

   and great was its fall." ²⁸ 

 

14 And it came about / that when Jesus had finished / these sayings,  

  they were amazed / the crowds / at his teaching, ²⁹ 

  for he was teaching them / as having authority, / and not as their scribes.* 8¹ 

 

 * See opposite, at 5²⁰ 
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SECTION 3  8¹ - 9³⁵ 

 

1  And when he came down from the mountain,      A A 

  large crowds followed him. ² 

 And behold, a leper approached and worshipped him,     B 

    saying,  

   "Lord, if you are willing,  

     you are able to cleanse me." ³ 

  And stretching out his hand,  

    he touched him,  

    saying,  

   "I am willing.   

    Be cleansed."   

  And immediately his leprosy was cleansed. ⁴ 

 And Jesus says to him,         B’ 

   "See that you tell no one,   

  but go,  

   show yourself to the priest  

  and offer the gift Moses commanded,  

   as a testimony to them." ⁵ 

 

2 And when he had entered Capernaum,       A B 

  a centurion came to him  

    entreating him ⁶ 

    and saying,  

   "Lord, my servant is laid up in the house  

   a paralytic, being tormented terribly" ⁷ 

  and he says to him,  

   "I will come and heal him." ⁸ 

 But answering, the centurion said,       B 

  "Lord, I am not worthy to have you enter under my roof,  

    but only say the word  

   and my servant will be healed. ⁹ 

  For I too am a man  

    under authority,  

   having soldiers under me   

   and I say to this one, / 'Go,' / and he goes,  

    and to another, / 'Come,' / and he comes,  

    and to my slave, / 'Do this,' / and he does it." ¹⁰ 

 And Jesus was astonished hearing this.       B’ 

  And he said to the ones following him,  

    "Truly I tell you,  

    I have not found faith like this from anyone in Israel. ¹¹ 

   And I tell you, many will come from east and west,  

    and they will recline with Abraham and Isaac and Jacob  

    in the kingdom of the heavens. ¹² 

   But the sons of the kingdom will be cast into the outer darkness;   
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    there will be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth." ¹³ 

  And Jesus said to the centurion,  

   "Go, / as you believe / let it be for you."   

   And in that hour the servant was healed. ¹⁴ 

3 And coming into Peter's house,        a B’ 

   he saw his mother-in-law  

   bedridden and fever-stricken. ¹⁵ 

  And he touched her hand,       b 

   and the fever left her.  

  And she got up         b’ 

   and began to wait on him.  ¹⁶ 

 

4 And when evening came,        a X 

   they brought to him  

   many who were demon-possessed.  

  And he drove out the spirits with a word.     b 

  And all those who had an illness he healed, ¹⁷    b’ 

   so that was fulfilled the thing spoken through the prophet Isaiah,  

    saying:  

   "He himself took our infirmities and bore our diseases." ¹⁸ 

 

5 But when Jesus saw a crowd around him,     a A A 

  he gave the order to go away to the other side. ¹⁹  a’ 

 And one scribe approached him and said,     a B 

   "Teacher,  

    I will follow you wherever you go." ²⁰ 

  And Jesus says to him,       a’ 

   "The foxes have holes,  

    and the birds of the air have nests,  

    but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head." ²¹ 

 And another of the disciples said to him,     a B’ 

   "Lord,  

    allow me first to go away and bury my father." ²² 

  But Jesus says to him,       a’ 

   "Follow me,  

    and leave the dead to bury their dead." ²³ 

 

6 And as he embarked in the boat      a A B 

   his disciples followed him. ²⁴ 

  And behold,        a’ 

   a great storm arose in the sea,  

    so as the boat was getting drenched by the waves,  

   but he himself was sleeping. ²⁵ 

 And coming up to him,        a B 

   they roused him,  

    saying,  

   "Lord, / save us! / We are perishing!" ²⁶ 

  And he says to them,      a’ 
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   "Why are you afraid,  

    O you of little faith?"  

 Then, rising,         a B’ 

   he rebuked the wind and the sea,  

   and there was a great calm. ²⁷ 

  And the men marvelled, saying,      a’ 

   "What kind of man is this,  

   that even the winds and the sea obey him?" ²⁸ 

 

7 And when he came         A B’ 

   to the other side  

   to the region of the Gadarenes,  

  two demon-possessed men met him  

    coming out of the tombs, 

   extremely dangerous  

   so as no one was able to pass that way ²⁹ 

  and behold, 

    they cried out  

    saying, 

   "What do you want with us,  

    Son of God?   

    Have you come here  

    before time  

    to torture us?" ³⁰ 

 Now some distance from them        B 

   there was a herd of many pigs feeding. ³¹ 

  And the demons begged him  

    saying,  

   "If you drive us out,  

    send us into the herd of pigs." ³² 

  And he said to them,  

   "Go!"   

     So coming out they went into the pigs  

 And behold,         B’ 

   the whole herd rushed down the cliff edge into the sea,  

   and died in the waters. ³³ 

  And the herders fled   

   and when they had gone into the town they reported all things  

   and the things about the demon-possessed men. ³⁴ 

  And behold, 

   all the town came out to meet with Jesus 

   and seeing him they demanded  

    that he leave their region. 9¹ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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1 And embarking in a boat,        A A 

   he crossed over  

   and came into his own town. ² 

  And behold,  

   they brought to him a paralytic  

   laid on a mat.   

  And when Jesus saw their faith,  he said to the paralytic,  

   "Take heart, child;  

    your sins are forgiven." ³ 

 And behold,          B 

   some of the scribes said to themselves,  

   "This man is blaspheming!"  ⁴ 

  And Jesus knowing their thoughts,  

   said,  

   "Why do you think evil things in your hearts? ⁵ 

  For which is easier:  

   to say: 'Your sins are forgiven,'  

   or to say: 'Get up and walk'? ⁶ 

 But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority   B’ 

   on earth  

   to forgive sins..." 

  Then he says to the paralytic,  

   "Get up, / take your mat / and go to your house." ⁷ 

   And getting up he went away to his house. ⁸ 

  And seeing,  

   the crowds feared and glorified God  

   who had given such authority to men. ⁹ 

 

2 And as Jesus passed on from there,       A B 

   he saw a man sitting at the seat of custom, 

   named Matthew,  

  and he says to him,  

   "Follow me."   

  And getting up he followed him. ¹⁰ 

 And it came about / that he reclined / in the house.    B 

  And behold, 

   a large crowd of tax collectors and sinners came  

   and were eating with Jesus and his disciples. ¹¹ 

  And seeing the Pharisees said to his disciples,  

   "Why with tax collectors and sinners 

   does your teacher eat?" ¹² 

 But he heard, and said,         B’ 

   "No need have the healthy of a doctor,  

    but the sick have! ¹³ 

  But go and learn what this means: 

  'I desire mercy and not sacrifice,'  

   for I have not come to call the righteous,  

   but sinners." ¹⁴ 



38 
 

3 Then the disciples of John came to him,       A B’ 

   saying,  

  "Why is it we and the Pharisees are fasting,  

   but your disciples are not fasting?" ¹⁵ 

 And Jesus said to them,         B 

  "Are the members of the bridegroom's party able to mourn  

   while the bridegroom is with them?  

   But days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them;  

   and then they will fast. ¹⁶ 

 "Now no one puts a patch of unshrunk cloth onto an old garment   B’ 

   for the patch of it tears away from the garment,  

   and a worse tear results. ¹⁷ 

  Neither do they put new wine into old wineskins  

   otherwise the wineskins will burst and the wine will spill out,  

   and the wineskins will be ruined  

  But they put new wine into new wineskins,  

   and both are preserved." ¹⁸ 

 

4 As he was speaking these things to them,      A X 

   behold  

   a certain ruler came,  

    and prostrated himself to him,  

    saying,  

  "My daughter has just now died, 

   but come and put your hand on her  

   and she will revive." ¹⁹ 

  And getting up  

   Jesus followed him,  

   also his disciples. ²⁰ 

 And behold,         B 

   a woman suffering a twelve year flow of blood  

   approaching from behind  

    touched the fringe of his garment. ²¹ 

  For she was saying to herself,  

   "If only I touch his garment,  

    I will be healed." ²² 

  And Jesus turning and seeing her said,  

   "Take heart,  

    daughter,  

    your faith has healed you."  

   And the woman was healed from that hour. ²³ 

 And Jesus,         B’ 

    coming into the ruler's house,  

    and seeing  

     the flute players  

     and the noisy crowd, ²⁴ 

   he said,  

    "Depart,  
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     for the girl has not died,  

     but sleeps"  

    and they ridiculed him. ²⁵ 

  But when the crowd was put out,  

   entering, he took hold of her hand, 

   and the girl was raised up. ²⁶ 

  And went out this news  

   into all that land. ²⁷ 

 

5 And as Jesus went on from there,       A A 

  two blind men followed him,  

   crying out  

   and saying,  

  "Have mercy on us, Son of David!" ²⁸ 

 And when he had come into the house,       B 

   the blind men came to him,  

  and Jesus says to them,  

   "Do you believe that I am able to do this?"   

  They say to him,  

   "Yes, Lord." ²⁹ 

 Then he touched their eyes,        B’ 

    saying,  

   "According to your faith  

    let it be done for you." ³⁰ 

    And their eyes were opened.   

  And Jesus warned them sternly,  

    saying,  

   "See that no one knows about this." ³¹ 

  But they going out  

   spread the news about him  

   throughout that whole region. ³²  

 

6 And as they were going out,        A B 

   behold,  

  a mute who was demon-possessed was brought to him ³³ 

  and when the demon was expelled,  

   the mute spoke.   

 The crowd was amazed,        B 

   saying,  

  "Nothing like this has ever been seen in Israel!" ³⁴ (cf. 8¹) 

 But the Pharisees said,         B’ 

  "By the prince of the demons  

   he expels the demons." ³⁵ 

 

7 And Jesus went around all the towns and villages    a B’ 

   teaching  

   in their synagogues  

  and preaching         b 
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   the good news  

   of the kingdom,  

  and healing        b’ 

   every disease  

   and every sickness.  

 

(CF 4.23: And he went around in all Galilee / teaching / in their synagogues,  

  and preaching / the good news / of the kingdom,  

  and healing / every disease / and every sickness among the people.)  
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PART TWO: 9.36-19.1a 

KINGDOM BUILDING, JESUS EQUIPS AND PREPARES HIS DISCIPLES… 

 

 

 

‘Kingdom building, Jesus equips and prepares his disciples.’ Again, this all there is room for on a 

chart that attempts to describe the shape and contents, as well as the references, of such a gospel. It 

begins with Jesus’ compassion for the crowds and for seeing the future harvest well served. Mission 

Instructions balance Instructions for the church. All of the symmetry of this central part of the gospel 

hinges and hangs on parables of the Kingdom, on how it will grow, how things will be, who will be 

included and who will be out.  

 

Here in this gospel’s second and central part of three, the writer presents another 70 pieces of text:  

5 X 14 pieces: 

Section 4         14                               14  
Section 5   7  :  7             ABB’ X ABB’ : ABB’ X ABB’ 
Section C         14             or                  14  
Section 5’   7  :  7             ABB’ X ABB’ : ABB’ X ABB’ 
Section 4’         14                               14  

 

The opening and closing pieces of this central part of the gospel are important to the whole 

presentation. Clearly, 9.36-38 begins this new theme that is developed throughout it. And 19.1a tells 

how Jesus departs from Galilee. The next piece well establishes the setting for the final (third) part 

of the gospel.  
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SECTION 4  9³⁶-11¹   

 

1 And when he saw the crowds,        A  

  he was filled with compassion for them,  

  because they were distressed and laid low,  

   as sheep without a shepherd.  ³⁷ 

 Then he says to his disciples,        A’ 

  "The harvest is plentiful,  

    but the workers are few. ³⁸ 

   Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore,  

   that he thrust forward workers into his harvest." 10¹  

 

2 And calling forward his twelve disciples,      A   

  he gave them authority over unclean spirits, so as to expel them,  

  and to heal / every disease / and every illness. ² 

 And of the twelve apostles,        B 

   the names are these:  

  first, Simon, the one called Peter,  

    and his brother Andrew;  

   and James the son of Zebedee  

    and John his brother; ³ 

   Philip  

    and Bartholomew;  

  Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;  

   James son of Alphaeus and Thaddaeus; ⁴ 

   Simon the Canaanite  

    and Judas Iscariot,  

    the one who betrayed him. ⁵ 

 These twelve Jesus sent out, / giving orders to them, / saying:   B’ 

   Do not go down a Gentile road,  

    and do not enter a town of Samaritans. ⁶ 

   But go rather / to the lost sheep / of the house of Israel. ⁷ 

  And as you go,  

    preach saying:  

    'The kingdom of heaven has drawn near':  ⁸ 

   heal the sick,  

    raise the dead,  

    cleanse the lepers,  

   drive out the demons,  

    freely you have received;  

    freely give.  ⁹ 

  Pack neither gold  

    nor silver  

    nor copper in your belts, ¹⁰ 

   neither a bag for the trip,  

    nor two tunics,  

    nor spare sandals,  
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   nor a staff;  

    for worthy  

    is the worker of his keep. ¹¹ 

 

3 And whatever town or village you enter,        

  find out who in it is worthy,  

  and stay there until you leave. ¹² 

 But when entering the house,  

   greet it. ¹³ 

  And if indeed the house is worthy,  

   let your peace come upon it.   

  But if it is not worthy,  

   let your peace return to you.  ¹⁴ 

 And whoever does not welcome you or listen to your words,  

  go outside that house or town  

   and shake off the dust on your feet; ¹⁵ 

  truly, I tell you,  

   it will be more bearable  

    for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah,  

    on the day of judgement  

   than for that town. ¹⁶ 

 

4 Behold, I am sending you out like sheep in the midst of wolves.      

  Be shrewd as snakes therefore, yet innocent as doves. ¹⁷ 

  And be on your guard against men.  

   For they will hand you over to councils,  

   and they will flog you in their synagogues. ¹⁸ 

 

5 And also before governors and kings you will be brought,      

  because of me,  

  to be a testimony to them and to the nations.  ¹⁹ 

 But when they arrest you,  

  do not worry how  

  or what you might say.   

 For it will be given to you at that hour what you should say; ²⁰ 

  because you are not the ones speaking,  

  but the Spirit of your Father is the one speaking, through you.  ²¹ 

 

6 And brother will betray brother to death,        

  and a father a child;  

  and children will stand up against parents  

   and put them to death.  ²² 

 And you will be hated by all because of my name,  

  but the one who endures to the end,  

  this one will be saved. ²³ 

 But when they persecute you in this town,  

  flee to another;  

  for truly I tell you,  
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   by no means will you complete the towns of Israel  

   before the Son of Man has come. ²⁴ 

 

7 A disciple is not above the teacher,         

  nor a servant above his lord. ²⁵ 

 It is sufficient for the disciple that he become like his teacher,  

  and the servant like his lord.  

 If the head of the house they called Beelzebub,  

  how much more the members of his household. ²⁶ 

 

8 So do not fear them         A   

   for there is nothing veiled that will not be unveiled,  

   or hidden that will not be made known. ²⁷ 

  What I say to you in the dark,  

   you are to say in the light;  

  and what you hear whispered in your ear,  

   you are to proclaim on the housetops. ²⁸ 

 And do not fear those who kill the body      B  

  but cannot kill the soul.   

 But do fear the one         B’ 

  who can destroy both soul and body in Gehenna.²⁹ 

 

9 Are not two sparrows sold for an assarion?      A  

  Yet not one of them will fall to the ground  

  without your Father seeing. ³⁰ 

 And as for you,          A’ 

   even the hairs of your head are all numbered, ³¹ 

  so do not fear, 

  you matter more than many sparrows. ³² 

 

10 Everyone, therefore, who shall acknowledge me before men,   A  

  I also will acknowledge him before my Father in heaven. ³³ 

 And whoever disowns me before men,       A’ 

  I also will disown him before my Father in heaven. ³⁴ 

 

11 Do not suppose         A  

  that I have come  

  to bring peace upon the earth.  

 I did not come         B 

  to bring peace, 

  but a sword. ³⁵ 

 For I have come         B’ 

  to turn a man against his father,  

   and a daughter against her mother,  

   and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law ³⁶  

  and a man's enemies   

   will be the members of his household. ³⁷ 
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12 The one who loves father or mother more than me     A  

   is not worthy of me;  

  and the one who loves son or daughter more than me  

   is not worthy of me; ³⁸ 

  and he who does not take up his cross and follow after me  

   is not worthy of me. ³⁹ 

 The person who finds his life        B 

  will lose it. 

 And the one who loses his life for my sake      B’ 

  will find it. ⁴⁰ 

 

13 The one receiving you        a A  

   receives me,  

  and the one receiving me      a’ 

   receives the one who sent me. ⁴¹ 

 The one receiving a prophet       a B 

   in the name of a prophet  

   will receive a prophet's reward,  

  and the one receiving a righteous man     a’ 

   in the name of a righteous man 

   will receive a righteous man's reward. ⁴² 

 And whoever gives to drink       a B’ 

   to one of these little ones even just a cup of cold water  

   in the name of a disciple,  

  truly I tell you,       a’ 

   by no means will he lose his reward." 11¹ 

 

14 And it came about           

  that when Jesus had finished / giving instructions / to his twelve disciples,  

  he departed from there / to teach and to preach / in their towns. 
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SECTION 5  11²-12⁵⁰ 

 

1 Now when John heard in prison about the works of Christ,    A A 

   sending through his disciples, ³ 

   he said to him,  

  "Are you the one who is to come,  

   or are we to expect another?" ⁴ 

 And answering,  Jesus said to them,       A’ 

   "Go and report back to John  

    what things you are hearing and seeing: ⁵ 

  The blind see again  

    and the lame walk,  

   lepers are cleansed  

    and the deaf hear,  

   and the dead are raised  

    and the poor have good news preached to them. ⁶ 

  And blessed is he 

   who is not offended  

   on my account." ⁷ 

 

2 And as these were leaving,        A B 

  Jesus began to speak to the crowd  

  about John:  

 "What did you go out into the desert to see?      B 

    A reed being swayed to and fro by the wind? ⁸ 

  But what did you go out to see?  

   A man dressed in fine clothes?  

   Behold,  

    those wearing fine clothes  

    are in the houses of kings. ⁹  

  But what did you go out to see?  

   A prophet?  

    Yes, I tell you,  

    and more than a prophet. ¹⁰ 

   This is the one about whom it is written:  

    'Behold,  

     I am sending my messenger  

     before your face,  

    who will prepare  

     your way  

     before you.' ¹¹ 

 Truly, I tell you:          B’ 

   among those born of women  

    there has not risen anyone greater  

    than John the Baptist  

   but the one  

    who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater  



47 
 

    than he. ¹² 

  And from the days of John the Baptist until now,  

   the kingdom of heaven has been forcefully advancing,  

   and forceful men are seizing it. ¹³ 

  For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. ¹⁴ 

   And if you are willing to receive it,  

    he is Elijah  

    the one about to come. ¹⁵ 

   Let the one who has ears,  

    hear." ¹⁶ 

 

3 To what can I compare this generation?       A B’ 

 It is like children sitting in the marketplace,     a B 

    calling out to the others,  

    saying: ¹⁷ 

   'We played the flute for you,  

    and you didn't dance;  

   we sang a dirge,  

    and you didn't mourn.' ¹⁸ 

  For came John the Baptist      b 

    neither eating  

    nor drinking,  

    and they say,  

   'He has a demon.' ¹⁹ 

  Came the Son of Man       b’ 

    eating  

    and drinking,  

    and they say,  

   'Behold  

    a glutton and a drunkard,  

    a friend of tax collectors and sinners.'   

 Yet wisdom is justified         B’ 

  by her works." ²⁰ 

 

4 Then Jesus began to denounce the towns      A X 

  in which most of his miracles had occurred,  

  because they had not repented: ²¹ 

 "Woe to you, Korazin!         B 

   Woe to you, Bethsaida!  

  Because if in Tyre and Sidon had happened the miracles  

    that have happened in you,  

   long ago, 

    they would have repented in sackcloth and ashes. ²² 

  However, I tell you,  

   it will be more bearable for Tyre and Sidon  

    in the day of judgement  

   than for you. ²³ 

 And you, Capernaum,         B’ 
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   will you be exalted as far as heaven?  

   As far as Hades you will descend. 

  Because if in Sodom had happened the miracles  

    that have happened in you,  

   it would have remained until today. ²⁴ 

  However, I tell you,  

   that it will be more bearable for the land of Sodom  

    in the day of judgement  

   than for you." ²⁵ 

 

5 At that time          A A 

   answering 

   Jesus said,  

  "I praise you, / Father, / Lord of heaven and earth,  

   because you have hidden these things  

    from the sophisticated  

    and learned,  

   and revealed them  

    to little children. ²⁶ 

  Yes, Father,  

   because this was for your good pleasure. ²⁷ 

 All things have been handed over to me      B 

   by my Father.  

  and no one knows the Son  

   except the Father,  

  and no one knows the Father except the Son  

   and those to whom the Son chooses  

   to reveal him. ²⁸ 

 Come to me,          B’ 

   all you who are weary and burdened,  

   and I will give you rest. ²⁹ 

  Take my yoke upon you  

    and learn from me,  

   because I am gentle and humble in heart,  

   and you will find rest for your souls. ³⁰ 

  For my yoke is easy  

   and my burden is light." 12¹ 

 

6 At that time Jesus was going on the Sabbath through the cornfields.   A B 

   and his disciples were hungry,  

  And they began  

   to pluck some ears of corn 

   and to eat.  ² 

  And when the Pharisees saw this,  

    they said to him,  

    "Behold!  

   Your disciples are doing  

   what it is not permissible to do on a Sabbath!"  ³ 
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 And he said to them,         B 

   "Have you not read what David did,  

    when he hungered 

    and those with him? ⁴ 

  How he entered the house of God,  

   and the loaves of offering he ate,  

   which for him was not permissible to eat,  

    neither for those with him,  

    but only for the priests? ⁵ 

  Or haven't you read in the Law  

   that on the Sabbath  

   the priests in the temple can desecrate the Sabbath,  

    and yet are innocent? ⁶ 

 And I tell you,          B’ 

   something greater than the temple is here. ⁷ 

  But if you had known what this means:  

   'I desire mercy, not sacrifice,' 

    you would not have condemned the innocent.  ⁸ 

  For the Son of Man is lord of the Sabbath." ⁹ 

 

7 And going on from there,        A B’ 

   he went into their synagogue, ¹⁰ 

  and behold,  

   a man with a useless hand,  

  and they questioned him,  

    saying,  

   "Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?" 

    in order that they might accuse him, ¹¹ 

 And he said to them,         B 

  "Is there anyone among you  

   who has one sheep,  

    and if it falls on the Sabbath  

    into a pit, 

   will he not get his arms around it  

    and rescue it? ¹² 

  By how much more valuable is a man than a sheep, 

   so, therefore, it is lawful 

   to do good on the Sabbath." ¹³ 

 Then he says to the man,        B’ 

   "Stretch out your hand."  

  And he stretched it out,  

   and it was restored,  

   as sound as the other. ¹⁴ 

  And the Pharisees went out  

   and began to plot against him,  

   as to how they might kill him. ¹⁵ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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1 But Jesus.         A A 

   being aware of this,  

   departed from there,  

  and many crowds followed him,  

  and he healed them all. ¹⁶ 

 And he ordered them         B 

   that they should not make his presence known, ¹⁷ 

  that might be fulfilled  

   the thing spoken through the prophet Isaiah,  

  saying: ¹⁸ 

 Behold,          B’ 

   my servant  

    whom I have chosen,  

   my beloved  

    in whom my soul is well pleased;  

  I will put my Spirit upon him,  

    and he will announce judgment to the nations. ¹⁹ 

   He will not quarrel  

    neither cry out;  

    nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets. ²⁰ 

   A bruised reed he will not break,  

    and a smouldering wick he will not snuff out,  

    till he brings judgment to victory. ²¹ 

  And in his name  

   nations will hope." ²² 

 

2 Then they brought to him       A B 

   a demon possessed man  

   blind and mute,  

  and he healed him  

   so that the mute man spoke and saw ²³ 

  and all the crowds were astonished  

   and said,  

   "Is not this the Son of David?" ²⁴ 

 But when the Pharisees heard this,       B 

   they said,  

  "Only by Beelzebub,  

   the ruler of the demons,  

   is this fellow driving out the demons." ²⁵ 

 But knowing their thoughts,        B’ 

    he said to them,  

   "Every kingdom divided against itself will be brought to desolation,  

    and every town or house divided against itself will not stand. ²⁶ 

  And if Satan is driving out Satan,  

    he is divided against himself,  

    so how will his kingdom stand? ²⁷ 

   And if I am driving out the demons by Beelzebub,  

    by whom are your disciples driving them out?  
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    therefore, they will be your judges. ²⁸ 

   But if I am driving out the demons by the Spirit of God,  

    then the kingdom of God has come upon you. ²⁹ 

  Or how can anyone enter the house of the strong man  

     and seize his things,  

    unless he first binds the strong man?  

    And then he will plunder his house. ³⁰ 

   The one who is not with me is against me.  

   And the one who does not gather with me scatters. ³¹ 

 

3 Therefore I tell you,          B’ 

  all sin and blasphemy will be forgiven men,  

  but the blasphemy of the Spirit will not be forgiven  ³² 

 and whoever speaks a word  

  against the Son of Man  

  will be forgiven,  

 but whoever speaks  

  against the Holy Spirit,  

  it will not be forgiven him,  

   either in this age  

   or in the one to come.³³ 

 

4 Either make the tree good and its fruit good,      A X 

  or make the tree bad and its fruit bad;  

  for the tree is known by its fruit. ³⁴ 

 Offspring of vipers,         B 

   how can you speak good things,  

    since you are evil?  

   for out of the abundance of the heart  

    the mouth speaks. ³⁵ 

  The good man  

   out of the treasure of good in his heart  

   brings out good things.  

  And the evil man  

   out of his treasure of evil 

   brings out evil. ³⁶ 

 And I tell you,          B’ 

   that every idle word  

    which men will speak,  

   they will have to give account for it 

    on the day of judgement, ³⁷ 

  for out of your words  

   you will be justified,  

  and out of your words  

   you will be condemned." ³⁸ 
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5 Then answered him,        A A 

   some of the scribes and Pharisees  

   saying,  

  "Teacher,  

   we want to see a sign from you." ³⁹ 

 And he answering said to them,       A’ 

   "An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign. "  

   "And no sign will be given it  

     except the sign of the prophet Jonah. " ⁴⁰ 

    For as Jonah was  

     in the belly of the sea monster  

     three days and three nights; 

    so will be the Son of Man  

     in the heart of the earth  

     three days and three nights. ⁴¹  

  Men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment   

    with this generation  

    and condemn it,  

   because they repented at the preaching of Jonah,  

   and behold,  

    something greater than Jonah is here. ⁴² 

  The Queen of the South will be raised up at the judgment  

    with this generation  

    and condemn it,  

   because she came from the ends of the earth  

    to hear the wisdom of Solomon,  

   and behold,  

    something greater than Solomon is here. ⁴³ 

 

6 Now when the unclean spirit comes out from a man,    A B  

  it goes through waterless places seeking rest,  

  and does not find any. ⁴⁴ 

 Then it says,          B 

   'I will return to my house  

   from which I came.'  

  And when it arrives,  

  it finds the house standing empty,  

   swept clean  

   and put in order. ⁴⁵ 

 Then it goes          B’ 

   and brings with it  

    seven other spirits  

    more evil than itself,  

   and entering it lives there.   

  And the final condition of that man is worse than the first.  

  Thus it will be also with this evil generation." ⁴⁶ 
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7 While he was still speaking to the crowd,      A B’ 

  behold,  

   his mother and brothers stood outside,  

   wanting to talk to him, ⁴⁷ 

  and someone said to him,  

   "Behold,  

   your mother and your brothers are standing outside, 

     wanting to talk to you." ⁴⁸ 

 And answering, / he said / to the one who informed him,    B 

  "Who is my mother?  

   And who are my brothers?"  ⁴⁹ 

 And extending his hand / toward his disciples, / he said,     B’ 

  "Behold, / my mother / and my brothers. ⁵⁰ 

   For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven,  

    he is my brother  

    and sister  

    and mother."  
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SECTION C  13¹ - ⁵³  

 

1 In that day          A  

  Jesus went out of the house  

   and sat down by the lake ²  

  and such large crowds gathered around him,  

   that he got into a boat to sit in it,  

   and all the crowd stood on the shore. ³ 

 And he spoke many things to them       B 

  in parables,  

  saying:  

 "Behold,          B’ 

    the sower of seeds went out to sow seeds ⁴ 

    and as he sowed seeds,  

   some indeed fell beside the way,  

    and the birds came  

    and ate them up. ⁵ 

   but others fell on the rocky places,  

    where it did not have much soil,  

    and it sprang up quickly  

     because it did not have depth of soil. ⁶ 

  Now when the sun came up,  

    it was scorched,  

    and because it had no root,  

     it dried up, ⁷ 

   but others fell on the thorns,  

    and the thorns grew up  

    and choked them, ⁸ 

   and others fell on the good soil  

    and yielded fruit,  

    one a hundredfold,  

     the other sixty  

     and another thirty. ⁹ 

  The one who has ears,  

   let him hear." ¹⁰     (see 13⁴³) 

 

2 And the disciples came to him        A  

   and they said to him,  

  "Why do you speak to them in parables?" ¹¹ 

 And he answered         B 

    and he said,  

   "To you it has been granted  

    to know the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven,  

   but to them it has not been granted: ¹² 

  For to the one who has,  

   it will be given,  

   and he will have an abundance.  
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  As for the one who does not have,  

   even what he has  

   will be taken away from him. ¹³ 

 For this reason I speak to them in parables, that     B’ 

   'Seeing  

    they do not see,  

   and hearing  

    they neither hear  

    nor understand.' ¹⁴ 

  And in them is fulfilled 

     the prophecy of Isaiah,  

     which says:  

    'In hearing, 

     you will hear  

     and never understand;  

    and seeing, 

     you will see  

     and never perceive. ¹⁵ 

   For the heart of this people has become impervious;  

     and with the ears  

      they have hardly heard  

     and their eyes  

      they have closed,  

    lest  

     they see with the eyes  

     and with the ears hear 

    and understand with the heart,  

     and turn back,  

     and I would heal them.' ¹⁶ 

   "But of you blessed  

    are the eyes  

     because they see,  

    and the ears  

     because they hear. ¹⁷ 

   For truly I tell you,  

    that many prophets and righteous ones longed  

   to see  

    what you are seeing,  

    but did not see it,  

   and to hear  

    what you are hearing,  

    but did not hear it. ¹⁸  

 

3 You, hear, therefore,         A  

  the parable  

  of the one sowing seeds: ¹⁹  

  When anyone hears the word of the kingdom     a B 

   and does not understand,  
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  the evil one comes       b 

   and snatches away  

   what was sown in his heart:  

  this is what was sown beside the way. ²⁰    b’ 

  And what was sown in the rocky places,     a B’ 

   this is the one who hears the word  

    and immediately with joy receives it ²¹ 

    but as he has no root in himself  

     it is short-lived.  

   for when trouble or persecution comes,  

    because of the word,  

    he quickly falls away. ²² 

  And what was sown in the thorns,     b 

   this is the one who hears the word, 

   and the worry of the age  

     and the seductiveness of wealth  

     choke the word,  

    and it becomes unfruitful. ²³ 

  And what was sown in the good soil,     b’ 

   this is the one who hears the word 

    and understands,  

    who indeed bears fruit  

   and indeed one, a hundredfold,  

    the other sixty,  

    the other thirty. ²⁴ 

 

4 Another parable he put before them,         

    saying:  

   "The kingdom of heaven is likened  

    to a man sowing good seed in his field. ²⁵ 

  But while the men were sleeping,  

   his enemy came and  

    sowed weeds in between the wheat  

   and went away. ²⁶ 

  And when the wheat grass had sprung up and formed ears,  

   then the weeds appeared. ²⁷ 

 So the owner's servants came to him and said to him,  

   'Sir, you sowed good seed in your field, did you not?  

   How then does it have weeds?' ²⁸ 

  And he said to them,  

   'A hateful person did this.'  

  And the servants say to him,  

   'Do you want us to go out, then, and collect them?' ²⁹ 

 But he says, 'No,  

   lest while collecting the weeds  

   you uproot the wheat along with them. ³⁰ 

  Leave both to grow together until the harvest.  

  And at the time of harvest I will tell the reapers: 
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   ‘Collect firstly the weeds  

    and tie them in bundles to be burned,  

   but gather the wheat  

    into my barn.' ³¹ 

 

5 Another parable he put before them,       A  

   saying,  

  "The kingdom of heaven is like  

   a mustard seed,  

   which a man took  

   and sowed in his field, ³² 

 which indeed is smaller than all the seeds,      B 

 but when it grows,         B’ 

  it is larger than all the herbs,  

  and becomes a tree,  

   so that the birds of the air come  

   and nest in its branches!"  ³³ 

 

6 Another parable he spoke to them:         

  "The kingdom of heaven is like  

   yeast,  

 which a woman took and mixed in three measures of dough,  

 until the whole batch was leavened."  ³⁴ 

 

7 Jesus spoke all these things          

  in parables 

  to the crowds;  

 and without a parable  

  he did not speak to them, ³⁵ 

 so that was fulfilled the thing spoken through the prophet 

   saying:  

  "I will open my mouth in parables,   

   I will utter things hidden since the creation of the world." ³⁶ 

 

8 Then,           A  

   leaving the crowds,  

   he went into the house  

  and came to him his disciples  

   saying,  

   "Explain to us  

    the parable  

    of the weeds of the field" ³⁷ 

  and answering  

   he said,  

 "The one sowing the good seed is the Son of Man, ³⁸    B 

     and the field is the world,  

   and the good seed,  

    these are the children of the kingdom  
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   and the weeds  

    they are the children of the evil one, ³⁹ 

    and the enemy who sows them is the devil.  

  Now the harvest is the completion of the age,  

    and the reapers are angels. ⁴⁰ 

   as, therefore, the weeds are collected and consumed by fire,  

   so it will be at the completion of the age. ⁴¹ 

  The Son of Man will send out his angels,  

   and they will collect out of his kingdom  

    all the things that lead to sin  

    and those who practice lawlessness; ⁴² 

   and they will throw them into the furnace of fire;  

    there will be weeping,  

    and gnashing of teeth. ⁴³ 

 Then,          B’ 

  the righteous will shine forth like the sun  

   in the kingdom of their Father.  

  The one who has ears,  

   let him hear. ⁴⁴ 

 

9 The kingdom of heaven is like       a   

  treasure  

  hidden in a field,  

 which when a man found it       b 

  he hid it again.  

 and for his joy         b’ 

  he goes and sells what things he has,  

  and buys that field. ⁴⁵ 

 

10 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like         

  a man 

  a merchant who was looking for fine pearls, ⁴⁶ 

 and when he found one highly valuable pearl,  

 he went away  

  and sold everything that he had  

  and bought it. ⁴⁷ 

 

11 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like         

  a net cast into the sea  

  and catching every kind of fish, ⁴⁸ 

 which when full,  

  the fishers pulled up onto the shore,  

 and sitting down,  

  they collected the good kinds into baskets,  

  but threw away the bad. ⁴⁹ 

 

12 Thus it will be            

  at the completion of the age:  
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 the angels will go forth  

  and they will separate the evil ones  

  from out of the midst of the righteous, ⁵⁰ 

 and they will throw them into the furnace of fire: 

  there will be weeping,  

  and gnashing of teeth." ⁵¹ 

 

13 Jesus said to them,          

   "Have you understood all these things?"   

 They say to him,  

  "Yes." ⁵² 

 And he said to them,  

  "Therefore every scribe  

   instructed about the kingdom of heaven  

   is like  

  a man who owns a house,  

   who brings out of his store  

   both new and old things." ⁵³ 

 

14 And it came about           

  that when Jesus had finished these parables,  

  he departed from there. 
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SECTION 5’ 13⁵⁴ - 16²⁰ 

 

1 And coming into his home town,       A A 

   he taught them in their synagogue,  

   so that they were astounded,  

    and said,  

  "Where did this man  

    get this wisdom  

    and miraculous powers? ⁵⁵ 

   Is not this the son of the carpenter?  

   Is not his mother named Mary,  

    and his brothers  

     Jacob and Joseph  

     and Simon and Judah ⁵⁶ 

    and his sisters -  

     aren't they all here with us?  

  Where,  

   therefore,  

   did this man get all these things?" ⁵⁷ 

 And they were offended        B 

  by him.  

 And Jesus said to them,         B’ 

  "A prophet is not without honour  

   except in his home town,  

   and among his relatives." ⁵⁸ 

  And he did not do there  

   many miracles,  

   because of their unbelief. 14¹  

 

2 At that time,          A B 

   Herod the tetrarch heard  

   the report about Jesus, ² 

  and he said to his servants,  

   "This is John the Baptist!  

    He is risen from the dead,  

    and that is why miraculous powers  

    are at work in him!" ³ 

 For Herod had arrested John,        B 

    and bound him,  

   and put him away in prison,  

   because of Herodias,  

    his brother Philip's wife. ⁴ 

  For John had been saying to him,  

   "It is not lawful for you to have her." ⁵ 

  And though wanting to kill him,  

   he feared the crowd,  

   because they regarded him as a prophet. ⁶ 
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 Now when Herod's birthday took place,       B’ 

    the daughter of Herodias danced in the midst,  

    and she pleased Herod; ⁷ 

   for which reason he promised with an oath  

    to give her whatever she might ask for. ⁸ 

   So after being instructed by her mother,  

    "Give me," she says,  

    here on a platter  

     the head of John the Baptist." ⁹ 

  And being grieved,  

    the king  

   on account of the oaths  

    and those reclining with him,  

   he commanded that it be given, ¹⁰ 

  And sending orders  

    he had John beheaded in the prison. ¹¹ 

   And his head was brought on a platter  

    and given to the girl,  

    and she carried it to her mother. ¹² 

   And his disciples approached 

    and took the corpse and buried him.   

    and went and told Jesus. ¹³ 

 

3 And hearing this,         A B’ 

  Jesus went away from there,  

  in a boat / to a remote place / by himself.  

 And the crowds heard,         B 

  and followed him on foot  

  from the towns. ¹⁴ 

 And getting out, he saw a large crowd,       B’ 

  and he was moved with compassion for them,  

  and he healed their sick.  ¹⁵ 

 

4 Now as evening came on,        A X 

   the disciples came to him,  

   saying,  

  "The place is remote,  

   and the hour  

   is already late, 

   dismiss the crowds,  

   that they can go away into the villages  

   and buy food for themselves." ¹⁶ 

 But Jesus said to them,         B 

   "They do not need to go away.  

    You give them something to eat." ¹⁷ 

  But they say to him,  

   "We have nothing here  

    except five loaves  
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    and two fish." ¹⁸ 

  And he said,  

   "Bring them here to me." ¹⁹ 

 And having directed the crowds     (a) a B’ 

    to recline  

    on the grass,  

   taking the five loaves and the two fish,   (b) 

    looking up to heaven,  

    he gave a blessing  

   and braking,      (b’) 

    he gave the loaves to the disciples,  

    and the disciples to the crowds. ²⁰ 

  And all ate and were satisfied.      b 

   And they picked up the left-over scraps.  

   A full twelve baskets of them! ²¹ 

  Now the ones eating were men     b’ 

   about five thousand,  

   apart from women and children. ²² 

 

5 And immediately he ordered his disciples       A 

   to get into the boat  

   and to go on ahead of him to the other side,  

  while he dismissed the crowds ²³ 

  and after he had dismissed the crowds,  

   he went up into the mountain  

   by himself to pray.  

 

6 Now as evening came on       a A B 

  he was alone there²⁴      b 

  and the boat was now many furlongs from land   b’ 

   being battered by the waves,  

   because the wind was contrary. ²⁵ 

 And in the fourth watch of the night      a B 

   he went out toward them,  

   walking on the lake. ²⁶ 

  And when the disciples saw him     b 

    walking on the lake,  

   they were terrified,  

    saying,  

    "It's a ghost!"  

   And they cried out in fear. ²⁷ 

  And immediately Jesus spoke to them    b’ 

    saying:  

   "Take heart,  

    it is I.  

   Don't be afraid." ²⁸ 

 And answering him Peter said,       a B’ 

   "Lord,  
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    if it is you,  

    order me to come to you on the water." ²⁹ 

   And he said, "Come."  

  And getting out of the boat      b 

    Peter walked on the water,  

    and went toward Jesus. ³⁰ 

   But when he saw the violent wind,  

    he became afraid,  

   and beginning to sink,  

    he cried out, saying,  

    "Lord, save me!" ³¹ 

  And immediately      (a) b’ 

     Jesus reached out his hand  

     and grabbed him,  

      saying,  

    "O you of little faith,  

    why did you doubt?" ³² 

   And when they climbed into the boat,   (b) 

    the wind ceased. ³³ 

   And those in the boat worshipped him,   (b’) 

    saying,  

    "Truly, you are Son of God." ³⁴ 

 

7 And crossing over,          B’ 

  they came / onto land / at Gennesaret. ³⁵ 

 And recognising him, 

  the men of that place sent word into all that district,  

  and they brought to him all those who were sick. ³⁶ 

 And they begged him  

  that they might only touch the hem of his garment;  

  and as many as touched it were completely healed. 15¹  

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1 Then come to Jesus         A A 

    from Jerusalem  

    some Pharisees and scribes,  

     saying, ² 

   "Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders?  

    For they do not wash their hands when they eat." ³ 

  And answering, he said to them,  

    "Why indeed do you break the commandment of God  

    for the sake of your tradition? ⁴ 

   For God said,  

    'Honour father and mother' and 

    'The one who curses father or mother must be put to death.' ⁵ 

   But you say,  

    whoever says to father or mother:  
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     'Whatever you might be owed from me  

      is a gift vowed to God,' ⁶ 

    he will not at all honour his father or his mother with it,  

     and you have annulled the word of God  

     for the sake of your tradition. ⁷ 

  "You hypocrites!  

    Isaiah has prophesied rightly about you,  

    saying, ⁸ 

   'This people draw near to me with their mouth,  

    and honour me with their lips,  

    but their heart is far from me. ⁹ 

   They worship me in vain, 

    teaching as law  

    the decrees of men.' ¹⁰ 

 And calling the crowd forward,        B 

    he said to them,  

   "Listen, and understand: ¹¹ 

  The thing entering  

   into the mouth  

   does not make a man unclean,  

  but the thing coming forth  

   out of the mouth,  

   this makes a man unclean." ¹² 

 Then, the disciples coming to him, say to him,      B’ 

   "Do you know  

    that the Pharisees  

    hearing this word 

    were offended?" ¹³ 

  And answering he said,  

    "Every plant that my Father in heaven has not planted  

     will be uprooted. ¹⁴ 

   Leave them;  

    they are blind leaders of the blind.  

    And if a blind person leads a blind person,  

     both will fall into a pit." ¹⁵ 

   And answering, Peter said to him,  

    "Explain the parable to us." ¹⁶ 

  And he said,  

    "Are you also this unintelligent? ¹⁷ 

   Do you not understand that everything entering the mouth  

    goes into the stomach,  

    and then is ejected into the sewer? ¹⁸ 

   But the things coming forth out of the mouth  

     come from the heart,  

     and those things make a man unclean. ¹⁹ 

    For out of the heart,  

      come forth  

      evil reasoning,  
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     murder, / adultery, / fornication,  

     theft, / false testimony, / slander. ²⁰ 

    These are the things making a man unclean;  

     but the eating with unwashed hands,  

     that does not make the man unclean." ²¹ 

 

2 And going forth from there,        A B 

    Jesus departed to the areas of Tyre and Sidon. ²² 

   And behold,  

    a Canaanite woman  

    from those regions,  

   on coming forward, 

    she cried out,  

    saying,  

  "Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David!  

   My daughter is suffering terribly from a demon." ²³ 

  But he answered not a word to her.  

 And coming to him,        B 

    his disciples urge him,  

    saying,  

   "Send her away,  

    because she is crying out behind us." ²⁴ 

  And answering, he said,  

   "I was sent only / to the lost sheep / of the house of Israel." ²⁵ 

  But approaching 

    she worshipped him  

    saying,  

   "Lord, help me." ²⁶ 

 And answering, he said,        B’ 

   "It is not right to take the children's bread  

    and toss it to the dogs." ²⁷ 

  And she said,  

   "Yes, Lord;  

    but even the dogs eat  

    from the falling crumbs  

    from their master's table." ²⁸ 

  Then, answering, Jesus said to her,  

   "Oh, woman!  

     Great is your faith!  

    Let it be to you as you desire."  

    And her daughter was healed  

    from that very hour.²⁹ 

 

3 And departing from there,        A B’ 

   Jesus came near the Sea of Galilee;  

  and having gone up into the mountain,  

  he sat there. ³⁰ 

 And approached him many crowds,       B 
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  having with them the lame,  

   the maimed, the blind, the mute,  

   and many others,  

  and they laid them  

   down at his feet.  

 And he healed them, ³¹        B’ 

   so that the crowd marvelled,  

  seeing the mute speaking,  

   the maimed whole,  

    and lame walking  

    and blind seeing,  

  and they glorified the God of Israel.  ³² 

 

4 And Jesus          A X 

   calling forward his disciples,    

   he said,  

  "I feel for the crowd,  

   because for three days now they have been with me  

   and they have not had anything to eat.  

  And to dismiss them without eating,  

   I am not willing,  

   lest they collapse on the way." ³³ 

 And the disciples say to him,        B 

   "Where in the desert can we obtain so many loaves of bread,  

   enough to satisfy so large a crowd?" ³⁴ 

  And Jesus says to them,  

   "How many loaves do you have?"   

  And they said,  

   "Seven, and a few fish."  ³⁵ 

 And having commanded the crowd       B’ 

    to recline  

    on the ground, ³⁶ 

   he took the seven loaves of bread and the fish,  

   and giving thanks,  

     he broke them up into bits  

    and gave to the disciples,  

    and the disciples to the crowds. ³⁷ 

  And all ate and were satisfied.  

   And they picked up the left-over scraps:  

   seven full baskets! ³⁸ 

  Now the ones eating were  

    four thousand men,  

    apart from women and children, ³⁹ 

   and having dismissed the crowds,  

   he embarked in the boat,  

    and went into the region of Magadan. 16¹ 
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5 And the Pharisees and Sadducees approach him,      A 

  and testing him,  

   they asked him to show them a sign from heaven ² 

  but answering, 

   he said to them,  

 "When evening comes,  

   you say,  

    'Fair weather,  

    the sky is red' ³ 

   and in the morning,  

    'Today, stormy weather,  

     for the sky is red and threatening.'  

  The face, indeed, of the sky  

   you know how to judge.  

  But the signs of the times  

   you are not able to.⁴ 

  A wicked and adulterous generation demands a sign,  

   but no sign will be given it  

   except the sign of Jonah."  

  And leaving them , 

  he went away. ⁵ 

 

6 And when the disciples were going to the other side,     A B 

   they forgot  

   to take bread loaves. ⁶ 

  And Jesus said to them,  

   "Watch out.  

    and be on your guard  

    against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees." ⁷ 

  And they were discussing between themselves,  

    saying,  

   "We didn't bring bread loaves." ⁸ 

 And knowing,          B 

    Jesus said,  

   "Why are you discussing between yourselves, 

    you of little faith, 

    that you have no loaves'? ⁹ 

  Do you still not understand  

   nor remember the five loaves for the five thousand,  

    and how many baskets you picked up ¹⁰ 

   nor the seven loaves for the four thousand,  

    and how many baskets you picked up? ¹¹ 

  How do you not understand  

   that it was not about bread I was speaking to you  

   but be on your guard  

    against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees." ¹² 

 Then they understood,         B’ 

   that he had not said  
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   they should be on their guard  

  against the yeast of the loaves,  

  but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. ¹³ 

 

7 And as Jesus entered into the region of Caesarea Philippi,    B’ 

    he questioned his disciples,  

    saying,  

    "Whom do men say the Son of Man is?" ¹⁴ 

   and they said,  

    "Some, indeed, John the Baptist;  

     but others, Elijah;  

    and still others,  

     Jeremiah  

     or one of The Prophets." ¹⁵ 

  He says to them,  

   "And you,  

   who do you say I am?" ¹⁶ 

  And answering, Simon Peter said,  

   "You are the Christ,  

    the son of the living God." ¹⁷ 

 And answering, Jesus said to him,  

    "Blessed are you,  

    Simon son of John,  

   because it was not flesh and blood that revealed this to you,  

   but my Father, who is in heaven. ¹⁸ 

  And I also say to you,  

   that you are Peter,  

    and upon this rock  

    I will build my church, 

   and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. ¹⁹ 

  And to you  

    I will give the keys of the kingdom of heaven,  

   and whatever you bind on earth  

    will have been bound in heaven,  

   and whatever you loose on earth  

    will have been loosed in heaven." ²⁰ 

 Then he warned the disciples,  

  that they tell no one  

  that he is the Christ. ²¹ 
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SECTION 4’ 16²¹ - 19¹a 

 

1 From then, Jesus began to reveal to his disciples     A  

   that he must go to Jerusalem,  

   and suffer many things  

    at the hands of the elders / and chief priests / and scribes,  

  and be killed,  

  and on the third day be raised. ²² 

 And taking him,         B 

   Peter began correcting him,  

   saying,  

  "God forbid, Lord!  

   This cannot happen to you!"  ²³ 

 But turning,          B’ 

   he said to Peter,  

  "Get behind me, Satan!   

   You are a stumbling block to me,  

   because you think not the things of God,  

   but the things of men." ²⁴ 

 

2 Then Jesus said to his disciples,        A  

   "If anyone wishes to follow me,  

    he must deny himself,  

    and take up his cross  

    and follow me. ²⁵ 

  For whoever tries to keep his life  

   will lose it.  

  But whoever loses his life for my sake,  

   will find it. ²⁶ 

 For what will it gain a man,        B 

   if he should gain the whole world,  

    but lose his own soul?  

   or what will a man give,  

    in exchange for his soul? ²⁷ 

  For the Son of Man is about to come  

   in the glory of his Father  

   with his angels.  

  And then  

   he will reward each man,  

   according to his conduct. ²⁸ 

 Truly I tell you,         B’  

  there are some of those present here,  

  who by no means may taste death  

   until they see the Son of Man  

   coming in his kingship." 17¹ 
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3 And after six days,         A  

  Jesus takes Peter,  

   and James,  

   and John his brother,  

  and he leads them up  

   into a high mountain,  

   by themselves. ² 

 And he was transfigured before them,       B 

   and his face shone like the sun,  

   and his garments became white as the light. ³ 

  And behold,  

   appeared to them Moses and Elijah,  

   conversing with Him. ⁴ 

  And answering,  

    Peter said to Jesus,  

   "Lord, it is good for us to be here.  

    If you wish,  

    I will make three shelters here:  

    one for you,  

     and one for Moses,  

     and one for Elijah." ⁵ 

 While he was still speaking,        B’ 

   behold a bright cloud overshadowed them,  

  And behold,  

    a voice from the cloud,  

    saying:  

   "This is my beloved Son,  

    with whom I am well pleased.  

    Listen to him." ⁶ 

  And hearing,  

    the disciples fell on their faces,  

    and feared exceedingly. ⁷ 

   And Jesus approached them,  

     and touching them,  

     he said,  

    "Rise  

     and do not fear." ⁸ 

   And lifting up their eyes,  

    they saw no one,  

    except Jesus himself alone.  ⁹ 

 

4 And as they were coming down from the mountain,       

   Jesus charged them,  

   saying:  

  "Do not tell anyone about the vision,  

   until the time when the Son of Man is raised from the dead." ¹⁰ 

 And the disciples questioned him,  

  saying,  
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  "So why do the scribes say that Elijah has to come first?" ¹¹ 

 And answering,  

    he said,  

   "Elijah does indeed come first,  

    and he will restore all things. ¹² 

   But I say to you,  

    that Elijah has already come,  

   and they did not recognize him,  

   but did with him what they wished." ¹³ 

  Then the disciples understood  

   that about John the Baptist 

   he had spoken to them. ¹⁴ 

 

5 And as they came to the crowd,         

  approached him a man,  

   falling on his knees to him, ¹⁵ 

   and saying,  

  "Lord,  

    have mercy on my son,  

   because he is a lunatic and is sick,  

    for often he falls into fire,  

    and often into water ¹⁶ 

   and I brought him to your disciples,  

    and they were not able  

    to heal him." ¹⁷ 

 And answering,  

    Jesus said,  

  "O unbelieving and perverted generation!  

   How long will I be with you?  

   How long shall I put up with you?  

   Bring him here to me." ¹⁸ 

 And Jesus rebuked it,  

  and the demon came out from him,  

  and the boy was healed  

   from that hour. ¹⁹ 

 

6 Then approaching,        A  

  the disciples privately said to Jesus, 

   "Why were we not able to drive it out?" ²⁰ 

  and he says to them,  

   "Because of your lack of faith.  

 For truly I tell you,         B 

  if you have faith as small as a mustard seed,  

  you will say to this mountain,  

   'Move from here to there,'  

    and it will move.  

 Nothing will be impossible for you." ²²      B’ 
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7 And as they came together in Galilee,  

   said to them,  

   Jesus,  

  "The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into the hands of men, ²³ 

   and they will kill him,  

   and on the third day he will be raised."  

   And they were filled with grief. ²⁴ 

 

8 And when they arrived in Capernaum,       A  

   approached the collectors of the two drachmas to Peter,  

   and they said,  

  "Does your teacher not pay the two drachma tax?" ²⁵ 

  He says, "Yes."  

 And when he had come into the house,       B 

   Jesus preceded him,  

   saying,  

  "What do you think, Simon:  

   the kings of the earth,  

    from whom do they collect toll and tribute 

   from their sons,  

   or from others?" ²⁶ 

 And when he said,         B’ 

    "From others,"  

   Jesus said to him,  

    "Then the sons are free. ²⁷ 

  But lest we offend them,  

   going to the lake,  

    cast a hook,  

   and the first fish that comes up,  

    take.  

  And when you have opened its mouth,  

    you will find a four-drachma coin.  

   Take that.  

   And give it to them,  

    as mine  

    and yours." 18¹  

 

9 In that hour,          A  

   the disciples approached Jesus,  

   saying,  

  "Who then is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?" ² 

   And calling a child over,  

   he stood him in the midst of them, ³ 

   and he said,  

 "I tell you truly:          B 

  unless you change and become like children,  

  by no means will you enter into the kingdom of heaven. ⁴ 

  He who, therefore, will humble himself      B’ 
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   as this child,  

   this is the one who is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. ⁵ 

  And whoever receives one such child  

   in my name,  

   receives me. ⁶  

  And whoever offends one of these little ones who believe in me  

   it would be better for him 

   that a mill stone be hung around his neck 

    and he be drowned  

    in the depths of the sea. ⁷ 

 

10 Woe to the world,         A  

   because of offences, 

  for offences are bound to come,  

  but  woe to the man, 

   through whom the offence comes. ⁸ 

 And if your hand or your foot offends you,      B 

   cut it off,  

   and throw it away from you:  

  it is better for you to enter into life  

   maimed  

   or lame,  

  than 

   having / two hands / or two feet  

   to be thrown into everlasting fire. ⁹ 

 And if your eye offends you,        B’ 

   tear it out,  

   and throw it away from you:  

  it is better for you, 

   one-eyed, 

   to enter into life,  

  than 

   having two eyes 

   to be thrown into fiery Gehenna. ¹⁰ 

 

11 See that you do not despise any one of these little ones;    A  

  for I tell you,  

  that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven.¹² 

 What do you think?         B 

  If a man has a hundred sheep,  

    and one of them is lost,  

   will he not leave the ninety-nine on the mountain,  

   and go to look for the one that is wandering? ¹³ 

  And if he happens to find it,  

   truly I tell you,  

   he rejoices over it  

    more than the ninety-nine  

    that were not wandering. ¹⁴ 
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 So,          B’ 

  it is not the will of your Father in heaven,  

  that any one of these little ones perish. ¹⁵ 

 

12 Now if your brother sins against you,     (a) a A  

    go show him his fault,  

    just between you and him.  

   If he listens to you,     (b) 

    you have won back your brother. ¹⁶ 

   But if he does not listen,    (b’) 

    take with you one or two others,  

    that by the mouths of two witnesses or three  

     every matter be established. ¹⁷ 

  And if he refuses to listen to them,     b 

   tell it to the church.  

  And if he refuses even to listen to the church,    b’ 

   let him be to you  

    as a Gentile  

    or a tax collector. ¹⁸ 

 Truly I tell you,          B 

  what things you bind on earth,  

   shall have been bound in heaven;  

  and what things you loose on earth,  

   shall have been loosed in heaven. ¹⁹ 

 Again I tell you,          B’ 

   that if two of you agree on earth  

    concerning any matter  

    whatever they ask 

   it will be to them  

    from my Father in heaven, ²⁰ 

  for where two or three are gathered together 

   in my name,  

  there I am 

   in the midst of them. ²¹ 

 

13 Then,           A  

   approaching, 

   Peter said to him,  

  "Lord,  

   how many times shall my brother sin against me  

    and I forgive him?  

   Up to seven times?" ²² 

  Jesus says to him,  

   "I tell you,  

    not up to seven times,  

    but up to seventy [times] seven times. ²³ 

 Therefore, the kingdom of heaven may be likened     B 

   to a man,  
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   a king  

    who wished to settle accounts  

    with his servants. ²⁴ 

  And as he made a start,  

     was brought forward to him 

     one man who owed ten thousand talents, ²⁵ 

    but not having the means to repay,  

     the lord commanded him to be sold,  

      and the wife 

      and the children  

     and everything, 

      whatever he had,  

    and be repaid in this way. ²⁶ 

   The servant, therefore, fell down,  

     and began entreating him,  

     saying,  

    'Be patient with me,  

    and I will repay you everything.' ²⁷ 

   And filled with tenderness,  

    the lord of that servant released him,  

    and forgave him the debt. ²⁸ 

  But then after he went out,  

     that servant found one of his fellow servants  

     who owed him a hundred denarii,  

    and he seized him,  

     and was choking him,  

     saying,  

    'Pay me back everything you owe.' ²⁹ 

   The fellow servant therefore fell down,  

    and he was begging him,  

      saying,  

     'Be patient with me,  

     and I will pay you back.' ³⁰ 

    But he was not willing,  

     and he went and threw him into the debtors' prison,  

     until such time he could pay back the debt. ³¹ 

   When therefore his fellow servants witnessed these events,  

     they were extremely upset,  

     and went and reported to their lord 

      everything that had happened. ³² 

    Then summoning him,  

      his master says to him,  

      'You wicked servant!  

     All that debt of yours I forgave you,  

      since you begged me. ³³ 

     Aren't you also obligated  

      to pity your fellow servant,  

      as I have pitied you?' ³⁴ 
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    And in anger,  

     his master handed him over to the jailers,  

     until such time he could repay everything he owed. ³⁵ 

 This is how my Father in heaven will act toward you also,    B’ 

  unless you each forgive your brother  

  from your heart. 19¹a  

 

14 And it came about,  

  that when Jesus had finished saying these things,  

  he departed from Galilee. 
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PART THREE: 19.1b-28.20 

BECOMING KING, JESUS SENDS OUT HIS DISCIPLES… 

 

 

 

‘Becoming King, Jesus sends out his disciples.’ So says the chart. And here we add: in the final part of 

the gospel, we learn that Jesus’ cross is the throne where he is declared ‘King of the Jews’. We read 

here about his entering into Jerusalem on a donkey and the colt of a donkey, his anointing for his 

burial, his teaching in the Temple, and then outside the Temple about the Temple’s destruction and 

the last days. Central to his teaching in Jerusalem, in contrast to his Sermon on the Mountain (of the 

opening part to the gospel) in which he spoke of ‘Blessings’, he now speaks of ‘Woes’ - for the 

Pharisees and scribes. We learn of his betrayal, his being denied, his being forsaken, not only by his 

friends, but also by his heavenly Father. We learn of how he suffered the crowd’s rejection, 

mockings, a scourging and, at the last, crucifixion between two robbers. His was a burial in a 

borrowed new tomb that had to be guarded by soldiers. Meeting two Marys, he goes on to meet 

with and commission his disciples on a mountain in Galilee. 

 

19.1b well establishes the opening setting for this final (third) part of the gospel. By the end of its 

opening section, Section 3’, Jerusalem is entered. Central to this final part of the gospel, Jesus is both 

in the Temple and outside of it. See the reddened references in the text to this 14 piece/14 piece/14 

piece presentation for the evidence of this symmetrical presentation. Here there is much to link with 

the Sermon on the Mountain of the opening part of the gospel: on religion, the coming Kingdom, the 

Law, the Prophets… 

 

In presenting the first part (of three) of the gospel, I drew attention to the two X pieces, X1 and X2, 

of Section 1’ and how they formed a chiasm, the gospel’s principal chiasm, linking diagonally with 

the two X pieces, X2 and X1, of Section 1 of the final part (of the three) of the gospel.   
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Here in this gospel’s final part, the writer, as before, presents 70 pieces:  5 X 14 pieces: 

 

Section 3’   7  :  7         ABB’ X ABB’ : ABB’ X ABB’ 

Section 2’     14    ;   14    ;     14        or          14    ;   14    ;     14 

Section 1’   7  :  7             ABB’ X ABB’ : ABB’ X ABB’ 
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SECTION 3’ 19¹b - 21⁹ 

 

1 And he came           A 

   into the region of Judea  

   across the Jordan ² 

  and large crowds followed him,  

  and he healed them there. ³ 

 

2 And some Pharisees approached him,      a A B 

   testing him,  

   and saying,  

  “Is it lawful        b 

   for a man to divorce his wife  

    for every cause?” ⁴ 

  And he answering said,     (a) b’ 

     “Have you never read,  

     that the one creating from the beginning.  

      made them male and female, ⁵ 

      and said,  

    'For this reason  

     a man shall leave father and mother,  

     and be joined to his wife,  

    and the two will be one flesh’? ⁶ 

   So that       (b) 

    they are no longer two,  

    but one flesh.  

   What therefore God has joined together,  (b’) 

    let no man separate." ⁷ 

 They say to him,        a B 

   "Why then did Moses command  

  to give a certificate of divorce      b 

  and to send away?” ⁸      b’ 

 He says to them,        a B’ 

  "Moses,        b 

   because of the hardness of your hearts,  

    permitted you to divorce your wives,  

   but from the beginning  

    it was not so. ⁹ 

  But I tell you        b’ 

   that whoever divorces his wife,  

    except on grounds of fornication,  

    and marries another,  

   commits adultery. " ¹⁰ 

 

3 They say / to him / the disciples,       A B’ 

   "If this is the situation of the man with the wife,  

     it is better not to marry!” ¹¹ 
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    and he said to them,   

    "Not all men can accept this word,  

     but only those to whom it has been given. ¹² 

  For there are eunuchs,       a B 

    who from their mother’s womb 

    were born that way.  

   And there are eunuchs      b 

    who were made eunuchs  

    by men. 

   And there are eunuchs      b’ 

    who have made themselves eunuchs  

    for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  

  The one who is able to accept this,      B’ 

   let him accept it.” ¹³ 

 

4 Then they brought children to him,      A X 

   that he might lay his hands on them  

   and pray for them.  

  And the disciples scolded them ¹⁴     B 

    but Jesus said,  

   "Allow the children  

    and do not prevent them  

    from coming to me,  

    for of such is the kingdom of heaven." ¹⁵ 

  And laying hands on them,       B’ 

   he went from there. ¹⁶ 

 

5 And behold,          A A 

    one coming up to him  

    said,  

   "Teacher,  

    what good must I do  

    that I might have eternal life?" ¹⁷ 

  And he said to him,  

   "Why question me about what is good?  

    One thing is good. 

    And if you wish to enter eternal life,  

    keep the commandments."¹⁸ 

  He says to him,  

    "Which ones?"  

 And Jesus said to him,         B 

    "Do not murder,  

   do not commit adultery,  

    do not steal,  

    do not give false testimony, ¹⁹ 

   honour your father and your mother,'  

    and,  

    love your neighbour as yourself." ²⁰ 
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  The young man says to him,  

   "All these I have kept.   

   What yet do I lack?" ²¹ 

  Jesus said to him,  

    "If you wish to be perfect,  

   go sell your possessions  

    and give to the poor,  

    and you will have treasure in heaven,  

   and come, 

     follow me." ²² 

 But when the young man heard this,       B’ 

  he went away grieving,  

  for he had many possessions. ²³ 

 

6 And Jesus said to his disciples,        A B 

   "Truly I say to you,  

    the rich / with great difficulty / will enter  

    into the kingdom of heaven. ²⁴ 

   And again, I say to you,  

    it is easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle,  

    than for a rich person to enter into the kingdom of God." ²⁵ 

  And when they heard this,       B 

   the disciples were greatly astonished,  

    saying,  

   "Who then can be saved?"  ²⁶ 

  And looking at them,        B’ 

    Jesus said to them,  

   "With men, this is impossible;  

    but with God, all things are possible." ²⁷ 

 

7 Then answering,         A B’ 

    Peter said to him,  

   "Behold,  

  we have left everything,  

   and followed you;  

  what then will there be for us?" ²⁸ 

 And Jesus said to them,         B 

  "Truly I say to you,  

   that you are the ones who have followed me:  

 At the new beginning,         B’ 

   when the Son of Man sits  

    on the throne 

    of his glory,  

   you also will sit,  

    upon twelve thrones,  

    judging the twelve tribes of Israel. ²⁹ 

  And everyone who has left houses  

    or brothers / or sisters / or fathers  
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    or mothers / or children / or fields  

     for the sake of my name,  

   will receive a hundredfold  

   and will inherit eternal life. ³⁰ 

  But many will be 

   the first - last,  

   and the last - first." 20¹ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1 For the kingdom of heaven is like       A A 

    a man 

    a landowner  

   who went out early in the morning 

    to hire workers 

    for his vineyard ² 

   and agreeing with the workers,  

    for a denarius a day,  

    he sent them into his vineyard. ³ 

  And going out,  

    about the third hour, 

   he saw others standing in the market place: ⁴ 

    and to those he said,  

    "You also go out into the vineyard,  

     and whatever is right,  

     I will give you." ⁵ 

   And they left.  

  Again going out  

   about the sixth and ninth hours,  

   he did the same thing. ⁶ 

 Now about the eleventh hour        B 

   going out  

    he found others standing,  

    and he says to them,  

   "Why are you standing here / the whole day / idle?" ⁷ 

  They say to him,  

   "Because no one has hired us."   

  He says to them,  

   "Go, you also, into the vineyard." ⁸ 

 And when evening came,        B’ 

    the owner of the vineyard says  

    to his foreman,  

   "Call the workers and pay them their wages,  

   starting  

    from the last ones,  

    to the first ones." ⁹ 

  And coming 

   the ones from about the eleventh hour,  



83 
 

   each received a denarius. ¹⁰ 

  And coming, 

    the first ones supposed they will receive more,  

    and they each received a denarius  

     also themselves. ¹¹ 

   And receiving, 

     they grumbled against the landowner, ¹² 

     saying,  

    "These last ones worked one hour,  

     and you have treated them the same as us  

     who have borne the burden of the day,  

     and the scorching heat." ¹³ 

   But he answering / one of them / said,  

     'Friend, I am not doing you wrong.  

     Did you not agree to a denarius with me? ¹⁴ 

    Take what is yours and go, 

     but I wish to give to this last man 

     as I also gave to you. ¹⁵ 

    Is it not lawful for me  

     to do what I wish  

      with things that are mine,  

     or is your eye evil  

      because I am good?' ¹⁶ 

  Thus will be  

   the last first,  

   and the first last." ¹⁷ 

 

2 And being about to go up / Jesus / to Jerusalem,     A B 

  he took the twelve disciples privately aside,     B 

   and on the way, 

   said to them ¹⁸ 

  "Behold,         B’ 

    we are going up to Jerusalem,  

   and the Son of Man will be betrayed  

     to the chief priests and scribes,  

    and they will condemn him to death, ¹⁹ 

    and they will hand him over to the Gentiles,  

     who will mock, / scourge / and crucify him,  

   and on the third day  

    he will be raised." ²⁰ 

 

3 Then approached him         A B’ 

  the mother of the sons of Zebedee,  

    with her sons.   

   worshipping  

   and asking something from him. ²¹ 

  And he said to her,  

   "What do you wish?"  



84 
 

 She says to him,        a B 

   "Say that these two sons of mine may sit  

    one on the right  

    and one on the left of you  

   in your kingdom." ²² 

  But answering,       b 

     Jesus said,  

   "You do not know what you are asking.  

    Can you drink the cup which I am about to drink?"  

  They say to him,       b’ 

   "We can." ²³ 

 He says to them,         B’ 

   "My cup you will indeed drink,  

  but to sit  

    on my right  

    or on my left  

   is not mine to grant,  

  but for whom 

   it has been prepared  

   by my Father." ²⁴ 

 

4 And hearing,           X 

    the ten were incensed  

    about the two brothers ²⁵ 

   and Jesus,  

    calling them to him,  

    said,  

   "You know  

    that the rulers among the nations lord it over them,  

    and the great ones exercise authority over them. ²⁶ 

  It will not be so among you.  

   but whoever wishes to be great among you  

    he will be your servant, ²⁷ 

   and whoever wishes to be first among you 

    he will be your slave. ²⁸ 

  Just as the Son of Man  

   did not come to be served,  

   but to serve,  

    and to give his life  

    a ransom for many." ²⁹ 

 

5 And as they were leaving Jericho,       A A 

  there followed him  

  a huge crowd. ³⁰ 

 And behold,         a B 

   two blind men sitting by the way,  

    hearing that Jesus is passing by,  

    they cry out,  



85 
 

     saying,  

   "Have mercy on us,  

    Lord,  

    Son of David!" ³¹ 

  But the crowd scolded them,      b 

   that they should be quiet.  

  But they cried out the more,      b’ 

    saying,  

   "Lord  

    have mercy on us,  

    Son of David!" ³² 

 And standing,         B’ 

    Jesus called them 

    and said,  

   "What do you wish me to do for you?" ³³ 

  They say to him,  

   "Lord,  

   that our eyes be opened." ³⁴ 

  And being filled with tenderness,  

    Jesus touched their eyes,  

   and immediately they saw,  

   and they followed him. 21¹ 

 

6 And when they drew near to Jerusalem      A B 

  and arrived at Bethphage  

   on the Mount of Olives,  

  then Jesus sent two disciples, ² 

   saying to them,  

 "Go into the village ahead of you,       B 

   and immediately you will find a donkey tied up,  

   and her colt with her.  

  Untie them and bring them to me. ³ 

  And if anyone says anything to you,  

    you will say,  

   'The Lord needs them,  

   and he will immediately send them back.'" ⁴ 

 Now this happened         B’ 

   that might be fulfilled 

   what was spoken through the prophet,  

    saying, ⁵ 

  "Say  

   to the Daughter of Zion:  

   'Behold,  

  your king is coming to you,  

   in humility  

   and riding on a donkey,  

    and on a colt,  

    the foal of a donkey.'" ⁶ 



86 
 

 

7 And the disciples went,         A B’ 

   and doing as Jesus instructed them ⁷ 

  they brought the donkey and the colt,  

   and placed their cloaks on them  

  and he sat on them, ⁸ 

 And the very large crowd of people spread their garments out    B 

   in the way;  

  and some were cutting branches off the trees  

  and they spread them in the way. ⁹ 

 And the crowds         B’ 

   the ones going ahead of him,  

   and the ones following after,  

  cried out saying:  

  "Hosanna to the Son of David!"   

   "Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  

   "Hosanna in the highest!" ¹⁰ 
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SECTION 2’ 21¹⁰ - 26² 

 

1 And when he came into Jerusalem,      a 

  all the city was stirred,      b 

   saying, 

   "Who is this?" ¹¹ 

  and the crowds were saying,      b’ 

   "This is the prophet Jesus,  

    the one from Nazareth of Galilee." ¹² 

 

2 And Jesus went into the temple.       A 

  And he threw out        B 

    all the ones who were selling or buying  

    in the temple.   

   and the tables of the moneychangers he overturned,  

   and the seats of the ones selling the doves. ¹³ 

  And he says to them,        B’ 

    "It is written:  

   'My house shall be called a house of prayer';  

   but you are making it 'a den of robbers.'" ¹⁴ 

 

3 And came to him / the blind / and the lame      A 

  in the temple,  

  and he healed them.  ¹⁵ 

 But seeing         B 

   the leading priests and the scribes  

    the wonders which he performed,  

    and the children crying out in the temple  

      and saying,  

     "Hosanna to the Son of David,"  

   they were indignant. ¹⁶ 

  And they said to him,  

   "Do you hear what they are saying?!"   

  And Jesus says to them,  

   "Yes.   

    Have you never read,  

    that 'Out of the mouths of infants and babies  

    you did ordain praise'?" ¹⁷ 

 And leaving them,         B’ 

  he went / outside the city, / to Bethany,  

  and lodged there.¹⁸ 

 

4 Now early in the morning,        A 

   as he going up to the city,  

   he was hungry. ¹⁹ 

  And seeing a lone fig tree  

   on the way,  
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   he went up to it.   

  And he found nothing on it  

    except leaves only.  

   And he says to it,  

    "May there never be fruit from you again."  

   And the fig tree withered instantly. ²⁰ 

 And seeing / the disciples / marvelled,       B 

   saying,  

  "How did the fig tree instantly wither?" ²¹ 

 And answering         a B’ 

   Jesus said to them,  

  "Truly I say to you,      (a) b 

    if you have faith,  

    and do not doubt,  

   not only will you do something like this   (b) 

    to the fig tree,  

   but also if you were to say to this mountain,  (b’) 

    'Be lifted up and thrown into the sea,'  

    it would happen. ²² 

  And all things        b’ 

   whatever you might ask for in prayer believing,  

   you will receive." ²³ 

 

5 And as he came into the temple,       A 

   approached him 

    while he taught 

   the high priests and the elders of the people,  

    saying,  

  "By what authority are you doing these things?  

   And who gave you the authority for these things?" ²⁴ 

 And answering,         B 

   Jesus said to them,  

  "I will also ask you one word,  

   which if you answer me,  

   I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. ²⁵ 

  The baptism of John,  

    where was it from,  

   from heaven,  

   or from men?"  

 And they reasoned among themselves,      B’  

    saying,  

   "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us,  

    'Then why didn't you believe in him?' ²⁶ 

   And if we say, 'From men,'  

     we fear the people,  

     for they all hold John as a prophet." ²⁷ 

  And answering,  

   they said to Jesus,  
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   "We do not know."  

  Said to them also he,  

   "Neither I tell you  

    by what authority  

    I do these things." ²⁸ 

 

6 Now what do you think?       a A  

  A man had two sons.      (a) b 

   And going to the first son   (b) 

     he said,  

     'Son, go work in the vineyard today.' ²⁹ 

    And answering, he said, ' 

     I will not.'  

    But later changing his mind  

     he did go. ³⁰ 

   And going to the other son   (b’) 

     he said similarly.  

    And answering, he said,  

     'I will, sir.'  

    And he did not go. ³¹ 

  Which of the two fulfilled the wish of the father?"    b’ 

 They say,          B 

  "The first one."  

 Jesus says to them,        a B’ 

   "Truly I say to you: 

    the tax collectors and prostitutes  

    are going ahead of you 

    into the kingdom of God. ³² 

  For John came to you with the way of righteousness,   b 

   and you did not believe in him.  

   but the tax collectors and prostitutes believed him.  

  And you when you saw this,      b’ 

   you did not change your mind later  

   so as to believe in him." ³³ 

 

7 Another parable: 

   listen! 

  There was a man 

     a landowner  

     who planted a vineyard,  

    and he put a hedge around it,  

     and dug a winepress in it,  

     and built a watchtower,  

    and he leased it out to tenant farmers,  

     and departed. ³⁴ 

   And when the time of harvest had drawn near,  

     he sent servants of his  

      to the farmers,  
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     to take his fruit.  ³⁵ 

    And taking,  

     the tenants  

      his servants:  

     one they flogged,  

      another they killed,  

      another they stoned. ³⁶ 

    Again he sent other servants,  

     more than before,  

     and they treated them the same way. ³⁷ 

   So finally he sent his own son to them,  

      thinking,  

     'They will respect my son.' ³⁸ 

    But the farmers  

      seeing the son  

      they said to each other,  

     'This is the heir.  

      Come, 

      let us kill him,  

      and let us seize his inheritance.'  ³⁹ 

    And taking him  

     they cast him outside the vineyard  

     and killed him. ⁴⁰ 

  When therefore  

   the owner of the vineyard comes,  

   what will he do to those farmers?" ⁴¹ 

 They say to him,  

  "Bad men will badly destroy them 

   and he will give the vineyard to other farmers,  

   who will tender to him 

   the fruits in their seasons." ⁴² 

 Jesus says to them,  

  "Have you never read in the scriptures, 

   'A stone which the builders rejected,  

    this one has become the chief cornerstone.  

   From the Lord this came about, 

    and it is marvellous in our eyes'? ⁴³ 

  Therefore I say to you,  

    that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you,  

    and given to a nation producing its fruit ⁴⁴ 

   and the one falling on this stone  

    will be broken into pieces,  

   but upon whomever it falls, 

    it will crush him to powder." ⁴⁵ 
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8 And hearing 

   the leading priests and the Pharisees 

   his parables,  

  they knew  

   that it was about them  

   that he was speaking ⁴⁶ 

  and seeking to seize him,  

   they feared the crowds,  

   since they held him to be a prophet. 22¹ 

 

9 And answering,         A 

    Jesus once again spoke in parables to them,  

    saying, ² 

   "Is likened  

    the kingdom of heaven  

    to a man, 

   a king, 

    who put on a wedding feast  

    for his son. ³ 

  And he sent his servants  

   to summon those who were invited to the wedding,  

   and they did not want to come. ⁴ 

  Again he sent other servants,  

   saying,  

   'Say to those invited, 

 "Behold, I have prepared my supper.       B 

   My bulls and the fattened animals are slaughtered,  

    and all things are ready.   

   Come now to my wedding feast." ⁵ 

  But not caring,  

   they went off,  

    one to his own field,  

    another on his trading business, ⁶ 

   and the rest,  

     seizing his servants,  

    insulted  

    and killed them. ⁷ 

  And the king became angry,  

    and sending his armies,  

   he destroyed those murderers,  

   and burned their city. ⁸ 

 Then he says to his servants,        B’ 

    'Indeed, the wedding feast is ready,  

     but the ones invited were not worthy, ⁹ 

   go out therefore onto the crossings of the ways,  

    and as many as you find,  

    invite them to the wedding feast." ¹⁰ 

   and the servants going out into the ways,  



92 
 

    gathered all whom they could find,  

     both the bad  

     and the good, 

    and was filled the wedding hall with those reclining. ¹¹ 

 

10 Now when the king entered       a A 

   to observe  

   the ones reclining,  

  he saw there a man       a B 

    who was not dressed in wedding clothes ¹² 

    and he says to him,  

   'Friend,       b 

    how is it you have come in here  

    without wearing wedding clothes?'  

   And he was speechless. ¹³    b’ 

  Then the king said to his servants,     a B’ 

    'Bind his feet and hands,  

     and throw him outside,  

     into the outer darkness.  

    There,  

     there will be the wailing,  

     and the gnashing of teeth.' ¹⁴ 

   For many are invited.      b 

   But few are chosen." ¹⁵     b’ 

 

11 Then going         A 

   the Pharisees took counsel, 

   so as they might ensnare him in a word. ¹⁶ 

  And they send to him disciples of theirs,     B 

    with Herodians,  

    saying: 

   "Teacher,  

    we know that you are truthful,  

     and the way of God in truth you teach,  

    and it makes no difference to you about anyone,  

     for you look not at the face of men. ¹⁷ 

   Tell us then,  

    what do you think?   

    Is it lawful  

     to pay the tribute to Caesar,  

     or not?" ¹⁸ 

  But knowing, Jesus, their wickedness,    a B’ 

     he said,  

    "Why are you testing me,  

     hypocrites? ¹⁹ 

    Show me the coinage used for the tribute."  

   And they brought him a denarius ²⁰  (a) b 

      and he says to them,  
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     "Whose image is this,  

      and the inscription?" ²¹ 

    They say to him,    (b) 

     "Caesar's."  

    Then he says to them,    (b’) 

     "Render, therefore, the things of Caesar  

      to Caesar,  

      and the things of God  

      to God." ²² 

   And hearing,      b’ 

     they marvelled,  

    and leaving him,  

    they went away. ²³ 

 

12 On that day,          A 

   Sadducees approached him,  

   (who say there is no resurrection)  

  And they questioned him, ²⁴     a B 

    saying, 

    "Teacher,  

   Moses said,       b 

     'If a man dies  

      without having a child,  

     his brother shall marry the man's wife,  

     and raise descendants for his brother.' ²⁵ 

   Now there were seven brothers,    b’ 

     and the first one after marrying,  

      died,  

     and since he had no descendant,  

      his brother took his wife. ²⁶ 

    Likewise also the second,  

     and the third,  

     up till the seventh. ²⁷ 

    And last of all, the woman died. ²⁸ 

     In the resurrection, therefore,  

      of which of the seven  

      will she be wife?  

     For all had her." ²⁹ 

  And answering        a B’ 

    Jesus said to them,  

   "You are mistaken,     b 

     not knowing the scriptures  

     nor the power of God. ³⁰ 

    For in the resurrection,  

    they neither marry  

     nor are given in marriage,  

     but are like the angels in heaven. ³¹ 

    Now about the resurrection of the dead,   b’ 
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     have you not read  

      the thing said to you by God,  

      saying, ³² 

     'I am the God of Abraham,  

      and the God of Isaac,  

      and the God of Jacob'?  

    He is not the God of the dead,  

     but of the living." ³³ 

    And hearing 

     the crowds were astonished  

     at his teaching. ³⁴ 

 

13 Now the Pharisees         A 

   hearing that he had silenced the Sadducees,  

   were gathered together. ³⁵ 

  And questioned one of them,       B 

    a lawyer,  

    testing him: ³⁶ 

   "Teacher,  

    which is the greatest commandment in the law?" ³⁷ 

  And he said to him,        B’ 

    "'You shall love Yahweh your God with all your heart  

     and with all your soul  

     and with all your strength.' ³⁸ 

    This is the greatest and primary commandment. ³⁹ 

   And the second one is like it: 

     'You shall love your neighbour as yourself.' ⁴⁰ 

   On these two commandments  

    all the law hangs 

    and the prophets." ⁴¹ 

 

14 And while the Pharisees were collected together,     A 

   Jesus questioned them, ⁴² 

    saying:  

   "What think you, 

    about the Christ: 

    whose son is he?"  

  They say,         B 

   "David's." ⁴³ 

  He says,         B’ 

   "How therefore  

     does David by the Spirit call him Lord,  

     saying, ⁴⁴ 

    'Said the Lord to my Lord,  

    "Sit at my right  

      until I put your enemies  

     underneath your feet." ⁴⁵ 

   If, therefore,  
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     David calls him Lord,  

     how is he his son?" ⁴⁶ 

    And no one was able to answer him a word. 

    Nor dared anyone  

     from that day  

     to question him anymore. 23¹ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1 Then Jesus spoke         A 

    to the crowds  

    and to his disciples, ² 

   saying,  

   "On the seat of Moses  

     sit the scribes and Pharisees; ³ 

    therefore whatever they may say to you,  

     do  

     and keep,  

    but according to their works  

     do not  

     because they say  

      and do not do. ⁴ 

  And they bind heavy burdens       B 

   and they put them on the shoulders of men,  

   but they  

    with no finger of theirs 

    are willing to lift them. ⁵ 

  But all their works        B’ 

     they do  

     to be seen by people;  

    for they broaden their phylacteries,  

    and lengthen their tassels; ⁶ 

   and they love the places of honour in the banquets,  

    and the prominent seats in the synagogues ⁷ 

   and the greetings in the marketplaces  

    and to be called by men 

    Rabbi. ⁸ 

 

2 But you, you are not to be called Rabbi,  

   because there is only one teacher for you,  

   and you are all brothers. ⁹ 

  And call no one on earth your father,  

   because there is only one father for you,  

   the heavenly one. ¹⁰ 

  Neither be called Masters,  

   because your Master is the Christ. ¹¹ 

 

3 Now the greatest among you shall be your servant. ¹² 
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  And he who will exalt himself will be humbled.  

  And he who will humble himself will be exalted. ¹³ 

 

4 But woe to you, / scribes and Pharisees, / hypocrites,  

  because you shut the kingdom of heaven  

   in men’s faces;  

  for you do not enter,  

   nor do you allow the ones who are entering  

   to enter. ¹⁴ 

 

5 And woe to you, / scribes and Pharisees, / hypocrites 

  because you devour widows’ houses 

   and for a pretence 

   pray at length, 

  therefore you will receive the greater condemnation. ¹⁵ 

 

6 Woe to you, / scribes and Pharisees, / hypocrites 

  because you travel sea and land to make one convert,  

  and when you succeed,  

   you make him twice the son of Gehenna  

   that you are. ¹⁶ 

 

7 Woe to you, / blind guides, /        A 

  the ones saying,  

    'Whoever swears by the temple,  

     that is nothing.  

     But whoever swears by the gold of the temple,  

     he is obligated.' ¹⁷ 

   Fools and blind!  

   For which is greater 

    the gold,  

    or the temple that makes the gold something holy? ¹⁸ 

  Or that say,  

    'Whoever swears by the altar,  

     that is nothing.  

     But whoever swears by the gift that lies upon it,  

     he is obligated.' ¹⁹ 

   Blind men!  

   For which is greater 

    the gift,  

    or the altar that makes the gift something holy? ²⁰ 

 Therefore, the one swearing by the altar,      A’ 

    swears by it  

    and by everything upon it, ²¹ 

   and the one swearing by the temple,  

    swears by it  

    and by the One inhabiting it. ²² 

   and the one swearing by heaven,  
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    swears by the throne of God  

    and by him who sits upon it. ²³ 

 

8 Woe to you, / scribes and Pharisees, / hypocrites!  

  Because you tithe the mint / and dill / and cumin,  

   and have passed over more important matters of the law: 

    justice, / mercy / and faith.  

   but these latter you should have done,  

    and the other not have passed over. ²⁴ 

  You blind guides,  

   straining out a gnat,  

   but swallowing a camel!  ²⁵ 

 

9 Woe to you, / scribes and Pharisees, / hypocrites! 

  Because you clean the outside of the cup and dish,  

   but inside they are full of extortion and excess. ²⁶ 

  Blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup,  

   that the outside may be clean as well. ²⁷ 

 

10 Woe to you, / scribes and Pharisees, / hypocrites!  

  Because you resemble whitewashed tombs,  

   which outwardly indeed appear beautiful 

   but inside are  

    full of the bones of dead men  

    and of all uncleanness. ²⁸ 

  Thus also,  

   outwardly you appear to men as righteous,  

   but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness. ²⁹ 

 

11 Woe to you, / scribes and Pharisees, / hypocrites,  

   because you build the tombs of the prophets,  

   and adorn the monuments of the righteous. ³⁰ 

  And you say,  

   'If we had lived in the days of our forefathers  

    we would not have been participants 

    in the blood of the prophets.' ³¹ 

  So you bear witness to yourselves,  

    that you are sons of the murderers of the prophets ³² 

   and you fill up the measure of your forefathers. ³³ 

 

12 Serpents, offspring of vipers,  

  how will you escape 

  from the sentence of Gehenna? ³⁴ 

 

13 Therefore behold,  

    I am sending to you  

    prophets,  

     and wise men,  
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     and scribes;  

   some of them you will kill and crucify,  

   and some of them  

    you will flog in your synagogues  

    and pursue from town to town. ³⁵ 

  Thus comes on you  

    all the blood of the righteous  

    ever shed upon the earth,  

   from the blood of righteous Abel  

   to the blood of Zechariah son of Barachiah,  

    whom you slaughtered  

    between the sanctuary and the altar. ³⁶ 

  Truly I tell you,  

   all this will fall  

   upon this generation. ³⁷ 

 

14 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,  

   the one killing the prophets,  

   and stoning those sent to her!  

  How often I have wished to gather your children,  

   as a hen gathers her young under the wings,  

   and you wished not. ³⁸ 

  Behold, your house will be left to you desolate, ³⁹ 

    for I say to you,  

   from now on,  

    you will not see me,  

    until such time you say,  

   'Blessed  

    is the one coming in the name of the Lord.'" 24¹ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1 And leaving 

   Jesus went out of the temple,  

  and his disciples approached  

   to show him  

   the buildings of the temple, ² 

  but he answering 

    said to them,  

   "Do you see all these things?  

    Truly I tell you,  

    by no means will there be left stone upon stone  

    which will not be thrown down." ³ 

 

2 And as he was sitting on the Mount of Olives,  

  his disciples came to him  

   privately,  

   saying,  
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  "Tell us,  

   when these things will be,  

   and what will be the sign  

    of your coming,  

    and of the end of the age?" ⁴ 

  

3 And answering,  

     Jesus said to them,  

    "See that no one misleads you. ⁵ 

   For many will come  

    in my name,  

    saying, 'I am the Christ.'  

   And they will deceive many. ⁶ 

  And you will hear about wars and rumours of wars.   

    Do not be alarmed.  

   For such are bound to happen,  

   but the end is still not yet. ⁷ 

  For nation will rise up against nation,  

    and king  

    against king.  

   And there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. ⁸ 

   But all these are just the beginning of birth pains. ⁹ 

 

4 Then they will deliver you over to affliction,  

   and they will kill you 

   and you will be hated  

    by all nations  

    because of my name. ¹⁰ 

  And then many will be offended,  

    and others will betray  

    and hate each other. ¹¹ 

   And many false prophets shall arise,  

    and lead many astray. ¹² 

   And because of the increase of lawlessness,  

    the love of many will grow cold. ¹³ 

  But the person who remains to the end,  

    this one will be saved. ¹⁴ 

   And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached  

    in the whole inhabited earth,  

    for a witness to all nations,  

   and then the end will come. ¹⁵ 

 

5 When therefore you see the abomination of desolation  

   spoken of through the prophet Daniel  

   being in the holy place,  

    (let the reader understand) ¹⁶ 

  then those in Judea  

    should flee  
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    to the mountains, ¹⁷ 

   the one on the rooftop  

    should not come down  

    to take things from his house, ¹⁸ 

   and the person in the field  

    should not turn back  

    to take his coat. ¹⁹ 

  And woe for those who are pregnant,  

     and the ones giving milk  

     in those days! ²⁰ 

    And pray that your flight does not happen  

     in winter  

     or on a Sabbath²¹ 

    For there will be great distress then,  

     of a sort that has not happened  

      from the beginning of the world  

      till now,  

     nor ever will again. ²² 

   And if those days had not been made short,  

    no flesh would survive.  

   But for the sake of the elect,  

    those days will be short. ²³ 

 

6 Then if anyone says to you,       a A 

   'Behold, here is the Christ,'  

    or 'There,'  

  do not believe, ²⁴      b 

  for will be raised up false christs and false prophets,   b’ 

   and they will perform great signs and miracles,  

   so as to deceive if possible, even the elect. ²⁵ 

 Behold,         a B 

  I have told you ahead of time. ²⁶     b 

  If therefore they say to you,      b’ 

   'Behold, he is in the desert,'  

    do not go out.  

   'Behold, he is in the private rooms,'  

    do not believe. ²⁷ 

 For as lightning         a B’ 

   comes out of the east  

   and shines as far as the west,  

  so will be the coming of the Son of Man; ²⁸   b 

  wherever may the carcass be,      b’ 

   there  

   the eagles will be gathered. ²⁹ 

 

7 And immediately         A 

   after the affliction of those days,  

   the sun will be darkened  
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    and the moon will not give her light,  

    and the stars will fall from heaven,  

  And the powers of the heavens will be shaken. ³⁰   B 

   and then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven 

   and then all the tribes of the earth will wail  

  And they will see the Son of Man      B’ 

    coming on the clouds of heaven,  

    with power and great glory ³¹ 

   and he will send his angels  

    with a loud trumpet,  

   and they will gather his elect  

    from the four winds,  

    from extremity to extremity of the heavens. ³² 

 

8 Now learn this parable from the fig tree:  

    when its branch becomes tender  

    and it puts forth leaves,  

   you know that summer is near. ³³ 

  In the same way you also,  

    when you see all these things,  

   you know that the time is near,  

   even at the door. ³⁴ 

  Truly I tell you,  

   this age by no means will pass away  

    until all these things have taken place; ³⁵ 

   heaven and earth will pass away,  

    but my words by no means will pass away. ³⁶ 

 

9 Now concerning that day and hour,  

   no one knows  

    not even the angels of heaven,  

    not even the Son, 

   only the Father. ³⁷ 

  For as the days of Noah,  

    so it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. ³⁸ 

   For as in the days before the flood  

     they were eating and drinking,  

     marrying and being given in marriage,  

    until the day Noah entered the ark, ³⁹ 

    and they did not know it  

     until the flood came  

     and carried them all away. 

   So it will be also at the coming of the Son of Man: ⁴⁰ 

    then two men will be in the field;  

     one is taken  

     and one is left; ⁴¹ 

    two women grinding at the mill;  

     one is taken  
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     and one is left. ⁴² 

  Be watchful therefore,  

    because you do not know  

    what day your Lord is coming. ⁴³ 

   But this you know:  

    that if the home owner had known  

     in what watch of the night  

     the thief was coming,  

    he would have watched  

     and would not have allowed  

     his house to be broken into. ⁴⁴ 

   Therefore you also be ready,  

    because in the hour you think the Son of Man is not coming 

    he will come!. ⁴⁵ 

 

10 Who therefore is the faithful and wise steward,  

   whom the master places over his domestic servants,  

   to be giving out rations in due time? ⁴⁶ 

  Blessed  

   is that servant  

    who when his lord comes 

    he finds him so doing. ⁴⁷ 

   Truly I tell you  

    that over all his possessions 

    he will appoint him. ⁴⁸ 

  But if that servant is wicked  

     and says in his heart,  

     'My lord is taking a long time,' ⁴⁹ 

    and begins to hit out at his fellow servants,  

    and eats and drinks  

     with the drunkards, ⁵⁰ 

   the lord of that servant will come  

    on a day on which he does not expect  

    and at an hour he does not know, ⁵¹ 

   and he will cut him asunder,  

    and appoint him his portion  

     with the hypocrites.  

    where there will be  

     the wailing  

     and the gnashing of teeth. 25¹ 

 

11 Then will be likened the kingdom of heaven to ten virgins  

     who taking their lamps,  

     went out to meet the bridegroom: ² 

    now five of them were foolish,  

    and five of them were wise. ³ 

   For the foolish ones  

    when they took their lamps,  
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    they did not take oil with them. ⁴ 

   But the wise took oil  

    in the vessels 

    with their lamps. ⁵ 

  Now while the bridegroom delayed,  

    they all became drowsy,  

    and fell asleep. ⁶ 

   And in the middle of the night,  

     there came a loud cry,  

    'Behold, the bridegroom!  

     Go out to meet him.' ⁷ 

   Then at that time,  

     all those virgins woke up,  

     and trimmed their lamps. ⁸ 

    And the foolish ones said to the wise ones,  

     'Give us some of your oil,  

     because our lamps are going out.' ⁹ 

    But the wise ones answered  

      saying,  

     'There may be not enough for us and you.  

      Go rather  

      to the vendors  

      and buy for yourselves.' ¹⁰ 

  And while they were gone away to buy,  

     the bridegroom came,  

    and the ones who were ready  

     went in with him  

     to the wedding festivities,  

    and then the door was locked. ¹¹ 

   And later on,  

     the other virgins also arrive. 

    And they say,  

     'Lord! Lord!  

      Open the door for us.' ¹² 

    But he answering said, 

     'Truly I tell you,  

     I do not know you.' ¹³ 

   You all should keep watch therefore.  

    Because you do not know  

     the day  

     or the hour." ¹⁴ 

 

12 For as a man going on a journey     a A 

   who called his own servants together 

   and handed over to them his goods. ¹⁵ 

  And to one he gave five talents,      b 

    and to another two talents,  

    and to another, one talent,  
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   each according to his own ability,  

   and then he went abroad.¹⁶  

  Immediately going,       b' 

     the one who received the five talents 

    traded with them  

    and gained five more. ¹⁷ 

   Similarly,  

    the one with the two,  

    gained another two. ¹⁸ 

   But the one who had received the one talent  

    went out and dug a hole in the ground,  

    and hid his lord’s silver. ¹⁹ 

 Now after a long time,        a B 

   the lord of those servants returns  

   and settles accounts with them. ²⁰ 

  And approaching      b 

    the one who had received the five talents   

    he presented another five talents to him,  

   saying,  

    'Lord, you entrusted to me five talents.  

     Look, I have gained another five talents.' ²¹ 

   His lord said to him,  

     'Well done, good and faithful servant.  

    You have been faithful over a little;  

     over much I will appoint you.  

    Enter into the joy of your lord.' ²² 

  And approaching      b' 

    the one who had received the two talents,  

   he said,  

    'Lord, you entrusted to me two talents.  

     Look, I have gained another two talents.' ²³ 

   His lord said to him,  

     'Well done, good and faithful servant.  

     You have been faithful over a little;  

     over much I will appoint you.  

    Enter into the joy of your lord.' ²⁴ 

 But then        a B' 

    when the one who had received the one talent 

    came forward,  

   he said,  

    'Lord, I knew you, that you are a hard man,  

      who reaps where he has not sown,  

      and gathers what he has not winnowed. ²⁵ 

     And because I was afraid,  

     I went out and hid your talent in the ground.  

    Behold, you have what is yours.' ²⁶ 

   And answering, his lord said to him,  

     'You wicked and idle servant!  
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    You knew that  

     I reap where I have not sown  

     and gather what I have not winnowed? ²⁷ 

    Then you should have deposited my silver with the bankers,  

     and when I returned  

     I would recover what is mine with interest. ²⁸ 

  Now then,        b 

    take the talent away from him,  

    and give it to the one who has the ten talents.  ²⁹ 

   For to everyone who has,  

    more will be given,  

    and he will have himself an abundance.  

   But the person who does not have,  

    even such that he has  

    will be taken away from him. ³⁰ 

  And cast out the worthless servant…     b' 

   into the outer darkness;  

   there,   

    there will be the wailing  

    and the gnashing of teeth." ³¹ 

 

13 And when the Son of Man comes       A 

    in his glory,  

   and all the angels with him,  

   then he will sit on the throne of his glory, ³² 

  and all the nations will be brought together before him,  

   and he will separate them one from the other,  

   just as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, ³³ 

  and he will put  

   the sheep on his right  

   and the goats on his left. ³⁴ 

 Then the king will say to the ones on his right,      B 

    'Come,  

    blessed by my Father.  

   Receive as your inheritance  

    the kingdom that has been prepared for you  

    since the foundation of the world. ³⁵ 

   For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat.  

     I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink.  

    I was a stranger, and you invited me in. ³⁶ 

     Naked, and you put clothes on me.   

    Sick, and you came to look over me.  

     I was in prison, and you came to visit with me.' ³⁷ 

  Then the righteous will answer him saying,  

   'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you,  

    or thirsty and give you a drink? ³⁸ 

   And when did we see a stranger and invite you in,  

    or naked and put clothes on you? ³⁹ 
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   And when did we see you sick  

    or in prison and come to visit with you?' ⁴⁰ 

  And answering,  

    the king will say to them,  

    'Truly I say to you,  

   as many times as you have done those things  

    to the least of these of my brethren,  

   you have done them to me.' " ⁴¹ 

 Then, he will say also to the ones on his left,      B' 

    'Depart from me,  

    accursed ones. 

   Into the everlasting fire  

    prepared for the devil  

    and his angels! ⁴² 

   For I was hungry, and you gave me nothing to eat.  

     I was thirsty, and you gave me no drink. ⁴³ 

    I was a stranger, and you did not invite me in.  

     Naked, and you did not put clothes on me.  

    Sick and in prison, and you did not visit me.' ⁴⁴ 

  Then those also will answer,  

    saying,  

    'Lord,  

   when did we see you hungry  

     or thirsty  

    or a stranger 

     or naked  

    or sick  

     or in prison  

   and not minister to you?' ⁴⁵ 

  Then he will answer them 

     saying,  

    'Truly I say to you,  

   in as much as you did not do those things  

     to one of the least of these,  

    neither did you do them to me.' ⁴⁶ 

   (And those he will send off into everlasting punishment,  

    but the righteous into everlasting life.) 26¹  

 

14 And it came about  

   that when Jesus had finished all this discoursing,  

   he said to his disciples, ² 

  "You know, / two days from now / the Passover takes place,  

    and the Son of Man / will be handed over / to be crucified."   
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SECTION 1’ 26³ - 28²⁰ 

 

1 Then the leading priests gathered together,      A 

   with the elders of the people  

   in the courtyard of the high priest,  

    named Caiaphas; ⁴ 

  and they came to the decision  

   that they would seize Jesus craftily  

   and kill him. ⁵ 

  But they said, 

   "not in the festival,  

    lest there be an uproar among the people." ⁶  

 Now as Jesus was  

    in Bethany,  

    in the house of Simon the leper, ⁷ 

   a woman came to him  

    having an alabaster phial  

    of expensive myrrh,  

   and she poured it  

    on his head  

    as he reclined. ⁸ 

  And seeing 

    the disciples were angry, 

    saying,  

   "For what purpose, this waste? ⁹ 

    Because this could have been sold for much 

    and given to the poor." ¹⁰ 

  But knowing,  

     Jesus said to them,  

    "Why are you causing trouble for this woman  

      for she has performed a good work in me.¹¹ 

    For the poor you always have with you,  

     but me you do not always have. ¹² 

   For this woman 

    in pouring this myrrh on my body  

    she prepared me for burial. ¹³ 

   Truly I tell you,  

    wherever this gospel is preached in the whole world 

    will be spoken also what this woman did 

     in remembrance of her." ¹⁴ 

 Then going out 

    one of the twelve, 

    named Judas Iscariot, 

    went to the leading priests,¹⁵ 

    and said,  

   “What are you willing to give me,  

    and I will betray him to you?"   
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  And they weighed him  

   thirty pieces of silver.¹⁶ 

  And from then,  

   he sought opportunity 

   to betray him. ¹⁷ 

 

2 Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread,       B 

    the disciples came to Jesus,  

    saying,  

   "Where do you wish 

    we prepare for you 

    to eat the Passover?" ¹⁸ 

  And he said,  

    "Go into the city to a certain person 

     and say to him,  

   'The Teacher says,  

    "My time is near. 

    With you, I keep Passover with my disciples."' ¹⁹ 

  And the disciples did  

   as Jesus told them,  

   and prepared the Passover.²⁰ 

 Now when evening came,  

    he reclined with the twelve. ²¹ 

   And while he was eating with them, he said,  

    "Truly I say to you,  

     one of you will betray me." ²² 

   And deeply saddened,  

    they began to say to him, 

     each one, 

    "It is not me, is it, Lord?" ²³ 

  And answering he said,  

    "The one who dips his hand with mine in the bowl,  

     he is the one who will betray me.²⁴ 

   Indeed, the Son of Man is going  

    as it is written  

    about him. 

    But woe to that man  

     through whom the Son of Man is betrayed;   

    it would have been better for that man 

    if he had not been born." ²⁵ 

  And answering,  

    Judas,  

    the one betraying him,  

   said, 

    "It is not me, is it, Rabbi?"  

   He said, 

    "You said so."²⁶ 

 And as they were eating,  
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   Jesus,  

     taking bread,  

     and blessing it,  

    he broke it,  

     and giving it to the disciples,  

     he said,  

    "Take, 

     eat, 

     this is my body." ²⁷ 

   And taking the cup and giving thanks,  

     he gave it to them,  

     saying,  

    "Drink from it all of you. ²⁸ 

      For this is my blood of the covenant,   

      being shed for many  

     for the forgiveness of sins. ²⁹ 

  And I say to you,  

   by no means will I drink  

    from now 

    of this fruit of the vine,  

   until that day  

    when I drink it with you new 

    in the kingdom of my Father." ³⁰ 

  And when they had sung a hymn,  

   they went out  

   to the Mount of Olives.³¹ 

 

3 Then Jesus says to them,         B' 

   "You will all be offended  

   because of me this very night,  

  for it is written:   

   'I will strike down the shepherd,  

   and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.' ³² 

  But after I am raised,  

   I will go ahead of you 

   into Galilee." ³³ 

 And answering, Peter said to him, 

  "Though everyone else will be offended  

   because of you,  

  I will never be offended." ³⁴ 

 Jesus said to him,  

    "Truly I tell you,  

   This very night before the cock crows,  

   you will deny knowing me three times." ³⁵ 

  Peter says to him,  

   "Even if I have to die with you,  

    I will never deny knowing you."   

  And all the other disciples said the same. ³⁶ 
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4 Then Jesus goes with them        A  X 

    to a garden named Gethsemane,  

    and he says to the disciples,  

   "Sit here  

    while I am gone over there 

    that I may pray." ³⁷ 

  And he took Peter along,  

   and the two sons of Zebedee,  

   and he began to be sorrowful and deeply depressed.³⁸ 

  Then he says to them,  

   "My soul is too sad,  

    to the point of death.  

   Remain here and stay awake with me." ³⁹ 

 And then after he had moved forward a little,     a B 

     he fell on his face,  

     praying and saying, 

    "My Father,  

     if it is possible, let this cup pass from me,  

      yet, / not as I will, / but as you will." ⁴⁰ 

   And he returns to the disciples,  

    and he finds them sleeping   

    and he says to Peter,  

   "So were you not able  

     one hour 

     to watch with me? ⁴¹ 

    Watch and pray,  

     lest you enter into temptation.   

    The spirit indeed is willing,  

     but the flesh is weak." ⁴² 

  Again for the second time leaving    b 

    he prayed, 

    saying,  

   "My Father,  

    if it is not possible for this cup to go away  

     unless I drink it,  

    may your will be done." ⁴³ 

   And returning again,  

    he found them sleeping,  

    because their eyes were heavy.⁴⁴ 

  And leaving them again, going away,     b' 

   he prayed the third time,  

   saying the same thing again. ⁴⁵ 

 Then he comes to the disciples        B' 

   and he says to them,  

   "Sleep now 

    and rest.  

  Behold, the hour has drawn near,  

   and the Son of Man is being betrayed  
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   into the hands of sinners. ⁴⁶ 

  But get up,  

   let's go.   

   Behold,  

    he has drawn near 

    the one betraying me." ⁴⁷ 

 

5 And while he was still speaking,         A 

    behold, 

     Judas,  

     one of the twelve,  

     arrived,  

   and with him a large crowd  

    with swords  

    and clubs,  

   from the leading priests  

    and elders  

    of the people. ⁴⁸ 

  And the one betraying him had given them a sign, 

     saying:  

   "Whomever I kiss is the one.  

     Seize him." ⁴⁹ 

  And immediately coming up to Jesus, 

     he said, 

    "Greetings, Rabbi."  

     Then he kissed him. ⁵⁰ 

   And Jesus said to him,  

    "Friend, why are you here?"   

 Then approaching,  

   they laid their hands on Jesus,  

   and arrested him. ⁵¹ 

  And behold,  

   one of those with Jesus  

    raised his hand  

    and drew his sword,  

   and striking the servant of the high priest  

    he cut off his ear.  ⁵² 

  Then Jesus says to him,  

    "Return your sword  

     to its place.  

    For all who take up the sword  

     will perish by the sword. ⁵³ 

   Or do you think  

    that I am not able to call on my Father,  

    and he make available to me right now  

     more than twelve legions of angels? ⁵⁴ 

   How therefore might be fulfilled 

    the scriptures  
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    that say it must be thus?" ⁵⁵ 

 In that hour,  

    said Jesus 

    to the crowds,  

   "As against a robber 

    did you come out  

     with swords and clubs  

    to capture me?   

   Every day in the temple I was sitting teaching  

    and you didn't arrest me." ⁵⁶ 

  But, this all came about  

   that might be fulfilled the writings of the prophets. 

  Then all the disciples 

   leaving him 

   fled. ⁵⁷ 

 

6 Now the ones arresting Jesus         B 

   led him away to Caiaphas  

    the high priest, 

   where the scribes and the elders had gathered. ⁵⁸ 

  And Peter had followed him  

   from a distance,  

   up to the courtyard of the high priest,  

  and entering inside,  

   he sat with the servants,  

   to see the outcome.  ⁵⁹ 

 And the high priest and the entire Sanhedrin 

    sought false testimony against Jesus  

    by which they could put him to death. ⁶⁰ 

   And they did not find it  

    from the many false witnesses  

    who had come forward.   

   But later, two coming forward ⁶¹said,  

    "This man said,  

    'I am able to destroy the temple of God,  

     and in three days  

     build it again.'" ⁶² 

  And rising the high priest said to him,  

   "Are you not answering? 

     What about this they are testifying against you?"⁶³ 

    But Jesus kept silent.   

  And the high priest said to him,  

    "I adjure you by the living God  

     that you say if you are the Christ, the Son of God." ⁶⁴ 

   Jesus says to him,  

    "You said that.   

     Truly, I say to you:  

   "From now you will see the Son of Man  
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     sitting at the right hand of the Power,  

    and coming on the clouds of heaven."⁶⁵  

 Then the high priest tore his robe,  

    saying,  

    "He has blasphemed!  

   What more need do we have for witnesses?  

   Behold, now you have heard the blasphemy. ⁶⁶ 

    How does it look to you?"   

  And they answering said,  

   He is guilty enough for death." ⁶⁷ 

  Then they spat on his face  

    and blindfolded him;  

   and they slapped him, ⁶⁸ 

    saying,  

   "Prophesy to us,  

    Christ, 

     who is the one hitting you?" ⁶⁹ 

 

7 And Peter was sitting          B' 

    outside  

    in the courtyard. 

   And approached him one maidservant,  

    saying,  

    "You also were with Jesus the Galilean." ⁷⁰ 

   But he denied it before all of them,  

    saying,  

    "I do not know what you are saying."  ⁷¹ 

  And going out 

    into the porch,  

    another saw him.  

   And she says to the ones there,  

    "This man was with Jesus the Nazarene." ⁷² 

   And again he denied, 

    with an oath:  

    "I do not know the man."  ⁷³ 

  And after a little while,  

     coming to him those standing there,  

     they say to Peter,  

    "Truly,  

     you are also one of them,  

     because indeed your speech gives you away."  ⁷⁴ 

    Then he began to curse and swear,  

      saying,  

     "I do not know the man."   

   And immediately a cock crowed.  ⁷⁵ 

   And Peter remembered  

     the word Jesus had said,  

    that "Before the cock crows,  
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     you will deny me three times."  

    And going out, 

     outside,  

     he wept bitterly. 27¹ 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

1 And when early morning came,        A A 

  they all took counsel 

    the leading priests  

    and elders of the people,  

   against Jesus  

   that they would put him to death. ² 

  and having bound him,  

   they led him away,  

   and handed him over to Pilate  

    the governor. ³ 

 Then seeing         B 

     Judas  

    the one who betrayed him  

    that he was condemned,  

  repenting, 

     he returned the thirty pieces of silver  

     to the leading priests and elders,⁴ 

      saying,  

    "I have sinned;  

     I have betrayed innocent blood."  

   But they said,  

    "What is that to us?   

     You deal with that." ⁵ 

   And tossing the silver into the temple,  

     he departed,  

    and going away 

    he hung himself. ⁶ 

  And the leading priests  

    picking up the silver,  

     said,  

    "It is not lawful to put them in the treasury,  

    since it is the price of blood." ⁷ 

   And taking counsel,  

    they bought with the money 

     the potter's field,  

     as a burial place for strangers.⁸ 

    For which reason that field has been called, 

     "the Field of Blood"  

      to this day. ⁹ 

   Then was fulfilled  

    the thing spoken through Jeremiah  
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     the prophet,  

     saying,  

    "And they took the thirty pieces of silver,  

     the price of the one being priced 

      whom was priced by the sons of Israel,¹⁰ 

     and gave them 

      for the potter's field, 

      as the Lord directed me." ¹¹ 

 And Jesus stood before the governor;       B' 

    and the governor questioned him,  

    saying,  

   "You are the king of the Jews?"  

    And he said,  

   "You are saying that." ¹² 

  And as he was being accused  

   by the leading priests and elders,  

   he answered nothing. ¹³ 

  Then Pilate says to him,  

    "Do you not hear 

     what things they are accusing you?" ¹⁴ 

   And he gave him  

    no answer, 

    not to one charge,  

   so that the governor marvelled exceedingly. ¹⁵ 

 

2 Now at a feast,         A B 

    the governor was accustomed  

     to releasing one prisoner  

     to the crowd  

      whom they wanted ¹⁶ 

    and they had then  

     a notable prisoner  

     named Barabbas.¹⁷ 

   When therefore they were gathered together,  

     Pilate said to them,  

    "Which do you wish me to release to you,  

     Barabbas,  

     or Jesus called Christ?" ¹⁸ 

    For he knew  

     that it was out of envy  

     that they had handed him over. ¹⁹ 

   And while he was sitting on the judgment seat,  

    his wife sent word to him,  

     saying:  

    "Have nothing to do with that righteous man,  

     for I have suffered much today  

     because of a dream about him." ²⁰ 

  Now the leading priests and the elders      B 



116 
 

     had persuaded the crowds 

    that they should ask for Barabbas 

    and Jesus they should put to death. ²¹ 

   And answering, 

     the governor said to them, 

     "Which of the two do you wish me  

      to release to you?" 

    And they said, "Barabbas." ²² 

    Says to them Pilate,  

     "What then should I do with Jesus  

      who is called Christ?"    

   They all say, "Let him be crucified!" ²³ 

    But he said, "Why?   

     What crime has he committed?" 

    But the more they shouted,  

     saying,  

     "Let him be crucified!" ²⁴ 

  And seeing, Pilate,       B' 

     that he was accomplishing nothing,  

     but that a greater uproar was developing,  

    he took some water  

     and washed his hands in front of the crowd,  

     saying, 

    "I am innocent of this man's blood.  

      You will see to it." ²⁵ 

   And answering, all the people said,  

    "Let his blood be on us  

     and on our children." ²⁶ 

   Then, he released to them Barabbas,  

    but having Jesus scourged,  

    he handed over  

     to be crucified.²⁷ 

 

3 Then the soldiers of the governor,     a A B' 

    having taken Jesus into the Praetorium,  

    they assembled against him the whole cohort ²⁸ 

   and stripping him, 

     a scarlet robe 

     they placed around him, ²⁹ 

    and having plaited a crown of thorns  

     they placed it on his head,  

    and a reed  

     in his right hand;  

   and bowing the knee before him, 

    they mocked him,  

     saying, 

     "Hail, King of the Jews!" ³⁰ 

    and spitting on him,  
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     they took the reed,  

     and struck at his head. ³¹ 

  And when they had mocked him,     b 

    they stripped him of the scarlet robe  

   and put on him his own clothes,  

   and led him away  

    to crucify him. ³² 

  And going forth,      b' 

   they found a man 

    a Cyrenian  

    by the name of Simon;  

   this man  

    they commanded  

    to carry his cross. ³³ 

 And coming to a place        a B 

    called Golgotha,  

    which is called the "place of the skull",³⁴ 

   they offered him wine to drink,  

    mixed with gall;  

   and tasting,  

    he refused to drink it.³⁵ 

  And having crucified him,      b 

    they divided his garments  

    by casting lots. ³⁶ 

   And sitting,  

    they guarded him  

    there. ³⁷ 

   And they placed  

     above his head  

     his charge in writing,  

    "THIS IS JESUS,  

     THE KING OF THE JEWS." ³⁸ 

  Then are crucified with him two robbers,   (a) b' 

   one on his right     (b) 

   and one on his left. ³⁹    (b’) 

 And those passing by blasphemed him,      a B' 

    wagging their heads ⁴⁰ 

    and saying,  

   "The one  

    destroying the temple  

    and in three days building it,  

   save yourself,  

    if you are the son of God, 

    and come down from the cross." ⁴¹ 

  Likewise also the chief priests,     b 

    mocking,  

    with the scribes and the elders,  

     said, ⁴² 



118 
 

   "Others he saved;  

    himself he cannot save.   

    He is the King of Israel?   

    Let him come down now from the cross,  

     and we will believe in him. ⁴³ 

    He trusted in God;  

     let Him rescue him now,  

      if he wants him.   

     for he said, 'I am God's son.'" ⁴⁴ 

  And in the same way also the robbers,     b' 

   the ones crucified with him  

   taunted him. ⁴⁵ 

 

4 Now from the sixth hour,       a A X 

   darkness came over the whole land  

   until the ninth hour.  ⁴⁶ 

  And at about the ninth hour,      b 

    Jesus cried out in a very loud voice,  

    saying,  

   "Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?"  

     this is, 

   "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" ⁴⁷ 

  And some of the ones standing there    b' 

    hearing, 

      said,  

    "This man is calling Elijah."  ⁴⁸ 

   And immediately running 

    one of them  

     taking a sponge  

      and filling it with sour wine 

      and putting it on a reed, 

    gave him to drink. ⁴⁹ 

   But the rest said,  

    "Leave it.   

     Let us see if Elijah comes, 

     to save him." ⁵⁰ 

 But Jesus,         a  B 

   again / crying out / in a loud voice,  

   gave up the spirit. ⁵¹ 

  And behold, the veil of the temple was torn   b 

    from top to bottom, 

    in two. 

   And the earth was shaken,  

    and the rocks split open, ⁵² 

    and the tombs were opened.  

   And many bodies  

     of the saints who slept  

     were raised again ⁵³ 
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    and coming forth  

     out of the tombs  

     after His rising,  

    they entered  

     into the holy city  

     and appeared to many. ⁵⁴ 

  Now the centurion       b' 

    and the ones with him  

    who were guarding Jesus,  

   seeing the earthquake  

     and the other things happening, 

    they were exceedingly frightened,  

    saying,  

   "Truly,  

    this man was the Son of God." ⁵⁵ 

 And there were there        a B' 

    many women at a distance 

    observing,  

   who had followed Jesus  

    from Galilee  

    ministering to him; ⁵⁶ 

   among whom were Mary the Magdalene,  

    and Mary the mother of James and Joseph,  

    and the mother of the sons of Zebedee. ⁵⁷ 

  And when evening had come,      b 

    came a rich man  

     of Arimathea  

     by name Joseph,  

    who also had become a disciple of Jesus. ⁵⁸ 

   This man  

    coming to Pilate  

    asked for the body of Jesus.   

   Then  

    Pilate commanded 

    that it be given. ⁵⁹ 

  And taking the body,       b' 

    Joseph wrapped it in a clean sheet ⁶⁰ 

    and placed it  

     in his own new tomb  

     that he had hewn out of the rock. 

   And rolling a large stone  

    against the entry to the tomb,  

    he went away. ⁶¹ 

   And were there  

    Mary the Magdalene,  

     and the other Mary,  

    sitting opposite the grave. ⁶² 
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5 And on the next day,        a A A 

    which is after Preparation Day,  

   gathered  

    the leading priests and the Pharisees  

    to Pilate, ⁶³ 

   saying,  

  "Sir,        b 

    we remember  

    that that deceiver said while living,  

   'After three days 

    I will be raised.' ⁶⁴ 

  Give orders therefore to secure the grave   b' 

    until the third day,  

   lest coming, 

    his disciples steal him  

    and then tell the people,  

     'He was raised from the dead,'  

   and will be the last deception  

    worse  

    than the first." ⁶⁵ 

 Pilate said to them,         B 

  "You have a guard.   

   Go, 

   secure it  

   as best you know." ⁶⁶ 

 And going,         B' 

  they secured the grave,  

  sealing the stone  

   with the guard. 28¹  

 

6 Now after the Sabbath,      .a (a) a A B 

    at the dawning    .b 

    of the first day of the week,  .b’ 

   came      .a (b) 

    Mary the Magdalene   .b 

    and the other Mary   .b’ 

   to view the grave. ²    (b’) 

  And behold,        b 

    a great earthquake occurred, 

    for an angel of the Lord  

      descending from heaven 

      and approaching 

     rolled away the stone,  

     and sat upon it. ³ 

   And was the appearance of him as lightning,  

    and his garments  

    white as snow. ⁴ 

   And for fear of him,  
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    the ones guarding trembled,  

    and they became as dead men. ⁵ 

  And answering,        b’ 

     the angel  

     said to the women,  

    "Fear not 

     for I know  

     that you are looking for Jesus the one crucified. ⁶ 

    He is not here, 

     for he has been raised 

     as he said.  

   Come,  

    see the place  

    where he lay. ⁷ 

   And quickly, / going, / tell his disciples  

     that ‘He has been raised from the dead. 

    And behold,  

     he goes ahead of you into Galilee;  

     there you will see him.'  

    Behold,  

     I have told you." ⁸ 

 And going away / quickly / from the tomb,     a B 

    with fear and great joy  

    they ran to report to his disciples. ⁹ 

   And behold,  

    Jesus met them,  

      saying,  

     "Greetings!"  

   And they, approaching him,  

    grasped his feet,  

    and worshiped him. ¹⁰ 

  Then says to them Jesus,     b 

    "Fear not, 

   Go,  

   report to my brothers  

    that they are to go into Galilee 

    and there they will see me." ¹¹ 

  And as they were going,      b’ 

   behold,  

    some of the guard  

   coming into the city  

    reported to the leading priests  

    all that had happened. ¹² 

 And being assembled with the elders,      a B’ 

    and taking counsel 

    they gave silver enough 

     to the soldiers, ¹³ 

     saying, 
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   "Say that his disciples  

     coming by night  

     stole him  

      while we slept. ¹⁴ 

   And if this should ever be heard by the governor,  

    we will be persuasive  

    and keep you secure." ¹⁵ 

  And they        b 

   taking the silver  

   did as they were told.  

  And this story has been spread about    b’ 

   by Jews 

   to this day. ¹⁶ 

 

7 Now the eleven disciples      (a) a A B’ 

    went away     (b) 

    into Galilee,     (b’) 

   to the mountain      b 

   where Jesus had appointed them. ¹⁷   b’ 

  And seeing him,       a B 

   they worshiped him,      b 

   though some doubted. ¹⁸    b’ 

  And approaching,     (a) a B’ 

    Jesus talked with them,    (b) 

     saying,  

    "Has been given to me all authority  (b’) 

     in heaven  

     and on earth. ¹⁹ 

   Going, therefore,     b 

     make disciples  

     of all the nations,  

    baptizing them in the name of the Father,  

     and of the Son,  

     and of the Holy Spirit, ²⁰ 

    teaching them  

     to observe all things, 

     whatever I have commanded you.  

   And behold,       b’ 

    I am with you always,  

    to the end of the age." 

 

 


